














Hormatallah was sentenced to eight months’
imprisonment, reduced to seven on appeal, but was
released on bail in September pending an appeal.

B On 6 August, Ahmed Benchemsi, editor of the
weekly Nichane and its sister weekly Tel Quel, was
charged with “undermining the monarchy” under
Article 41 of the Press Code, punishable by up to five
years’ imprisonment. On 4 August, he had published
an editorial commenting on a speech by the King.
Copies of Nichane were seized. Ahmed Benchemsi
remained at liberty awaiting trial scheduled for 2008.

Sahrawi activists

Hundreds of Sahrawi activists suspected of
participating in demonstrations against Moroccan rule
in 2007 and previous years were arrested, including
minors. Dozens alleged torture or ill-treatment during
questioning by security forces. Some were tried on
charges of violent conduct and others were released
after questioning. In May, security forces forcibly
dispersed demonstrations by Sahrawi students at
university campuses in Moroccan cities calling for
independence. Dozens of students were arrested
and many were beaten. Sultana Khaya lost an eye,
apparently as a result of beatings. Most were
released uncharged but around 20 were convicted
of violent conduct and sentenced to up to one year
in prison. Sahrawi human rights activists continued
to be harassed.

B |n March, Brahim Sabbar, Secretary-General of the
Sahrawi Association of Victims of Grave Human Rights
Violations Committed by the Moroccan State, and his
colleague Ahmed Sbai, were sentenced to one year’s
imprisonment after being convicted of belonging to an
unauthorized organization. Their sentence was
extended to 18 months on appeal. Politically motivated
administrative obstacles had prevented registration of
their association. Mohamed Tahlil, head of the
association in Boujdour, was sentenced in September
to two and a half years in prison for violent conduct.
Sadik Boullahi, another member of the association, was
held for 48 hours in November and then released.

B |n October, the Collective of Sahrawi Human Rights
Defenders had to cancel its founding congress because
the local authorities in Laayoune refused to authorize
their public meeting. One of the Collective’s members,
Elwali Amidane, had been sentenced to five years’
imprisonment in April for participating in
demonstrations against Moroccan rule.
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Al-Adl wal-lhsan activists

Thousands of members of Al-Adl wal-lhsan, an
unauthorized political organization, were reported to
have been questioned by police during the year and at
least 267 were charged with participating in
unauthorized meetings or belonging to an unauthorized
association. The trial of the group’s spokesperson, Nadia
Yassine, who was charged in 2005 with defaming the
monarchy, was delayed for a further year.

B Rachid Gholam, an Al-Adl wal-Ihsan member and
religious singer, was convicted of encouraging moral
corruption and prostitution in May and sentenced to
one month’s imprisonment and a fine. He alleged
when first brought before a judge that he had been
beaten and stripped naked by the police and
photographed with a prostitute.

Counter-terrorism

More than 100 suspected Islamist militants were
arrested, mostly by police. However, the Directorate for
Surveillance of the Territory, a security force accused in
previous years of torture and other ill-treatment, allegedly
participated in some arrests. Most of the detainees were
charged and some were tried on terrorism offences and
sentenced to up to 15 years in prison.

Hundreds of Islamist prisoners sentenced after the
2003 Casablanca bombings continued to demand a
judicial review of their trials, many of which were tainted
with unexamined claims of confessions extracted under
torture. Detainees in Sale prison staged hunger strikes to
protest against poor prison conditions, including ill-
treatment by prison guards and security forces external
to the prison, lack of access to medical care, and
restrictions on visits by families.

Refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants
Thousands of people suspected of being irregular
migrants, among them refugees and asylum-seekers,
were arrested and collectively expelled. In most cases,
their rights under Moroccan law to appeal against the
decision to deport them or to examine the grounds on
which the decision was taken were not respected. They
were often dumped at the border with Algeria without
adequate food and water.

B On the night of 30/31 July, two Senegalese migrants,
Aboubakr Sedjou and Siradjo Kébé, were killed and
three others were wounded by police near Laayoune in
Western Sahara. They were among more than 30
migrants who, according to the authorities, were
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attempting to reach the coast to migrate to the Canary
Islands and refused to stop when ordered to do so. The
authorities declared that an investigation would be
opened into the killings, but its outcome was not known.

In March, the national Human Rights Advisory
Board published a report on the deaths of migrants at
the border with Ceuta and Melilla in 2005. It
recommended that the authorities do more to respect
their international human rights obligations, but
stopped short of recommending an investigation into
the deaths.

Discrimination and violence
against women
In April, the Nationality Code was amended to allow
Moroccan women married to foreign men to pass
their nationality to their children.

In November, the authorities reported that
82 per cent of reported ill-treatment of women was
due to violence in the home, and launched a
campaign to stop violence against women.

Discrimination —imprisoned for
‘homosexual conduct’

Six men were sentenced to prison terms of up to

10 months after being convicted of “homosexual
conduct”. Moroccan law criminalizes same-sex sexual
relations between consenting adults in breach of
international human rights standards.

Transitional justice

In August, the Human Rights Advisory Board,
charged with continuing the work of the Equity and
Reconciliation Commission, said that 23,676 people
had received compensation for human rights
violations committed during the reign of Hassan II.
The Commission, established in 2004 to inquire into
enforced disappearances, arbitrary detentions and
other grave human rights violations committed
between 1956 and 1999, completed its work in 2005.
No progress was made towards providing victims and
survivors with effective access to justice or holding
individual perpetrators to account, issues which were
excluded from the remit of the Commission.

Polisario camps

The Polisario Front took no steps to address the
impunity of those accused of human rights abuses in
the camps in the 1970s and 1980s.
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Morocco/Western Sahara: Sahrawi activists sentenced to year in prison
(MDE 29/004/2007)

5l Morocco/Western Sahara: Released demonstrators accused of
criticizing the monarchy (MDE 29/008/2007)

MOZAMBIQUE

REPUBLIC OF MOZAMBIQUE

Head of state: Armando Guebuza
Head of government: Luisa Diogo
Death penalty: aholitionist for all crimes
Population: 20.5 million
Life expectancy: 42.8 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 171/154 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 38.7 per cent

There was an increase in the number of suspected
criminals unlawfully killed by the police. The police
were also responsible for other human rights
violations including arbitrary arrests and detentions
and excessive use of force. Floods, which started in
December 2006, displaced an estimated 120,000
people by February 2007. The situation was
aggravated by Tropical Cyclone Favio, which hit the
southern province of Inhambane causing further
damage and destruction to homes.

Background
Mozambique ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities in March.

In November the Assembly General granted itself
powers to amend the Constitution in order to postpone
the first-ever provincial Assembly elections, scheduled
for December.

There was a series of explosions in a military arsenal
in the capital, Maputo, and one in the city of Beira. More
than 100 people were killed, hundreds more injured and
hundreds left homeless. The most serious incident was
in March when an explosion at the Malhazine military
arsenal in Maputo, which had already exploded in
February, killed more than 100 people and injured at
least 500. Smaller explosions throughout 2007 resulted
in further casualties.
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Extrajudicial executions

There was an increase in the number of suspected
criminals unlawfully killed by the police. Few of these
cases were investigated and no police officers were
prosecuted for human rights violations. In May the
Procurator General announced an investigation into the
possible existence of “death squads” within the police
force who were responsible for these killings. However, to
date, the results of the investigation have not been made
public. Police officers arrested for human rights violations
in 2006 had still not been tried by the end of 2007.

B |n April, three police officers took Sousa Carlos Cossa,
Mustafa Assane Momede and Francisco Nhantumbo
from a police station in Laulane, Maputo, to a sports field in
the neighbourhood of Costa do Sol where they shot them
dead. The officers claimed the men were trying to escape.
However, autopsy results revealed that the three had been
shotin the back of the neck at close range. The officers
were suspended from duty, but the police initially refused
toarrest them. They were eventually arrested and
detained in May, and alleged that they were carrying out
superior orders. The investigation into this case was
continuing at the end of 2007.

B Abrantes Afonso Penicela died in hospital in August
one day after being kidnapped, beaten, shotand burned
by police officers who left him for dead. Before he died he
told his family and a police officer that a group of at least
five police officers drove in two cars to his home, with one
of his friends. His friend’s telephone was used to call him
and when he came out of the house, the police officers
seized him, put him into one of the cars and gave him a
toxic injection. They drove him to a secluded area in
Xhinavane, some 120km north of Maputo, where they
beat him until he lost consciousness. The police officers
shot him in the back of the neck and set fire to him, then
left, apparently thinking that he was dead. He managed
to crawl to a nearby road, where he was found by local
people who contacted his family and took him to
Xhinavane Hospital. He was then transferred to Maputo
Central Hospital. His family reported the case to police at
the 5th police station and an officer went to the hospital
to hear his testimony. Police officials informed the family
that the case was being investigated, but no one had
been arrested by the end of 2007.

Arbitrary arrests and detentions

Cases of arbitrary arrests and detentions by the police
were reported. The majority were not investigated by
the authorities.
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W |n March demonstrators in Maputo demanded the
resignation of the Minister of National Defence after a
second explosion at the Malhazine military arsenal. They
argued that he had failed to move the munitions following
an earlier explosion in February. Six demonstrators were
arrested and detained without charge at the Alto Méae
police station in Maputo. They were released the next
morning. Journalist Celso Manguana was arrested at the
Alto Mae police station when he investigated the six
arrests. He was detained for two days, then charged with
insulting the authorities and transferred to Maputo Civil
Prison. Apparently, he had called the police incompetent
when they failed to answer his questions. He was released
three days after his arrest and the charges against him
were dropped.

Amnesty International visit

& Amnesty International delegates visited Mozambique in September.

MYANMAR

UNION OF MYANMAR
Head of state:
Head of government:

Senior General Than Shwe
General Thein Sein (replaced
General Soe Win in October)

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

Population: 51.5 million
Life expectancy: 60.8 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 107/89 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 89.9 per cent

The human rights situation in Myanmar continued to
deteriorate, culminating in September when authorities
staged a five-day crackdown on widespread protests
that had begun six weeks earlier. The peaceful protests
voiced both economic and political grievances. More
than 100 people were believed to have been killed in
the crackdown, and a similar number were the victims
of enforced disappearance. Several thousands were
detained in deplorable conditions. The government
began prosecutions under anti-terrorism legislation
against many protestors. International response to the
crisis included a tightening of sanctions by Western
countries. At least 1,150 additional political prisoners,
some arrested decades ago, remained in detention.
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A military offensive continued in northern Kayin
State, with widespread and systematic violations of
international human rights and humanitarian law. In
western Rakhine State, the government continued
negotiations on a large-scale Shwe gas pipeline,
preparations for which included forced displacement
and forced labour of ethnic communities.

Background

In September, the government completed drafting
guidelines for a new Constitution, the second step in
their seven-step “Road Map” for moving toward
democracy. In December, the government appointed
a 54-member commission of military and other
officials to draft the Constitution. The National League
for Democracy (NLD), the main opposition party, has
not participated in this process since the early stages,
and legislation criminalizing criticism of the process
remained in place.

The government had ceasefires in place with the
armies of all but three ethnic groups, but forced
displacement, labour, and portering by the military
continued in all seven ethnic states.

Following a visit by the Special Advisor to the UN
Secretary-General on Myanmar, the Myanmar
authorities met with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi toward
starting dialogue on national reconciliation, but the
NLD party leader remained under house arrest, where
she has been for 12 of the past 18 years.

Freedom of expression

Members of the NLD were subjected to harassment
and threats all year, forcing many to resign from the
party. Campaigners and demonstrators for
democracy were arrested. In particular, the 88
Generation Students group (88G), formed in 2005
by former students active in the pro-democracy
uprising in 1988, was targeted and threatened by
the authorities.

With the economy already in decline, the
government raised fuel prices exponentially in August,
triggering peaceful protests across the country. When
a group of demonstrating monks in Pakokku was
attacked by the authorities in September, monks
began leading the protests nationwide, primarily in
Yangon, Mandalay, Sittwe, Pakokku, and Myitkyina.
The authorities violently cracked down on protesters
between 25 and 29 September. Monasteries were
raided and closed down, property was destroyed and
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confiscated and monks were beaten and detained.
Other protesters’ homes and hiding places were
raided, usually at night, and authorities took friends or
relatives as hostages to put pressure on wanted
persons and to discourage further dissent. The All
Burma Monks Alliance (ABMA), a new group formed
by the protests’ religious leaders, became a main
target. The authorities took photographs and recorded
the demonstrations, later warning the public that they
had these records and used them in their raids. The
internet throughout Myanmar was cut during the
crackdown, and when a small group demonstrated at
the one-month anniversary of the crackdown.
Journalists were targeted and arrested.

Killings and excessive use of force

Two members of the Human Rights Defenders and
Promoters group were attacked by more than 50
people on 18 April in Ayeyarwaddy Division, causing
their hospitalization with head injuries. Senior
members of the village police and the Secretary of
the Union Solidarity Development Association
(USDA), a state-sponsored social organization, were
reportedly present.

Thirty-one people were confirmed killed during the
five-day crackdown on protesters in September
although the actual number is likely to be over 100.
Rubber bullets and live rounds were fired into crowds
of peaceful demonstrators by state security personnel
or groups supported by them. The total number of
people killed or injured by gunfire was not known.
Given eye-witness testimony of shots being fired from
atop military trucks and from flyover bridges, as well
as the profile of the victims, it is likely that the
authorities deliberately targeted real or perceived
leaders of the demonstrations.

B Thet Paing Soe and Maung Tun Lynn Kyaw, students
at State High School No. 3 in Yangon, were shot and
killed on 27 September.

B Japanese journalist Kenji Nagai was shot and killed
at point-blank range on 27 September.

State security personnel and groups supported by
them also beat protesters with sticks. Victims
included monks as well as men, women and children
who were either directly participating in the protests
or onlookers. In some cases these beatings were
administered indiscriminately, while in other cases the
authorities deliberately targeted individuals, chasing
them down to beat them.
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B Ko Ko Win, a 22-year-old NLD member, died as a
result of injuries sustained when he was beaten near
Sule Pagoda in Yangon on 27 September.

Crimes against humanity

In Kayin State, a military offensive by the tatmadaw
(Myanmar army) continued on a slightly lesser scale
but still included widespread and systematic
commission of violations of international human rights
and humanitarian law on a scale that amounted to
crimes against humanity. Destruction of houses and
crops, enforced disappearances, forced labour,
displacement and killings of Karen villagers were
among the abuses.

Political imprisonment

Even before the large-scale demonstrations began in
August, the authorities arrested many well-known
opponents of the government on political grounds,
several of whom had only been released from prison
several months earlier.

Once the protests were underway but before the
25-29 September crackdown, more arrests of NLD
and 88G activists took place — many of which were
clearly a pre-emptive measure before the crackdown.

Mass round-ups occurred during the crackdown
itself, and the authorities continued to arrest
protesters and supporters throughout the year,

making use initially of a three-week curfew in October.

Between 3,000 and 4,000 political prisoners were
detained, including children and pregnant women,
700 of whom were believed still in detention at year’s
end. At least 20 were charged and sentenced under
anti-terrorism legislation in proceedings which did not
meet international fair trial standards. Detainees and
defendants were denied the right to legal counsel.

B Ko Ko Gyi, Min Ko Naing, Min Zeya, Pyone Cho, and
Htay Kywe, all 88G leaders, were released from
detention without charge the day before the UN
Security Council voted on a resolution on Myanmar
in January. The first four were detained again on

21 and 22 August for participating in protests, while
Htay Kywe —in hiding for about a month —was
captured on 13 October.

W Zargana, a comedian and former prisoner of
conscience, was detained at the start of the
crackdown on 25 September. He was released on
17 October, only to be detained again for several
hours days later.
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B Mie Mie and Thet Thet Aung, women leaders of
the 88G, were arrested on 13 and 19 October,
respectively. Both had participated in the
demonstrations in August but had been forced
into hiding. The latter’s husband was also
detained, as had been her mother and mother-in-
law as hostages.

B U Gambira, head of the ABMA and a leader of the
September protests, was arrested on 4 November
and reportedly charged with treason. Two of his
family members who were previously detained as
hostages remained in detention.

B Su Su Nway, a member of the youth wing of the
NLD, released in July 2006 after being detained for
reporting forced labour to the International Labour
Organization (ILO), was detained on 13 November
while putting up anti-government posters.

B Fight members of the ethnic Kachin
Independence Organization (KIO) were arrested
on 24 November reportedly on account of the
KI0’s refusal to publicly renounce a statement by
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi regarding national
reconciliation talks.

Prisoners of conscience and senior NLD leaders
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, U Tin Oo, Daw May Win
Myint and Dr Than Nyein, all held without charge
or trial — the latter two since October 1997 — had
their detention extended by the maximum term of
one year. Senior ethnic leaders, such as U Khun
Htun Oo of the Shan National League for
Democracy, also remained in detention. Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi was permitted to meet three times with
the Special Advisor to the UN Secretary-General on
Myanmar, but was not released from house arrest.

Enforced disappearances

During and after the September crackdown,
there were at least 72 confirmed cases of
enforced disappearance.

Prison conditions

Following a deterioration of prison conditions in 2006,
standards fell even further during the crackdown
when the authorities detained thousands of people
during the five-day period. Large-capacity, informal,
secret detention centres were opened which failed to
meet international standards on the treatment of
prisoners. There was inadequate provision of basic
necessities such as food, water, blankets, sleeping
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space, sanitary facilities, and medical treatment. The

International Committee of the Red Cross was denied

the opportunity to carry out its core mandate activities
in prisons throughout the year.

Torture and other ill-treatment

During the crackdown, some detainees, including
Zargana, were held in degrading conditions in
rooms designed for holding dogs. Torture and other
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment including
beatings in custody were reported. One detainee
was made to kneel bare-legged for long periods on
broken bricks and also made to stand on tiptoe in
an uncomfortable position for long periods (known
as the bicycle-riding position). Monks held in
detention were stripped of their robes and
purposely fed in the afternoon when their religion
forbids them to eat.

Deaths in custody

An unconfirmed number of prisoners died in
detention after the crackdown in September due to
their treatment during interrogation.

B Venerable U Thilavantha, Deputy Abbot of a
monastery in Myitkyina, was beaten to death in
detention on 26 September, having also been beaten
the night before when his monastery was raided.

W Ko Win Shwe, an NLD member, died in Plate Myot
Police Centre near Mandalay on 9 October.
Government authorities cremated his body before
notifying his family, thereby preventing any
confirmation of reports that he died as a result of
torture or other ill-treatment.

From 27 to 29 September, a large number of
bodies were reportedly burned at the Ye Way
municipal crematorium in Yangon during the night.
It was reportedly unusual for the crematorium to
function at night, and normal employees were
instructed to keep away whilst the facility was
operated by state security personnel or state
supported groups. On at least one night, reports
indicate that some of the cremated had shaved
heads or signs of serious injury.

International developments

The UN Security Council voted on a resolution
criticizing Myanmar on 12 January, which China and
Russia vetoed. On 26 February the Government of
Myanmar reached a “Supplementary Understanding”
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with the International Labour Organization, designed
to provide a mechanism to enable victims of forced
labour to seek redress without fear of retaliation.

During the crackdown in late September, the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
issued a critical statement on Myanmar, but allowed
Myanmar to sign its new Charter in November. The
UN Human Rights Council called a Special Session
on 2 October and passed a resolution strongly
deploring the crackdown on protesters. In
November, the UN Special Rapporteur on the
Situation of Human Rights in Myanmar visited
Myanmar for the first time since 2003. Following
this visit, the UN Human Rights Council passed
another resolution, based on his report requesting a
follow-up mission. The UN Security Council issued
a presidential statement in October that strongly
deplored the crackdown, while the UN General
Assembly strongly condemned the crackdown in a
resolution in December.

The Special Advisor to the UN Secretary-General
on Myanmar visited Myanmar in October and
November. The USA, EU, and other Western
nations enacted or tightened sanctions. In
December, India reportedly suspended arms sales
and transfers to Myanmar.

Amnesty International visits/reports

™ Amnesty International delegates visited the Thailand-Myanmar border
in October and November.

5} Myanmar: Amnesty International calls for comprehensive international
arms embargo (ASA 16/016/2007)

Myanmar: No return to “normal” (ASA 16/037/2007)

5l Myanmar: Arrests continue two months on (ASA 16/041/2007)
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NAMIBIA

REPUBLIC OF NAMIBIA

Head of state and government: Hifikepunye Pohamba
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes
Population: 2.1 million
Life expectancy: 51.6 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 75/68 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 85 per cent

President Sam Nujoma of the ruling South West
Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO) retired from
active politics at the end of 2007; he was Namibia’s
first President, serving from 1990 to 2005. An
attempt to seek the prosecution of former President
Sam Nujoma at the International Criminal Court
(ICC) caused a political furore about responsibility
for past human rights abuses.

International justice — ICC submission
The National Society for Human Rights (NSHR)
requested that the ICC investigate human rights
abuses carried out in SWAPO camps in exile prior to
independence in 1990, and in the north-east of the
country in the 1990s. The NSHR cited Sam Nujoma
and retired army Lieutenant General Solomon
Hawala as responsible for the detention, torture and
enforced disappearance of thousands of SWAPO
members in Angola in the 1980s. The submission to
the ICC also sought the prosecution of former
Defence Minister Erkki Nghimtima for the torture of
separatist suspects in Caprivi in 1999 and army
Colonel Thomas Shuuya for operating an alleged
shoot-to-kill policy in the Kavango region in the
1990s. The NSHR'’s submission was strongly
condemned by the ruling party as a threat to the
policy of national reconciliation.

The ICC does not have jurisdiction for crimes
committed prior to July 2002 and therefore the
NSHR'’s submission would not be admissible.

Caprivi treason trial

There was no end in sight for the Caprivi treason trial,
which started in 2004. Most of the 117 people on trial
in connection with a separatist uprising in the Caprivi
region in 1999 spent their eighth year in detention.
The prosecution was not expected to close its case
until late 2008.
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In a second parallel treason trial, 10 men were
convicted of high treason in August 2007. They were
sentenced to between 30 and 32 years’
imprisonment. Two suspects were acquitted for lack
of evidence. Police officers accused of torturing
suspects detained in the wake of the uprising had not
faced any formal charges or disciplinary action by the
end of the year.

Torture and other ill-treatment

Namibia Police Inspector General Sebastian
Ndeitunga called on police officers to respect human
rights following a series of media reports about
assaults against suspects and deaths in custody. The
NSHR reported three deaths in police custody and six
cases of police torture of suspects during 2007. There
were no independent investigations.

Violence against women and girls

The number of reported rapes in Namibia doubled
between 1991 and 2005 - rising from 564 cases to
1,184, according to a study by the Legal Assistance
Centre. The study found that the conviction rate for
rapists was 16 per cent, while one third of rape cases
were withdrawn by the complainant before coming to
trial. Police statistics indicated that just over one third
of rape victims were under the age of 18.

Freedom of expression under attack

The SWAPO Party Congress passed a resolution
calling on the government to set up a body to regulate
the media because of the “misuse of the media
contrary to national reconciliation and the
maintenance of peace and stability”. During 2007,
SWAPO accused the print media of publishing highly
critical articles and letters concerning former
President Sam Nujoma.
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NEPAL

NEPAL
Head of state and government:
Death penalty:

Girija Prasad Koirala
aholitionist for all crimes

Population: 28.2 million
Life expectancy: 62.6 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 71/75 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 48.6 per cent

Both the government and the Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist) (CPN (M)) largely failed to implement
human rights commitments in the Comprehensive
Peace Accord (CPA), signed in November 2006.
Elections were postponed twice. Measures to
address impunity for past violations and abuses were
grossly inadequate. Vulnerable groups, including
women and minorities, remained at risk of human
rights abuses.

Background

The Seven Party Alliance coalition government, which
took office after King Gyanendra’s reinstatement of
the House of Representatives in April 2006, remained
in power. On 15 January the House of
Representatives ratified an Interim Constitution which
established an interim parliament and facilitated
Constituent Assembly elections. The Interim
Constitution concentrated significant power in the
executive and did not address transitional justice and
impunity. The UN Security Council established the
UN Mission in Nepal (UNMIN) in January to support
the peace process and elections.

On 31 March the Seven Party Alliance and the
CPN (M) formed an interim government. The CPN (M)
left the government in September after disagreements
on declaring Nepal a republic and on the voting
system to be used in elections. It rejoined the
government in late December following a new
23-point agreement. Elections to the Constituent
Assembly, scheduled for June and then November
2007, were due to be held by mid-April 2008.

Concerns were raised by a number of parties
outside the Seven Party Alliance about being
excluded from the political process. Following a
proliferation of armed groups and violent uprisings in
the southern Terai region, in particular by members of
the Madheshi community, the government conceded

220

to some demands from Madheshi and other minority
groups. However, few of these commitments
were implemented.

Impunity

Inaction by police and public prosecutors

Police and public prosecutors continued to fail in their
duty to investigate and prosecute cases of human
rights abuse.

B |n the case of Maina Sunuwar, a 15-year-old girl who
died after being tortured in Nepal Army custody in
2004, the army failed to cooperate with the police
investigation. A DNA sample collected in March from
an exhumed body believed to be Maina’s, was
reportedly only sent for further analysis in November.
Accountability mechanisms

In June appointments to the Constitutional Council
were finalized, enabling new appointments to the
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) in
August. There had been longstanding vacancies after
Commissioners appointed by the King resigned in July
2006, damaging the NHRC'’s ability to monitor and
investigate human rights violations.

The report of a commission to investigate
atrocities committed by the government in April
2006 was finally made public in August. The report
recommended action against more than 200
people, as well as the prosecution of at least 20
members of the army, police and armed police
force. However, little action was taken to implement
the recommendations.

Transitional justice mechanisms

The CPA provided for the establishment of a Truth
and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) and in July
2007 the Ministry of Peace and Reconstruction
invited comments on a draft bill. The UN, several
international NGOs, and local NGOs raised concerns
about provisions granting amnesty to perpetrators of
gross human rights violations.

On 1 June the Supreme Court ordered the
government to investigate all allegations of enforced
disappearance, introduce a law making enforced
disappearances a criminal offence and set up a
Commission of Inquiry to investigate disappearances.
However, a three-member Commission set up on
26 July to investigate enforced disappearances during
the armed conflict did not meet the standards set out
in the Supreme Court judgment. The 23-point
agreement of late December included provision for a
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new Act to establish a commission of inquiry into
disappearances and to criminalize enforced
disappearances. The Interim Parliament passed a bill
to amend Civil Code provisions on abduction.

Abuses by armed groups

The youth wing of the CPN (M), the Young
Communist League, reportedly committed a number
of human rights abuses including abductions and ill-
treatment in captivity, assaults and violent disruption
of political activities.

According to UNMIN, almost 3,000 under-18s
remained within CPN (M) cantonments (military areas
where, under the CPA, the CPN (M) had agreed to be
quartered). CPN (M) activists reportedly coerced
minors who left the cantonments to return.

Members of the CPN (M) were also accused of
abductions, torture and killings, including the killing
of journalist Birendra Sah following his abduction on
5 October in Bara District, as well as seizing land and
property and extorting money.

A number of armed groups committed human
rights abuses. Factions of the Janatantrik Terai Mukti
Morcha, an armed Madheshi group which split from
the CPN (M) in 2004, were allegedly responsible for
unlawful killings, kidnappings and bomb attacks.
Armed groups carried out bomb attacks including
placing devices at the homes of two human rights
activists in March, and a series of bomb blasts in
Kathmandu in September which killed three people.
On 16 September, the killing of a former armed
group member, Mohit Khan, triggered violence
between different groups in Kapilbastu and Dang
districts, reportedly leaving at least 14 dead and
thousands displaced.

Violations by police and security forces
There were a number of reports of torture and
rape by police and members of the security forces,
some of whom were off-duty at the time. Among
those raped were women with mental illnesses
and girls.

The majority of torture victims received no
compensation. National laws to regulate torture fell
short of international standards, and were
inadequately implemented.

At least 29 civilians were reportedly killed by the
police or armed police force, many allegedly as a
result of excessive use of force.
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Human rights defenders

Human rights defenders across the country reported
threats and attacks by security forces personnel, CPN (M)
members and others. At least 17 were reportedly
threatened with death, rape, kidnapping and beating
if they did not stop carrying out their work for WOREC,
a local women’s rights NGO.

Minority groups

Following pressure from the Nepal Federation of
Indigenous Nationalities (NEFIN), the government
signed a 20-point agreement on 7 August, including
provision for proportional representation of all
indigenous groups and castes. However,
implementation was slow.

The Madheshi Janadhikar Forum (also known as
Madheshi People’s Rights Forum (MPRF)), an umbrella
political group, organized regular protests to demand
autonomy for the Madheshi people in Terai. Some of the
demonstrations became violent. On 21 March in Gaur,
27 individuals, most of them linked to the CPN (M),
were killed in clashes with MPRF members. The
government formed high-level commissions to probe
this incident and others during the Terai unrest, but to
Amnesty International’s knowledge, the commission
had not finalized its investigations by the year's end and
no one had been held accountable for these killings.

Freedom of expression

According to the Federation of Nepalese Journalists,
between May 2006 and 7 November 2007, 619
journalists and media organizations faced
intimidation from the government, CPN (M), and
other groups. At least two journalists were killed in
2007 and many others were attacked, abducted and
threatened with death.

Refugees and internally displaced people
Tens of thousands of people reportedly remained
internally displaced as a result of the conflict that
ended in 2006 and ongoing violence in the south.
There were concerns about the safety of returnees
and about property restitution for internally
displaced people, mainly due to threats and attacks
by CPN (M) activists.

Approximately 106,000 Bhutanese refugees,
forcibly expelled from Bhutan in the early 1990s,
remained in camps in Nepal. Refugees were
reportedly divided about options for voluntary
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resettlement in third countries, scheduled to begin in
2008, with some fearing that accepting resettlement
would end all hopes for repatriation to Bhutan. There
were reports of growing frustrations in the camps,
prompted by security concerns and uncertainty about
durable solutions in Nepal. One refugee was killed
and several injured by the Indian Border Security
Force on the border with Nepal in May, when
thousands of refugees attempted to enter India in an
effort to return to Bhutan.

Amnesty International reports

£) Nepal: Reconciliation does not mean impunity: AMemorandum on the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission Bill (ASA 31/006/2007)

£l Nepal at a crossroads —urgent need for delivery on transitional
mechanisms for truth, justice, inclusion and security (ASA 31/011/2007)
E) Nepal: Amnesty International urges investigation into killings

(ASA 31/001/2007)

£ Impunity for enforced disappearances in Asia Pacific Region must end
(ASA01/007/2007)

NETHERLANDS

KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS
Head of state:

Head of government:

Death penalty:

Population:

Life expectancy:

Under-5 mortality (m/f):

Queen Beatrix

Jan Peter Balkenende
aholitionist for all crimes
16.4 million

19.2 years

1/6 per 1,000

Local governments failed to tackle discrimination
adequately. Around 30,000 foreign nationals
became eligible for residence permits under a
new scheme.

Discrimination

Fewer than 10 per cent of municipal governments
had addressed discrimination and racism at a local
level, either through general policies or action plans,
according to Amnesty International research
published in April. Fewer than 20 per cent of local
authorities had developed policies to combat
discrimination and racism in specific areas of
concern, such as employment or education.
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Although most municipalities indicated that they
considered discrimination was not a problem in their
community, more than half acknowledged that they
lacked sufficient information about its occurrence.
Women
In February the UN Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women expressed concerns
about the lack of data on violence against women,
and the persistence of racism in the Netherlands,
particularly against women and girls.

‘War on terror’
In February the “Act on expanding the scope for
investigating and prosecuting terrorist crimes” came
into force. It provided for an increase, to two years, of
the maximum period of pre-trial detention for people
charged with terrorism offences.
War crimes allegations
In June the Standing Review Committee on the
Intelligence and Security Services and an ad hoc
Commission of Inquiry delivered separate reports
concluding that allegations of torture of detainees by
Dutch Military Intelligence personnel in Iraq in 2003
could not be substantiated.

Neither the Committee nor the Commission
interviewed the detainees involved.

Migration

The government postponed the introduction of
measures that would make it easier to withdraw
residence permits from non-nationals convicted of
a crime. However, it announced plans to increase
the use of exclusion orders against those
designated as “undesirable aliens” for violatons of
immigration regulations.

In January the European Court of Human Rights
ruled that the decision of the Dutch Immigration
Service to expel Somali national Abdirizag Salah
Sheekh to a “relatively safe” area within Somalia,
would have violated Article 3 of the European
Convention on Human Rights, which forbids torture
and other inhuman or degrading treatment, had it
been put into effect.

In June a so-called “amnesty” (pardonregeling)
scheme came into effect. Under the scheme,
residence permits were granted to foreign nationals
who had applied for asylum before 1 April 2001,
under the former Aliens Act, and had been present in
the Netherlands since then, even if their applications
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had previously been rejected. The scheme also
applied, in most cases, to their spouses and children.
However, it did not extend to those who had been
denied refugee status because they were suspected of
having committed crimes against humanity or war
crimes, nor to their spouses and children. It was
estimated that the amnesty would affect 30,000 people.

NICARAGUA

REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA
Head of state and government: Daniel Ortega (replaced
Enrique Bolafios in January)

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

Population: 5.7 million
Life expectancy: 71.9 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 39/31 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 16.7 per cent

Local organizations continued to call for better
enforcement of health and safety standards for
workers and protection of freedom of association.
Women'’s organizations continued to challenge a
2006 law prohibiting abortion in all circumstances.
Criminalization of gay and lesbian relationships
was ended.

Background
Nicaragua signed the Optional Protocol to the UN
Convention against Torture in March.

In a speech before the National Assembly in
October, President Ortega reportedly stated that
Nicaragua would not sign the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court.

The National Assembly approved a new Criminal
Code which omitted an article criminalizing gay and
lesbian relationships which had been present in the
previous criminal code.

Health — reproductive rights

Approximately 50 appeals challenging as
unconstitutional a law which prohibits therapeutic
abortions (abortions carried out where the life, physical
or psychological integrity of the women would be at
risk if the pregnancy proceeded) were before the
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Supreme Court of Justice at the end of the year.
Despite the fact that judgments on the appeals were
pending, the National Assembly approved a new
criminal code which incorporated the law.

In 2006, the Inter-American Human Rights
Commission’s Special Rapporteur on the Rights of
Women had noted that therapeutic abortion was a
necessary service for women and that its
prohibition would put women'’s lives and heath at
risk, in addition to presenting difficulties for
medical staff.

B |n April, a 24-year-old woman died of complications
related to an ectopic pregnancy. Awomen’s health
organization that investigated the case believed that a
contributing factor to her death was that life-saving
treatment (which Health Ministry regulations explicitly
require) was delayed by medical staff because of their
concerns over the possibility of being prosecuted for
carrying out an abortion.

Workers' rights

Local organizations reported that labour rights
continued to be poorly enforced. Workers lodged
various complaints with the authorities and human
rights organizations regarding working conditions,
including adverse effects on health, and freedom
of association.

NIGER

REPUBLIC OF NIGER
Head of state:
Head of government:

Mamadou Tandja
Seyni Oumarou
(replaced Amadou Hama in June)

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

Population: 14.9 million
Life expectancy: 55.8 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 245/250 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 28.7 per cent

Civilians suspected of supporting a Tuareg-led armed
opposition movement were arrested and arbitrarily
detained by security forces under an emergency law.
At least 16 civilians were reportedly extrajudicially
executed by the army and two journalists, both

223



prisoners of conscience, were arrested for their
alleged links with the Tuareg armed movement.

Background

In February, a Tuareg-led armed opposition movement,
the Niger People’s Movement for Justice (Mouvement
des Nigériens pour la justice, MNJ), based in the
Agadez region (in the north of the country) staged an
uprising to demand better implementation of the peace
agreement that put an end to the Tuareg insurrection in
1995. The demands in particular focused on the social
and economic provisions of the agreement. MNJ
armed groups attacked mining interests in Niger’s
mineral-rich north, killed more than 40 soldiers and
kidnapped dozens of others.

In August, President Mamadou Tandja, declared a
three-month state of emergency in Agadez. This gave
additional powers to the security forces to arrest and
detain suspects beyond the statutory 48-hours garde
a vue. In November, the state of emergency was
extended for a further three months. Despite calls by
civil society and political parties to engage in talks
with the MNJ, President Mamadou Tandja dismissed
the members of this armed movement as “bandits
and drug traffickers”.

Arhitrary detention, torture and killings
Dozens of civilians were arrested by the security forces
in the Agadez region, and some were allegedly tortured.
Many were detained after attacks launched by the MNJ.
Most were released after several days or weeks of
detention without charge or trial, but at least five,
including Issoufou Matachi, a former leader of a Tuareg
armed opposition group, were transferred to the capital,
Niamey, in September. They remained held at the end
of the year.

W |n May, three men, aged between 65 and 85,
Abtchaw Kunfi, Abbe Kunfi and Kalakoua Immolane,
were killed, reportedly by members of the security
forces in Tizirzait. The three were thought to have been
killed because one of them had a satellite phone which
may have raised suspicions of possible links with the
MNJ.

W |n December, seven men travelling to Agadez by car
were arrested by members of the security forces and
killed. Their bodies bore numerous signs of torture,
including cigarette burns, as well as bullet wounds to the
faceand chest.
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Freedom of expression under attack

The authorities imposed a blackout on media
coverage of the northern unrest. They suspended
Radio France International (RFI) for one month and
the bimonthly newspaper Air Info for three months.
They also issued formal warnings to several
newspapers, including L'Evénement, Libération and
L'Opinion.

Two journalists were arrested and charged with
having links with the MINJ. Both were prisoners of
conscience, detained solely for their peaceful and
legitimate activities as journalists.

B |n September, Moussa Kaka, director of the privately
owned Radio Saraouniya station and Niger
correspondent of RFI, was arrested in Niamey and
charged with “complicity in undermining the State’s
authority”, which is punishable by life imprisonment.
This charge was apparently based on the fact that
Moussa Kaka had telephone contact with MNJ
members while working as a journalist. In November,
an investigating judge concluded that the tapped
conversations on which the charges were based were
obtained illegally. The prosecutor lodged an appeal
against this decision which was pending at the end of
the year.

B |n October, the editor of Air Info, Ibrahim Manzo
Diallo, was arrested in Niamey and transferred to the
Agadez region where he was held incommunicado in
army custody for three weeks and then charged with
associating with criminal elements for his alleged links
with the MINJ.

Amnesty International reports

[ Niger: Emergency legislation infringes non-derogable human rights
(AFR 43/001/2007)

Niger: Extrajudicial executions and population displacement in the
north of the country, 19 December 2007
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NIGERIA

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
Head of state and government: Umaru Musa Yar’Adua
(replaced Olusegun Obasanjo in April)
retentionist
137.2 million
46.5 years
193/185 per 1,000
69.1 per cent

Death penalty:
Population:

Life expectancy:
Under-5 mortality (m/f):
Adult literacy:

After elections marred by widespread violence and
widely criticized by observers, Umaru Musa Yar'Adua
was declared winner of presidential elections in
April. The security forces continued to commit
human rights violations in the oil-rich Niger Delta
with impunity, and few among the local population
benefited from the region’s oil wealth. The police and
security forces extrajudicially executed hundreds of
people. Religious and ethnic tensions persisted.

Background

The Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC) disqualified Vice-President Atiku Abubakar as
presidential candidate, but the Supreme Court ruled
shortly before the 21 April election that he could
stand. The presidential, governorship, and state and
national assembly elections were widely criticized: the
ECOWAS observation mission said there were gross
irregularities and the EU observation mission said the
elections fell short of basic international and regional
standards for democratic elections. Nigerian
organizations including the Nigerian Bar Association
and the Transition Monitoring Group stated that the
elections were not credible. In the months following
the elections, five governors were removed from office
by the Supreme Court.

The new President’s agenda focused on
development, power and energy, food, security —
including in the Delta — wealth, transport, land and
education. He expressed his intention to reform the
election process. Mike Okiro was appointed as acting
Inspector General of Police (IGP), and confirmed in
post in November.

In June the UN International Coordinating
Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion
and Protection of Human Rights refused to renew
Nigeria's membership because of the “irregular
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removal” of the former executive secretary of the
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), Bukhari
Bello, who was dismissed four years before the expiry
of his contract.

A Freedom of Information Bill was passed by the
previous Senate, but was not signed into law by then
President Obasanjo. In September, the new President
of the Senate stated that the Senate would re-examine
the bill.

The first female speaker of the House of
Representatives was elected, but she was forced to
resign in October after a corruption scandal.

Seven former state Governors were prosecuted for
alleged corrupt practices.

Election violence

Widespread political violence linked to the April
elections led to the deaths of at least 200 people.
Among those killed were candidates running for
political office, their supporters, INEC officials and
bystanders. The election period also saw attacks on
journalists, intimidation and harassment of voters,
and widespread destruction of property. There was
also political violence around the local government
elections in November and December.

Politicians used armed gangs in their electoral
campaigns to attack their opponents and their
supporters. The government failed to take effective
action to deal with the violence or to address the role
of politicians in fomenting it.

President Yar’Adua reportedly ordered the acting
IGP to reopen the investigation into several unsolved
political killings from previous years, including those
of Chief Bola Ige, Marshall Harry, Chief Funsho
Williams, Chief Barnabas Igwe and his wife, and
Godwin Agbroko.

Death penalty

In December Amnesty International and Nigerian
NGOs uncovered evidence of at least seven
executions by hanging carried out in 2006 in Kaduna,
Jos and Enugu prisons, although on 15 November
2007, a Nigerian government representative at the
UN had stated “we have not carried out any capital
punishment in recent years in Nigeria”. After Amnesty
International revealed its findings, a Kano state official
confirmed to the BBC that the executions had taken
place. Nigeria has not officially reported any
executions since 2002.
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At the end of 2007, 784 inmates were on death
row, more than 200 of whom had been there for over
10 years. In 2007 at least 20 death sentences were
handed down.

In May, the Presidential Commission on Reform of
the Administration of Justice reiterated the conclusion
of the National Study Group on the Death Penalty in
2004 and called for an official moratorium on
executions until the Nigerian criminal justice system
could ensure fair trials in death penalty cases.

The Minister of Information announced on 17 May
that Nigeria had granted an amnesty to all prisoners
over 70 and to those 60 or older who had been on
death row for 10 years or more. According to the
minister, they were to be released before the
inauguration of the new President on 29 May.
However, the government did not make public
whether this had happened, and no reports of
releases were received.

On 1 October, on the 47th anniversary of Nigeria's
independence, four state governors announced
pardons and commutation of sentences for 57 death-
row prisoners.

The Niger Delta

The security forces continued to commit frequent
human rights violations in the Niger Delta. Violations
included extrajudicial executions, torture and
destruction of homes. Militants kidnapped dozens of
oil workers and their relatives, including children, and
attacked many oil installations.

In the run-up to the April 2007 elections,
violence in the Delta increased as politicians used
armed gangs to attack their opponents. After the
elections, the violence, rather than decreasing,
increased yet further.

In August, rival gangs clashed in the streets of Port
Harcourt, killing at least 30 people and injuring many
more, including bystanders. More died when the Joint
Military Taskforce (JTF) intervened using helicopters
and machine-guns — at least 32 gang members,
members of the security forces and bystanders were
killed. Following the clashes, a curfew was imposed.
Many people with no connection to the gangs were
reportedly arrested, although the commander of the
JTF denied this. The violence continued and
intensified towards the end of the year. By the end of
2007 the JTF was still deployed in the city and the
curfew was still in place.
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No action was known to have been taken to bring
to justice members of the security forces suspected of
being responsible for grave human rights violations in
previous years. Reports of two judicial commissions of
inquiry were not made public. The commissions
examined events in February 2005 — a raid by
members of the JTF in Odioma, in which at least 17
people were killed, and a protest at the Escravosoil
terminal, when soldiers fired on protesters.

People living in the Niger Delta lacked drinking
water and electricity, and had few functioning schools
or health care centres.

Extrajudicial executions

Members of the police and security forces
extrajudicially executed hundreds of people. These
included killings by police during routine road checks
or for refusing to pay a bribe, shootings of suspected
armed robbers on arrest, and extrajudicial executions
of detainees in police stations. The military were also
frequently involved in extrajudicial executions,
especially in the Niger Delta. On 27 March, the UN
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions stated at the Human Rights
Council that Nigeria must end extrajudicial executions
by police.

The acting IGP stated that in the first 100 days he
was in office, 1,628 armed robbers were arrested and
785 were killed by the police. NGOs alleged that the
number of killings was higher. Despite the alarming
number of such killings, the government took very
little action to address the problem. On the contrary,
the police were encouraged to shoot armed robbers.
On 23 October, the Commissioner of Police of the
Federal Capital Territory, for example, ordered his
men to shoot on sight armed robbers caught in the
act of committing a crime.

Torture and other ill-treatment

The culture of impunity for torture and ill-treatment
by the police continued. The UN Special
Rapporteur on torture concluded in March that
torture and ill-treatment were widespread in police
custody, and particularly systemic in criminal
investigation departments.

Violence against women
In January, the Federal Minister of Women'’s Affairs
expressed the government’s intention to promote
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gender equality as well as the welfare and rights of
Nigerian women and children. However, violence
against women remained pervasive, including
domestic violence, rape and other sexual violence by
state officials and private individuals. The underlying
factors included the entrenched culture of impunity
for human rights violations committed by the police
and security forces, and the authorities’ consistent
failure to exercise due diligence in preventing and
addressing sexual violence by both state and non-
state actors.

In May a bill to implement the UN Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women failed to pass in the National Assembly.
Nigeria ratified the Convention in 1985.

The Domestic Violence and Other Related Matters
Bill was passed by the Lagos House of Assembly. At
federal level, a bill addressing domestic violence failed
to become law.

The Nigeria Law Reforms Commission proposed in
August that rape should carry a 15-year jail term.

Justice system
Despite several announcements by the government
that it would reform prisons, no action was evident.

Of a prison population estimated by the
government at 45,000, approximately 25,000 were
awaiting trial, many for over five years.

On 10 January, the chairman of the Presidential
Committee on Prisons Reform and Rehabilitation
made public that N7.8 billion (approximately
US$ 67 million) had been reserved for the first
phase of a prison reform program. However, no
action to implement the program was reported
during the year.

In May the Presidential Committee published a list
of 552 inmates recommended for release. They
included detainees who had spent over 10 years
awaiting trial or whose case files had been lost;
inmates with life-threatening diseases; inmates older
than 60; and inmates who had spent more than 10
years on death row. The federal government did not
follow this recommendation, but announced the
release of all inmates older than 70. However, no
such releases were reported.

Long delays in the justice system, appalling
conditions and severe overcrowding contributed to
growing despair and frustration amongst inmates.
There were riots in at least three prisons — Kuje, Kano
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central and Agodi — in which at least 20 inmates died
and many were injured.

Freedom of expression

Human rights defenders and journalists critical of the
government continued to face intimidation and
harassment. Many were arrested by the State Security
Service (SSS) and released after interview.

B A US citizen and director of a Nigerian-based NGO, a
Nigerian staff member and two German journalists were
arrested by the SSS in September on suspicion of spying.
They were later released without charge.

B |n September a journalist was beaten unconscious
when he covered a prison riot in Ibadan.

M The SSS arrested several journalists in October who had
criticized the governors of Borno and Akwa lbom states.

Forced evictions
Several incidents of forced evictions were reported as
well as frequent threats of forced evictions. In July
President Yar'’Adua ordered that the arbitrary demolition
of houses must be stopped and that due process
should be followed. The Federal Capital Territory (FCT)
however, continued demolishing houses in Abuja. By
the end of 2007, there were more than 450 cases
pending in the FCT courts objecting to demolitions.
Following the violence between armed gangs in
Port Harcourt, the governor decided in August to
demolish homes in the waterfront area of the city
and replace them with 6,000 new housing units.
This plan was suspended in October when the
governor was removed.

Discrimination — LGBT rights

A draft bill to punish with a five-year prison term anyone
involved in a same-sex marriage, or who aided or
abetted such a marriage, was discussed by the
National Assembly in February. First introduced in
20086, it was not passed by the National Assembly
before the change of government. A similar bill was
discussed by the previous Lagos state House of
Assembly; the bill did not pass.

B |n April, five women went into hiding in Kano after they
were accused by the Hisbah, the Islamic police, of
holding a lesbian marriage ceremony in a theatre. The
women denied that they had married each other and
emphasized that the ceremony was to raise money.
Following this incident, the Hisbah demolished several
theatres in the city.
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W |n August, 18 men were arrested in Bauchi state and
charged with belonging to an unlawful society,
committing indecent acts and criminal conspiracy.

Amnesty International visits/reports

#® Amnesty International delegates visited Nigeria in January, March
and July.

£l Nigeria: Joint statement on ending political violence and human rights
abuses as April elections approach (AFR 44/002/2007)

£l Nigeria: Impunity for political violence in the run-up to the April 2007
elections (AFR 44/004/2007)

£ Nigeria elections: Attack impunity not human rights!

(AFR 44/010/2007)

£ Nigeria: Are human rights on the political agenda? (AFR 44/013/2007)
£l Nigeria: Amnesty International delegates say prison conditions
‘appalling’ (AFR 44/019/2007)

£ Nigeria: Violence in Port Harcourt escalates (AFR 44/020/2007)

£ Nigeria: 47th Independence Day — A new opportunity to abolish the
death penalty (AFR 44/021/2007)

£l Nigeria: Local government elections —No lessons learned

(AFR 44/027/2007)

£l Nigeria: Stop executions —Adopt a moratorium, joint public statement
by Nigerian NGOs and Amnesty International — 17 December 2007 (AFR
44/030/2007)

PAKISTAN

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN
Head of state:
Head of government:

Pervez Musharraf
Muhammadmian Soomro (caretaker,
replaced Shaukat Aziz in November)

Death penalty: retentionist

Population: 164.6 million
Life expectancy: 64.6 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 95/106 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 49.9 per cent

Thousands of lawyers, journalists, human rights
activists and political workers were arbitrarily
detained. The independence of the judiciary was
curbed. Some victims of enforced disappearance
reappeared but hundreds remained missing.
“Honour” killings and resort to jirgas (informal tribal
councils) continued. Violence against women
continued with impunity. Some 310 people were
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sentenced to death and at least 135 executed.
Members of pro-Taleban and other Islamist groups
took hostages, unlawfully killed civilians, and
committed acts of violence against women and girls.

Background

Two phases of confrontation between the government
and the judiciary dominated the political process. In
March, Chief Justice Iftikhar Chaudhry was
suspended for alleged misconduct but reinstated by
the Supreme Court in July. On 3 November, General
Pervez Musharraf declared an emergency, suspended
the Constitution and replaced it with the Provisional
Constitutional Order (PCO).

After Supreme Court judges sworn in under the
PCO confirmed Pervez Musharraf’s eligibility as
President, he resigned his army office on
28 November and was sworn in as civilian President.

On 15 November a caretaker government was
installed in preparation for elections due in January
2008. The emergency was lifted on 15 December and
an amended Constitution restored.

Former Prime Ministers Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz
Sharif returned from exile to contest elections. In
December, Benazir Bhutto was killed during an attack
by a suicide bomber following which there was
widespread violence. Elections were postponed to
February 2008.

In tribal areas bordering Afghanistan and in Swat
(North West Frontier Province), Islamist armed groups
and local Taleban forces consolidated their control
during the year. Military attacks on suspected armed
Islamist armed groups (referred to as “militants” by
the government) or Taleban targets involved
indiscriminate killing of civilians.

Legal and constitutional developments
The PCO suspended fundamental constitutional
rights, including safeguards relating to arrest and
detention, as well as rights to security of the person,
freedom of expression, assembly and association.

In November, judges of the higher judiciary were
required to take a new oath of office under the PCO.
Twelve of 17 Supreme Court judges, including the
Chief Justice, and around 40 judges of the
provincial high courts were either not invited to take
the oath or refused to do so. The Supreme Court
judges who took the PCO oath then validated the
PCO and the emergency.
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On 10 November, President Musharraf amended
the Army Act to allow the court-martial of civilians
suspected of treason, sedition and undefined
“statements conducive to public mischief” committed
since January 2003.

On 21 November, President Musharraf
promulgated a constitutional amendment that bars
judicial scrutiny of the emergency, the PCO and any
actions taken during the emergency.

Hundreds of cases before the Supreme Court and
the four provincial High Courts were delayed as
lawyers boycotted courts presided over by judges
sworn in under the PCO.

Arbitrary arrests and detention

During the period of emergency rule, the right to
freedom of assembly was curbed by rigorous
enforcement of Section 144 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, which prohibits the gathering of more than
four people in public without police authorization.
Most of the detainees were held without reference to
any law; others for breach of Section 144 and for
threatening the maintenance of public order. Some
were held in administrative detention under the
Maintenance of Public Order Ordinance (MPO). A
number of protesters were charged with terrorism
offences or sedition.

Between March and July, hundreds of lawyers
and political activists supporting the Chief Justice
were detained. Elderly party workers were dragged
from their homes in the night and activists were
detained in prisons far from their homes. In the run-
up to the expected return of former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif in September, hundreds of party
workers were arrested.

Following the declaration of an emergency,
several of the dismissed judges, including the Chief
Justice, were placed under de facto house arrest
and denied access to family and friends, without
reference to any law. Thousands of lawyers and
other human rights defenders were detained,
including some 55 human rights activists who had
gathered at the office of the NGO Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) in Lahore on
4 November. HRCP chairperson and UN Special
Rapporteur for freedom of religion, Asma Jahangir,
was detained in her home under a 90-day MPO
detention order that was lifted on 16 November. A
90-day detention order issued against Hina Jilani,
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UN Special Representative of the Secretary General
on Human Rights Defenders, was not enforced after
she returned to the country.

B On 5 November, Baloch nationalist leader Hasil
Bizenjo; Ayub Qureshi, provincial chief of the Baloch
National Party; Yusuf Mastikhan, Vice President of the
National Workers Party; trade unionist leaders Liaquat
Sahi; and Farid Awan were arrested in Karachi on
charges of sedition and rioting, after making speeches
against the imposition of the emergency. They were
released on bail on 22 November, but charges
remained pending.

Torture and other ill-treatment

Many of those arbitrarily arrested were reportedly
tortured or otherwise ill-treated, including by sleep
deprivation and denial of urgently needed medical
treatment. Torture and other ill-treatment were
routinely used against criminal suspects.

B Mohammad Shahid Rind was arrested on 28 July
and reportedly tortured by police who allegedly
mistook him for the brother of a wanted criminal.
Sindh High Court ordered his release and medical
treatment, and instituted an inquiry into his arrest
and torture. He was still in detention at the end of
the year.

Enforced disappearance

The Supreme Court heard petitions of more than 400
people subjected to enforced disappearance in the
context of the government’s “war on terror” and other
national security campaigns. Almost 100 of the
disappeared were subsequently located. Some of
those who reappeared had been detained on
apparently false charges.

On 5 October, then Chief Justice Iftikhar Choudhry
asserted that there was “irrefutable proof” that the
missing people were in the custody of secret agencies
and that those responsible would be prosecuted. He
ordered all those still unaccounted for to be brought
before the Court. Hearings continued until 2 November,
when the Court adjourned proceedings until
13 November. However, following the imposition of
emergency on 3 November and the dismissal of
several Supreme Court judges, no further
disappearance hearings were held.

The fate and whereabouts of hundreds of people
remained unclear and they were feared to be at risk
of torture and other ill-treatment.
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B Saud Memon, who allegedly owned the shed where
abducted US journalist Daniel Pearl was murdered in
2002, was found near his Karachi home on 28 April
2007. He had lost his memory, was unable to speak
and weighed only 36kg. He died on 18 May in hospital.
He was believed to have been arrested by US Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) agents in South Africa in
March 2003. It remained unclear where and in whose
custody he was subsequently held.

Unlawful transfers of victims of enforced
disappearance to countries where they could be at
risk of torture and other ill-treatment continued.

B Osman Alihan, an ethnic Uighur from the Xinjiang
Uighur Autonomous Region (XUAR) of China, was held
atan unknown place of detention after arrestin
Rawalpindion 4 July. He was wanted by the Chinese
authorities for alleged membership of the banned East
Turkistan Islamic Movement. He was unlawfully
handed over to China at the end of July. His fate
remained unknown. Another Uighur, Ismail Semed,
was executed in the XUAR on 8 February 2007 for
“attempting to split the motherland” and other
offences. He had been forcibly returned to China from
Pakistan in 2003 (see China entry).

Excessive use of force

During several waves of protests, security forces
used unnecessary or excessive force against
peaceful demonstrators.

B On 29 September, over 80 lawyers and political workers
protesting in Islamabad against forthcoming presidential
elections were injured, some seriously, when police
officers, many in plain clothes, beat them with batons. On
1 October, the Supreme Court held the Islamabad Police
Chief responsible for ordering disproportionate force and
ordered his immediate suspension. On 23 October, the
Supreme Court ruled that the deployment of police officers
in plain clothes was illegal.

After failing to arrest and seek to prosecute clerics
and students of the Red Mosque in Islamabad who
abducted, beat and threatened people whom they
considered in breach of Islamic norms, security
forces in July first laid siege to, then stormed the
mosque. At least 100 people were estimated to have
been killed. Among the dead were unarmed women
and children possibly used as human shields by
those barricaded in the mosque. The clerics and
students were earlier told by President Musharraf
that they would be killed if they did not surrender.
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Police were complicit in violent attacks allegedly
carried out by political allies of the government,
particularly during a lawyers’ campaign against the
Chief Justice’s suspension in March. On 12 May, at
least 40 people holding a welcoming rally for the
Chief Justice in Karachi were killed in such attacks.
Police reportedly failed to protect demonstrators,
including lawyers, and to prevent the violence.

In the tribal areas and in Swat, the army said they
had killed hundreds of “militants”, but local people said
that many of the victims were women and children.
The military carried out several aerial bombardments
of villages, reportedly resulting in the deaths of many
unarmed civilians. Few attempts were made to arrest
and try alleged “militants”.

W On 7 October, fighter jets bombed supposed “militant
hideouts” in North Waziristan, killing some 250 people,
reportedly including civilians. Thousands of villagers
reportedly fled the area.

Freedom of expression curtailed

Many journalists covering protest rallies were beaten,
threatened and detained. After the imposition of
emergency rule, independent television and radio
news channels were closed. New laws arbitrarily
restricting print and electronic media were issued in
November. Independent Pakistani television channels
were prohibited from broadcasting within Pakistan
unless they signed a Code of Conduct restricting
criticism of the government.

Abuses by armed groups

Hostage-taking and killings

Members of Islamist armed groups were responsible
for hostage-taking, killing of captives and other
unlawful killings. After the Red Mosque siege,
suicide attacks against government and army
installations increased, leading to some 400 deaths.
In July alone, 194 people, including many civilians,
were killed in 13 suicide attacks.

Members of Islamist groups carried out execution-
style killings of dozens of people deemed to have
contravened Islamic law or to have co-operated with
the government, in some cases after hearings before
Islamic councils (shura).

In August, a pro-Taleban group in South
Waziristan released a video that appeared to show a
teenage boy beheading a captured member of a pro-
government paramilitary force. The video also raised
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concerns that the group was using children to carry
out grave human rights abuses.

Violence against girls and women

Girls and women were increasingly targeted for
abuses in the areas along the border with
Afghanistan under Taleban control.

W |n Bannu, North West Frontier Province, the bodies
of two women were found in September. A note
attached to one woman'’s body said that she had been
killed to punish her forimmoral activities.

Discrimination against religious
minorities
The authorities failed to protect religious minorities.
B |n September, two Ahmadi doctors were killed in
Karachi allegedly on account of their minority faith.
No one was arrested.

Prosecutions under blasphemy laws continued
and many people were sentenced to death.
W Younus Masih, a Christian, was sentenced to death
for blasphemy by a court in Lahore on 30 May in a trial
that was reportedly unfair. He was falsely accused of
making derogatory remarks against the prophet of
Islam at a religious service in 2005. He was a prisoner
of conscience.

Violence against women

Custodial violence, including rape, continued. The
state failed to prevent and prosecute violence in
the home and community, including mutilation,
rape and “honour” killings. The NGO Aurat
Foundation said that in the first 10 months of 2007
in Sindh alone, 183 women and 104 men were
murdered for supposedly harming family “honour”.
Despite a ban on jirgas by the Sindh High Court in
2004, official support continued. In November,
caretaker Minister for Information Nisar Memon
stated that jirgas were a reality and should be
“brought into the mainstream”.

The higher judiciary on several occasions ordered
the prosecution of people responsible for swara, the
handing over of a girl or woman for marriage to
opponents to settle a dispute. The practice was
made punishable with up to 10 years’ imprisonment
by a 2005 law, but continued to be widespread.

Children’s rights ignored

The number of juvenile courts remained inadequate.
Children continued to be tried and detained along
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with adults. Children were detained under the collective
responsibility clause of the Frontier Crimes Regulation
in the tribal areas for offences committed by others, a
clear violation of the prohibition in international law of
collective punishment.

Death penalty

Some 310 people were reportedly sentenced to
death, mostly for murder. At least 135 people were
executed, including at least one child offender.

B Muhammad Mansha was executed in Sahiwal in
November. He had been sentenced to death in March
2001 for a murder committed when he was around
15 years old.

Cruel, inhuman and degrading
punishments

The Hudood ordinances continued to provide for
flogging and amputation, but no such punishments
were carried out in 2007. In June, the Federal Shariat
Court set aside a sentence of amputation of the right
hand and left foot imposed in January 2006 on Afghan
national Ajab Khan for robbery. The Court ruled that
mandatory punishments such as amputation cannot
be imposed under Islamic law unless the reliability of
witnesses was ascertained.

Amnesty International visit/reports

# An Amnesty International delegation visited Pakistan in December.
E) Pakistan: Fatal erosion of human rights safeguards under emergency
(ASA 33/040/2007)

£l Pakistan: Amnesty International’s call to political parties to commit
themselves to uphold a 12-point plan on human rights

(ASA 33/052/2007)
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PALESTINIAN
AUTHORITY

President:
Prime Minister:

Mahmoud Abbas
Salam Fayyad (replaced
Isma’il Haniyeh in June)

Death penalty: retentionist

Population: 3.9 million
Life expectancy: 12.9 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 23/18 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 92.4 per cent

Inter-factional political violence between Palestinians
escalated dramatically in the first half of 2007 and led
to different factions governing the West Bank and Gaza
Strip in the second half of the year. Clashes between
security forces and armed groups loyal to the Fatah
party of Palestinian Authority (PA) President Mahmoud
Abbas and to the Islamic Resistance Movement
(Hamas) of Prime Minister Isma’il Haniyeh caused
hundreds of deaths. In June, after Hamas forcibly
seized control of the Gaza Strip, President Abbas
dismissed Prime Minister Haniyeh’s government,
declared a state of emergency and established an
emergency government which excluded Hamas
members. Both factions committed grave human rights
abuses, including arbitrary detention and torture.

Air strikes and other attacks by Israeli forces killed
hundreds of Palestinians and destroyed more than 100
Palestinian homes and properties. Economic and
social problems caused by decades of Israeli
occupation, military attacks, stifling blockades and
punitive economic measures in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories (OPT) grew more severe. The
Israeli blockade on the Gaza Strip was tightened to an
unprecedented level, trapping its entire 1.5 million
population and forcing most Gazans into poverty and
dependency on international aid that sometimes could
not reach them (see Israel-OPT entry).

Palestinian armed groups killed 13 Israelis,
seven of whom were civilians; Israeli forces killed
some 370 Palestinians, almost half of them
civilians and including some 50 children.

Background

Armed clashes between Palestinian factions and the
deepening economic crisis both intensified in the
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first half of the year, particularly in the Gaza Strip,
where Israeli and international economic sanctions
had been imposed following the Hamas victory in
the PA elections in 2006. The deteriorating
economic conditions for Palestinians were
exacerbated by the Israeli authorities’ further
tightening of their blockade on the Occupied
Palestinian Territories (OPT) and frequent Israeli
military attacks on, and destruction of, Palestinian
civil infrastructure.

In March 2007 Fatah and Hamas leaders agreed
to end the in-fighting and formed a unity
government led by Prime Minister Haniyeh. Armed
clashes soon resumed, however, and intensified. On
14 June Hamas forces and their militias seized
control of all Fatah-controlled PA security
installations and government buildings in the Gaza
Strip. The same day, President Abbas dismissed the
unity government and established an emergency
government based in the West Bank. He appointed
Salam Fayyad as Prime Minister. Hamas refused to
recognize the emergency government and set up a
Hamas de facto administration which governed the
Gaza Strip for the rest of the year. The EU, the USA
and other international donors tightened sanctions
on the Hamas de facto administration in Gaza and
resumed direct financial aid to the PA emergency
government in the West Bank. The Israeli
government returned part of the previously
confiscated tax revenue to the PA emergency
government and simultaneously reinforced its
blockade of the Gaza Strip. Among other measures,
it refused to allow medical supplies to enter Gaza or
patients in need of urgent medical treatment to
leave. Some 40 patients died as a result.

In November the Israeli government and the PA
President and emergency government participated
in a US-sponsored international meeting in
Annapolis, USA, from which Hamas was excluded.
The meeting was aimed at resuming peace
negotiations but no tangible progress was evident
by the end of 2007. Contrary to their pre-meeting
undertakings, the Israeli authorities did not lift their
movement restrictions on Palestinians in the OPT
and continued to expand Israeli settlements in the
West Bank.

Throughout the year the main Palestinian armed
groups — Islamic Jihad, Popular Resistance
Committees (PRC), al-Agsa Martyrs’ Brigades
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(Fatah’s armed wing) and the 'lzz al-Din al-Qassam
Brigades (Hamas’ armed wing) — frequently fired
homemade “gassam” rockets from the Gaza Strip
into southern Israel, killing two Israeli civilians and
injuring several others.

Hamas’ takeover in the Gaza Strip

In June, after Hamas forces and militias seized
control of PA security installations and institutions,
President Abbas ordered all PA security forces and
judicial institutions in the Gaza Strip to suspend
operation. The Hamas de facto administration filled
the resulting legal and institutional vacuum by
setting up security and judicial bodies. These
lacked appropriately trained personnel,
accountability mechanisms and human rights
safeguards.

Some 40,000 members of the PA security forces
and civil servants were dismissed by the PA
emergency government because they were
suspected of working for institutions controlled by
Hamas in the Gaza Strip. Tens of thousands of
others, who had not been paid in full for more than
a year, received their salaries from the West Bank-
based PA emergency government on condition that
they did not continue to work in the Gaza Strip.

Hamas forces frequently harassed former
members of the security forces and other officials
loyal to the PA emergency government. On
16 August Hamas forces briefly detained the PA
Attorney General and ordered him not to undertake
any activities. On 4 September the Hamas
administration announced the establishment of an
alternative Supreme Justice Council to appoint
judges to the Justice Department in the Gaza
Strip — a move which contradicted the principle of
the independence of the judiciary and breached
Palestinian laws.

The Fatah-Hamas divisions exacerbated the huge
obstacles faced by the inhabitants of Gaza when
seeking justice or redress from the PA’'s
malfunctioning judicial and security institutions.

In June, after Hamas’ forcible takeover in Gaza,
Fatah gunmen carried out retaliatory attacks against
known or suspected Hamas supporters in the West
Bank, abducting and assaulting several people and
burning down dozens of properties. They did so
with impunity, often in the presence of PA security
forces who failed to intervene and uphold the law.
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Killings, lawlessness and impunity
January-June

The climate of lawlessness and impunity evident in
previous years intensified in the first half of 2007 as
inter-factional fighting escalated between Fatah and
Hamas militants in the Gaza Strip.

Some 300 Palestinians were killed in the inter-
factional fighting. Most were members of rival security
forces and militias but dozens were unarmed civilian
bystanders. Gunmen carried out attacks and gun
battles in densely populated residential areas,
including in and around hospitals, in reckless
disregard for the lives of residents and passers-by.

Members of PA security forces and armed groups
affiliated to Fatah and Hamas carried out unlawful
killings and abductions of rivals with impunity. In
June Hamas gunmen hunted down members of the
PA security forces and Fatah’s militia, the al-Agsa
Brigades, killing some and shooting others in the legs.
Fatah gunmen also carried out similar attacks against
Hamas members, although on a lesser scale.

B Mohammed Swerki, a cook with the Presidential
Guard, was thrown to his death from a building in Gaza
City on 10 June, after he and a colleague were captured
by Hamas gunmen when they went to the wrong
building to deliver food. Fatah gunmen retaliated by
abducting suspected Hamas sympathizer Husam Abu
Qinas when he was returning home from work and
throwing him to his death from another building.

B A peaceful march calling for an end to the Fatah-
Hamas clashes, organized by left-wing parties and
others on 13 June in Gaza, was fired on. Three
protestors were killed: Taghreed Salah al-‘Alia , Shadi
Tayseer al-‘ljlaand Mohammad Mahmoud Adas.
June-December

Lawlessness, unlawful killings and abductions in the
Gaza Strip decreased significantly after Hamas seized
control in June. However, Hamas forces and militias
frequently attacked Fatah activists and other critics
and demonstrators, as well as journalists who covered
such attacks. Meanwhile, members of Hamas forces
were at times targeted in bomb attacks which Hamas
blamed on Fatah activists.

B On 12 November at least six demonstrators were
killed and dozens were injured when Hamas forces
fired on protesters at a mass rally organized by Fatah
activists to commemorate the third anniversary of the
death of Yasser Arafat, former PA Presidentand
Fatah chairman.
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In the West Bank, PA forces attacked
demonstrators on several occasions.

B On 27 November in Hebron, one protester was shot
dead at a demonstration against the Israeli-PA meeting
in Annapolis.

The PA emergency government, under intense
pressure from Western donors, took some steps to
curb the lawlessness which had become rife in
previous years, notably frequent abductions, assaults
and other attacks by the al-Agsa Brigades. In
October the PA security forces implemented a set of
measures devised by US security envoy General
Keith Dayton to improve security in Nablus, an
al-Agsa Brigades stronghold. This led to a significant
decrease, though not a total cessation, of attacks by
such groups, but the PA failed to bring to justice
al-Agsa Brigades militants responsible for killings,
abductions and other attacks.

Arbitrary detention, torture and

other ill-treatment

Gaza

After mid-June, Hamas forces and militias detained
some 1,500 people in a politically motivated detention
campaign. Hundreds of people, mostly Fatah
supporters, were arbitrarily detained for participating
in non-violent demonstrations. Most were released
within 48 hours but were required as a condition of
release to sign pledges not to participate in further
protests or other opposition. In many cases Hamas
forces also demanded that detainees pay “fines”.
Those detained were mostly held in former PA
security installations and other locations which were
not authorized to be used as detention facilities under
Palestinian law.

Many detainees alleged that they were tortured or
otherwise ill-treated by being beaten, tied in painful
positions (shabeh) and threatened. Some said they
were told that they would be shot in the legs. At least
two detainees — Walid Abu Dalfa and Fadhel Dahmash
—died in detention apparently as a result of torture or
other ill-treatment.

B Tarig Mohammed Asfour, a former policeman, was
detained by Hamas forces and militias in late June. He
was beaten for six hours with metal wires, sticks and a
shovel, and had nails driven into his shins with a hammer.
B Wa'el Ghalban, a Fatah activist, was severely beaten on
the feet and other parts of the body by Hamas forces
when he was detained overnightin November.
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West Bank

After mid-June, PA security forces launched a
crackdown on Hamas supporters throughout the West
Bank and arrested some 1,500 people. Most were
released within a few days without charge and often
on condition that they denounced Hamas and
pledged not to support it. Scores of others were
detained for several weeks or months but then
released uncharged.

From September on, however, Israeli forces
frequently arrested those released from detention by
the PA. Most detentions by the PA were carried out by
security forces, notably Preventive Security, that were
not authorized by Palestinian law to detain suspects,
and detainees were also held in unauthorized places
of detention. Families were rarely notified of
detainees’ arrests or whereabouts and in some cases
security forces moved detainees from one place to
another to prevent them appearing before a judge or
to avoid complying with judges’ orders to release
them. Detainees were often not brought before a
judge within the time required under Palestinian law.

Reports of torture and other ill-treatment, rare at
first, became more common from August, with
detainees reporting that they had been tied in
deliberately painful positions (shabeh). Most victims,
however, were reluctant to complain for fear that
they would be rearrested by PA forces or detained
by Israeli forces.

B Ahmad Doleh was arrested by PA forces in Nablus in
early July and detained for five months without charge
or trial in various places. Within days of his release from
PA detention in early December he was arrested by
Israeli forces.

W Hussein al-Sheikh, a lawyer from the Bethlehem
area, was detained by PA forces for 13 days in
September and then released without charge, but
arrested by Israeli forces a week later and placed in
administrative detention without charge or trial.

Impunity

Neither the PA in the West Bank nor Hamas in
the Gaza Strip took any credible measures to
ensure accountability for members of their
security forces and militias, who continued to
enjoy impunity for human rights abuses they
committed, including unlawful killings, hostage-
taking, arson and other attacks on people

and property.
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Abuses by armed groups

Palestinian armed groups carried out indiscriminate
attacks on Israeli civilians. Thirteen Israelis, including
seven civilians, were killed in such attacks, the lowest
annual fatality figure since the outbreak of the intifada
in 2000.

Palestinian armed groups frequently launched
home-made “gassam” rockets from the Gaza Strip
towards the nearby Israeli town of Sderot and
surrounding areas, killing two Israelis and injuring
several others.

M Shirel Friedman and Oshri Oz were killed in Sderot
by “gassam” rocket attacks on 21 and 27 May.

Suicide bombings and shooting attacks almost
ceased in 2007. One suicide attack was carried out
by an Islamic Jihad group in Eilat on 29 January.

B Emile Ameliach, Israel Zamalloa and Michael Ben
Sa’'don were killed in a suicide bomb attack on a bakery
in Eilat on 29 January.

In the first half of the year Palestinian armed
groups continued to abduct members of rival groups
and foreign nationals. Several Palestinian hostages
were killed (see above), though most were released
unharmed.

W |n March the Army of Islam, a small and previously
little known group, abducted British journalist Alan
Johnston in Gaza City and held him for 114 days,
threatening to kill or harm him on several occasions.
He was released in early July following pressure

from Hamas.

B |n June Hamas and the PRC released an audio
recording of Gilad Shalit, the Israeli soldier they
captured in June 2006, but continued to refuse him
access to the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) or any communication with his family.

Violence against women
More than 10 women were killed in alleged “honour
killings” and scores of others were killed or injured in
attacks by Israeli forces or in inter-factional fighting
between rival Palestinian groups.
B Nisreen Mohammad Abu Bureik and In'am Jaber
Daifallah were killed in July and August respectively in
Gaza. According to their families, they were both killed
by male relatives in so-called “honour” crimes.
Women'’s lives were made even more difficult by
the deteriorating humanitarian conditions, and the
Israeli blockades on the OPT further restricted their
access to health and other crucial services. At least
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three women gave birth at Israeli military checkpoints
after they were prevented from passing through to
reach nearby hospitals.

Amnesty International visits/reports

#® Amnesty International delegates visited Gaza and the West Bank in
June-July and in December.

&) Occupied Palestinian Territories: Torn apart by factional strife
(MDE 21/020/2007)

£l Palestinian Authority: New government must end impunity for
lawlessness (MDE 21/002/2007)

£ Palestinian Authority: New unity government must put civilian
protection above politics (MDE 21/001/2007)

PAPUA NEW
GUINEA

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Head of state: Queen Elizabeth 11,
represented by Paulias Matane

Michael Somare

aholitionist in practice

Head of government:
Death penalty:

Population: 6.1 million
Life expectancy: 56.9 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 82/93 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 57.3 per cent

High levels of violent crime plagued the country.
Public faith in the law-enforcement system did not
improve. Violence against women and children
remained endemic. Civil society responses to these
problems became increasingly prominent.

Background
Parliamentary elections were marred by attacks
against electoral officials and police, as well as fatal
clashes between supporters of rival candidates. The
National Alliance Party (NAP) returned the highest
number of candidates and formed a coalition
government with 12 other political parties and
independent MPs.

Long-running tribal conflicts worsened in many
parts of the country, with Enga and Western
Highlands among the worst affected.
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While a year-long state of emergency in the
Southern Highlands was lifted in August, security
concerns remained high in Bougainville with weapons
disposal a pressing issue for the Autonomous
Government.

Proliferation of illegal small arms

High levels of violent crime, fuelled by the unchecked
proliferation of illegal firearms, showed no signs of
abating, deepening the sense of fear and insecurity in
the population.

A broad-based civil society advocacy initiative
known as the Coalition to Stop Guns Violence was
formed in response to government inaction over
implementing the 2005 National Gun Committee’s
recommendations to combat the proliferation and use
of illegal firearms.

Police and security forces

The police appeared to have neither the ability nor the
will to guarantee security. Investigations into crimes
were not routine; arrests of perpetrators of violations
were rare. Many victims of crime were denied justice
as cases collapsed under a lack of police evidence or
incompetent prosecution.

In an attempt to raise public confidence in the
police, an agreement was signed in June between the
police force and the Ombudsman Commission to
form a Police Complaints Ombudsman. The Defence
Force and the Correctional Services were in line to set
up similar accountability mechanisms.

Violence against women

Gender-based violence, including sexual violence,
was endemic in the home and in the community. In
the context of the elections, women were traded for
guns while gang rapes were reported among
warring tribes.

Despite almost daily condemnations of abuses
against women in the press, including a string of
vehement statements by key government leaders
and law enforcement officials, few incidents were
investigated. Alleged perpetrators, including
policemen and others in powerful positions,
escaped justice and little concrete action to fight
impunity materialised.

In August, the Supreme Court turned down an
appeal by a re-elected MP against a 12-year sentence
for rape. The Electoral Commission had earlier been
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criticized for effectively condoning rape by accepting
the convicted MP’s nomination.

Women human rights defenders were increasingly
active and organized in their advocacy. In a high-
profile silent protest action on 9 October, more than
100 black-clad women activists with white ribbons,
together with the Minister for Community
Development and the only female MP, Dame Carol
Kidu, petitioned the parliament to address violence
against women.

Violence against women was seen as a key reason
behind the HIV/AIDS epidemic, which, in turn, is
fuelling more abuses against women, as HIV/AIDS
deaths were sometimes believed to be the result of
sorcery. Alleged witches were tortured and killed by
mobs who believed they were responsible for deaths.

PARAGUAY

REPUBLIC OF PARAGUAY
Head of state and government:
Death penalty:

Nicanor Duarte Frutos
abolitionist for all crimes

Population: 6.4 million
Life expectancy: 71.3 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 46/36 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 93.5 per cent

Indigenous communities held protests against the
extreme levels of poverty they continued to
experience and the government’s failure to address
their needs. Members of armed civilian patrols and
the police were accused of ill-treating peasants
during evictions. There were reports of harassment of
journalists. A bill regarding maternal health was
rejected by the Senate.

Background

In October the Supreme Court of Justice quashed the
10-year prison sentence of army commander and
then presidential candidate General Lino Oviedo. He
had been sentenced in 1998 for an attempted coup
in 1996 against the then President Juan Carlos
Wasmosy. The ruling restored Lino Oviedo’s rights to
vote and to stand for public office.
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Discrimination — Indigenous rights
Throughout the year Indigenous communities, including
the Enxet, Mbyéa, Aché and Tobas communities,
protested outside government offices in the capital,
Asuncion. They called for free access to land,
guaranteed to Indigenous communities in law. They
were also protesting at the lack of educational
programmes and extreme poverty in their communities.

Among the concerns expressed by the UN
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in
November were the increasing numbers of forced
evictions of peasant families and Indigenous
communities. It established that “nearly 45 per cent
of Indigenous communities have no legal titles to their
ancestral lands”. It recommended, among other
things, that steps be taken by the state to reduce the
level of poverty and to increase efforts to demarcate
Indigenous land and ancestral territories.

Arbitrary detentions and ill-treatment
Peasant leaders complained before the Congressional
Permanent Commission that police and armed civilian
patrols operating in the Department of Itapta were
responsible for arbitrary detention and ill-treatment.
B |n April, members of the police and armed civilians
entered the community of Paraguéi Pyahu, in San
Pedro Department, and beat and arrested five
peasants. They were allegedly charged with
environmental crimes and the illegal cultivation of
marijuana. The following day, three detainees were
released by the local prosecutor who apologized for the
incident; one was subsequently released and one
remained in detention at the end of the year.

Maternal health

In November the Chamber of Senators rejected a bill
on maternal, sexual and reproductive health. This bill
aimed to promote government policies to reduce
maternal mortality and provide better health care to
women during pregnancy and childbirth.

Freedom of expression — journalists

The Executive Committee of the Paraguayan Union of
Journalists protested against a wave of repression and
harassment against journalists and accused the
authorities of attempting to intimidate and silence
critics.

B |n June, Vladimir Jara and Victor Benitez, journalists
for Radio Chaco Boreal, reported receiving death
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threats and having their phones illegally tapped after
reporting on alleged corruption within Paraguay’s
National Anti-Drug Secretariat. The journalists asked
the district attorney to investigate the incidents. It was
not known if any such investigation had been initiated
by the end of the year.

W |n August 2007, Maria Bartola Fernandez,
coordinator of Radio Tekopora, in Puerto Presidente
Franco, Alto Parana Department, reported receiving
death threats from members of the regional government
which she believed were linked to her criticism of the
authorities for failing to provide basic services. An
investigation was initiated after she made a statement
before the National Congress and the Human Rights
Department of the Senate.

PERU

REPUBLIC OF PERU
Head of state and government: Alan Garcia Peréz
Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinary crimes

Population: 28.8 million
Life expectancy: 10.7 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 50/41 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 87.9 per cent

Important steps were taken to bring to justice those
responsible for human rights violations during the
years of armed conflict (1980-2000).
Environmentalists and community leaders
campaigning against mining projects continued to
be at risk of harassment and attack. Women living in
poor marginalized communities continued to face
discrimination in accessing maternal health
services.

Background

A bill on international co-operation which would
have placed NGOs under closer state scrutiny was
ruled unconstitutional.

In January Congress rejected a bill to modify the
use of the death penalty in terrorism-related cases.
Two other bills on the death penalty remained
pending before Congress at the end of the year.
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Teachers, health professionals and miners
went on a series of strikes throughout the year
to protest against government economic and
labour policies.

In August, a set of legislative decrees to combat
organized crime was issued. There were concerns
that the decrees could be used to criminalize
legitimate social protest.

Small groups of members of the armed opposition
group Shining Path (Sendero Luminoso) continued to
operate in some areas. Peasant farmers in Ayacucho
Department continued to be falsely charged with
terrorism-related offences for alleged involvement in
attacks carried out by Shining Path.

Impunity — justice for past violations
Former President Alberto Fujimori was extradited to
Peru from Chile in September. He faced charges
including the killing of 15 people in 1991 and the
enforced disappearance and killing of nine students
and a professor in 1992. His trial was continuing at
the end of the year.

An effective programme for protecting those who
survived human rights abuses during the 20-year armed
conflict, their relatives as well as witnesses and lawyers
had not been implemented by the end of the year.

Progress on the implementation of the
recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission remained limited. In August, the
Human Rights Ombudswoman highlighted that only
one new case had been opened during the first six
months of the year and that 28 out of the 47 cases
filed before the Public Ministry by the Commission
remained pending.

The National Council for Reparations, established
in 2006 to oversee reparations to victims of human
rights abuses documented by the Commission, began
its work. By the end of the year it had registered
cases in more than 800 communities.

In November, the Supreme Court of Justice ruled
that those responsible for the crime of enforced
disappearance include not only those who carry out
the killing and hide the body, but also those in the
chain of command. In its ruling the Supreme Court
confirmed the sentences of two military officers for
the 1991 enforced disappearance of four people in
Ayacucho Department.

B The Inter-American Court of Human Rights ruled in
July that the state was responsible for the killing of Saul
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Cantoral Huamaniand Consuelo Trinidad Garcia Santa
Cruzin February 1989 by members of the military.

Prison conditions

Challapalca Prison, which is situated over 4,600m
above sea level, reopened in October. Twenty-four
prisoners were immediately transferred there. The
prison had been closed in 2005 following national
and international pressure, including
recommendations by the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights, that it be closed because its
inaccessibility seriously limits prisoners’ rights to
maintain contact with the outside world, including
with relatives, lawyers and doctors.

Health — maternal health in rural areas

In April, the government stated that it was taking
steps to ensure that women would no longer be fined
for failing to attend antenatal appointments and that
certificates of live birth issued by health centres would
not be withheld from those who gave birth at home.

A report issued by the Ombudswoman’s Office in
May highlighted the continuing economic and
geographic barriers faced by women in rural areas in
accessing health care, the lack of accessible
information on health services and the absence of
culturally appropriate health provision.

In February the UN Committee on the Elimination
of Discrimination against Women recommended that
Peru ensure all women were provided with identity
documents, including birth certificates, and in
particular that it ensure women from rural, Indigenous
and minority communities had full access to justice,
education and health services.

Human rights defenders — mining projects
B Human rights defender Javier Rodolfo Jahncke
Benavente received death threats in March, apparently
because of his work in Piura Province with the Muqui
network which works to ensure that communities have
access to information about projected mining activities
and to a transparent and fair consultation process
before any such activities are carried out.

B |n August the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights requested that protective measures,
including medical diagnoses and treatment, be
provided to 65 people from the town of La Oroya,
Yauli Province, in the region of Junin, following
decades of mining.
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Amnesty International visit
# AnAmnesty International delegate visited Peru in November to research

issues surrounding the trial of former President Alberto Fujimori.

PHILIPPINES

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
Head of state and government:
Death penalty:

Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
aholitionist for all crimes

Population: 85.9 million
Life expectancy: 11 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 33/22 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 92.6 per cent

Life for activists and many others was coloured by
fear of extrajudicial executions and enforced
disappearance, although fewer killings were reported
than in 2006. The link between the military and
political killings was further established by
international and national institutions. There was
much opposition to enhanced powers under an anti-
terrorism law given to the armed forces and police.
Negotiations progressed between the government
and Muslim separatists, but talks with the
communist National Democratic Front (NDF)
remained stalled.

Political killings and enforced
disappearances

Amid conflicting reports, at least 33 people were
allegedly victims of political killings, a slight
decrease over the previous year, and several people
disappeared.

B Siche Bustamante Gandinao, a member of Bayan
Muna (People First), a leftist political party, and
Misamis Oriental Farmers Association was killed on
10 March. She had testified before the UN Special
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary
executions about the murder of her father-in-law,
Dalmacio Gandinao, also a member of Bayan Muna.
Like her father-in-law, Siche Gandinao campaigned
against human rights violations committed by soldiers
against residents of their village suspected of being
rebels or rebel supporters.

B Nilo Arado and Luisa Posa-Dominado were
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abducted in April after being stopped in their truck by
men in army fatigues. Their companion, Jose
Garachico, was shot and wounded and left on the road
while the other two were driven off in the truck. The
burned out truck was found the next day with no sign of
Nilo Arado and Luisa Posa-Dominado. Three hearings
to consider habeas corpus writs were held in which
military officers were named but failed to appear.

In February the Commission of Inquiry headed by
former Supreme Court Justice José Melo published
its report on political killings. It concluded that
circumstantial evidence linked a group of military
personnel to the killings. The Commission stated
that further evidence, particularly the testimony of
witnesses and the co-operation of activist groups,
was needed to secure criminal convictions, while
finding that under the principle of command
responsibility, some senior military officers may be
held responsible for their failure to prevent, punish
or condemn the killings.

Public concern about political killings and
disappearances mounted in 2007. The Supreme
Court convened a summit with government and civil
society actors in July. Recommendations included
amendments to the law on habeas corpus to allow
courts to give families or petitioners access to
suspected places of detention. In September, the
Supreme Court issued The Rule on the Writ of
Amparo, which allows courts to order temporary
protection, inspection or production of documents
or witnesses where an individual’s life, liberty or
security have been violated or are under theat. The
Writ of Amparo was subsequently used by human
rights groups in cases of enforced disappearance.
On 26 December, the Court of Appeals issued a
decision that recognized the involvement of General
Jovito Palparan and other military personnel in the
abduction and disappearance of Raymond and
Reynaldo Manalo in 2006.

A report issued in November by the UN Special
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary
executions criticized government institutions,
particularly the military, for continued extrajudicial
killings. The Rapporteur underlined the main causes as
the failure of the judicial system to address impunity
and the military counter-insurgency strategies that
increasingly target civil society groups as fronts for
communist insurgents. Recommendations included
ensuring the accountability of military officials, reforming
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the witness protection programme, ensuring the respect
of human rights in the peace process, enabling effective
congressional oversight of the security sector, and
calling on the Supreme Court to take all available
measures to ensure the effective prosecution of cases.

Few prosecutions were brought against those
responsible for political killings and disappearances.
In a rare case, two soldiers were charged with murder
in May following the killing in 2006 of Isaias Sta.
Rosa, a pastor, in Daraga, Albay province. Shortly
after, however, the charges were dropped due to lack
of evidence.

Arbitrary arrests and detentions

Arrests and harassment of politicians and activists
continued. Following a mission to the Philippines by
the Inter-Parliamentary Union in April to investigate
politically motivated arrests, criminal cases against six
opposition members of parliament, including Satur
Ocampo and Crispin Beltran, were dismissed.

W Satur Ocampo, Congress Representative and co-
founder of Bayan Muna, was detained for 19 days on
charges of murder in connection with left-wing
activities during the rule of former President Marcos.
He was released on bail on 3 April.

B Crispin Beltran, Congress Representative for the
Anakpawis (Toiling Masses) party, was released in
April. He had been detained in February 2006 and
faced fabricated charges of rebellion.

Legal developments
The Human Security Act, passed in July, allows for
suspects to be detained without warrant or charge
for up to 72 hours, and for surveillance and seizure
of assets. The government said the law was
introduced in response to the ongoing conflict with
armed groups in the south, primarily the Muslim
separatist group Abu Sayaff which had kidnapped
and killed civilians.

Widespread opposition to the legislation included
a petition by former senators, members of the House
of Representatives, the Integrated Bar of the
Philippines and others. There were fears that the Act
could be used to stifle legitimate political dissent.

Armed groups

Talks between the government and the separatist Moro

Islamic Liberation Front resumed after many delays but
with limited progress due to continuing disagreement on
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the definition of ancestral domain land within
autonomous Muslim regions in the south of the country.
Negotiations also continued on sharing wealth from the
mineral deposits, forests and farmlands in the region.

The arrest in August of Jose Maria Sison, the
founder and former leader of the Communist Party of
the Philippines (CPP) living in exile in the Netherlands,
threatened permanently to stall peace talks between
the government and the NDF. Jose Maria Sison was
charged with ordering the murder in the Philippines of
two former members of the CPP’s military wing, the
New People’s Army, in 2003 and 2004. He was
released in September after a Dutch judge found that
there was insufficient evidence against him.

Amnesty International reports

Philippines: All parties must act on political killings ahead of elections
(ASA35/001/2007)

5 Philippines: Possible enforced disappearance/fear for safety

(ASA 35/003/2007)

Philippines: Investigate claims and protect Manalo brothers

(ASA 35/004/2007)

POLAND

REPUBLIC OF POLAND
Head of state:
Head of government:

Lech Kaczyniski
Donald Tusk (replaced
Jarostaw Kaczynzki in November)

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

Population: 38.5 million
Life expectancy: 15.2 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 10/9 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 99.8 per cent

Poland denied allegations that it had permitted
secret US detention centres on its soil and rebuffed
several requests to reopen an investigation into the
issue. Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
(LGBT) people continued to be subjected to
discrimination and intolerance. There were
concerns about conditions of detention of asylum-
seekers and the rights available for people with
“tolerated stay” status.
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Background

Early parliamentary elections were held in October
after Parliament (Sejm) voted to dissolve itself on
7 September following the governing coalition’s loss
of its majority after the withdrawal of one of its
junior parties. The turnout was the highest since
the first post-Communist elections in 1991. A
former opposition party, Civic Platform, won the
elections and formed a new government in
November. The previous administration’s policy of
opposing the incorporation of the EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights into Polish law was continued
by the new government.

‘War on terror’

Poland’s alleged involvement in the USA’s programme
of secret detentions and renditions flights continued
to be of concern. In February, the European
Parliament’s Temporary Committee on allegations of
illegal activity in Europe by the US Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) concluded that Poland failed to properly
investigate claims that the US had secret detention
facilities in their territory. It concluded that
investigations had not been conducted
independently, and that statements by the
government to the Committee’s delegation were
contradictory and compromised.

In April, the UN Committee against Torture (CAT)
urged Poland to disclose details of its parliamentary
investigation into the presence of secret CIA
detention centres in the country. In its concluding
observations in July, CAT expressed its concern at
the persistent allegations of Poland’s involvement
in extraordinary renditions. When asked about this
issue, the then Prime Minister Jarostaw Kaczynski
said the government regarded the allegations as a
“closed issue”.

In June, the Rapporteur on secret detentions for
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe
(PACE), Dick Marty, issued a second report revealing
new evidence that US “high-value detainees” were
held in CIA secret detention centres in Poland and
Romania between 2002 and 2005. A 2001 secret
agreement among NATO members provided the basic
framework for this and other illegal CIA activities in
Europe, the report alleged.

In June, PACE commented that “it is now
established with a high degree of probability that
secret detention centres operated by the CIA, forming

Amnesty International Report 2008

part of the High Value Detainee program, existed for
some years in Poland and Romania”. PACE called for
democratic oversight of military intelligence services
and foreign intelligence services operating in both
countries. It also called for transparent investigations
and urged compensation for victims of unlawful
transfers and detention. Poland denied involvement
with secret detention centres.

In response, the EU Justice, Freedom and
Security Commissioner, Franco Frattini, wrote to the
government in July to highlight its obligations under
the European Convention on Human Rights to
establish whether the allegations were true. He had
warned in 2005 that member states could face
penalties — including suspension of EU voting rights
— if they were found to have taken part in the secret
CIA prison system. By the end of the year, Poland
had not responded.

In September, the European Committee for the
Prevention of Torture denounced the use of secret
detention and renditions in the fight against terrorism.

Discrimination — sexual orientation
Discriminatory attitudes against LGBT people
persisted. Openly homophobic language continued to
be used by highly placed politicians, including
President Kaczynski and the then Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Education, Roman Giertych.

There were also concerns about proposals
announced by the government in March which
sought to “prohibit the promotion of homosexuality
and other deviance” in Polish schools, and to “punish
whoever promotes homosexuality or any other
deviance of a sexual nature in educational
establishments”. Failure to comply could lead to
dismissal, fine or imprisonment.

Although following the dissolution of Parliament
these measures were never put into practice,
European institutions raised concerns that such
measures would be a violation of Poland’s
international obligations, the Polish Constitution and
the commitments undertaken when the country
joined the EU in 2004. They would institutionalize
discrimination in Poland’s school system and
criminalize anyone who promoted equality.

The European Commissioner for Employment,
Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, Vladimir
Spidla, stated that the European Commission would
use all the powers and instruments at its disposal to
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combat homophobia. Meanwhile, the European
Parliament expressed anger and concern at growing
intolerance towards LGBT people across Europe.
Polish authorities were singled out and called on “to
publicly condemn and take measures against
declarations by public leaders inciting discrimination
and hatred based on sexual orientation”.

In June, the Council of Europe’s Human Rights
Commissioner expressed strong concerns about a
number of aspects of the Polish government’s
approach to LGBT people. The Commissioner found
“the portrayal and depiction of homosexuality...
offensive, out of tune with principles on equality,
diversity and respect for the human rights of all”. The
Commissioner also expressed his concerns about
proposed measures to penalize the alleged promotion
of homosexuality in schools. The Commissioner
deplored “any instances of hate speech towards
homosexuals” and called on the Polish authorities to
take a similar stance.

Freedom of expression

In September, the European Court of Human Rights
dismissed an appeal by Poland against its original
ruling in May in favour of LGBT rights activists from
Poland. The activists had successfully challenged a
ban on the LGBT Equality Parade in Warsaw in June
2005 by the then Mayor of Warsaw and current
President, Lech Kaczynski. The Court upheld its
original and unanimous decision that the ban was
illegal and discriminatory.

Refugees and asylum-seekers

People with “tolerated stay” status, many of them
Chechens from the Russian Federation, continued to
be excluded from integration programmes available
only to recognized refugees.

There were allegations that asylum-seekers in some
detention centres received inadequate medical
assistance. The CAT raised concerns also about
conditions in transit zones and deportation detention
centres where foreign nationals awaiting deportation
were held.

W Despite requests, the authorities failed to answer
questions about the death of a Chechen national from
the Russian Federation, Isa Abubakarow, in October
2006, allegedly after being denied adequate medical
care. He had been sent to the refugee detention centre
of Lesznowola after being returned to Poland from
Belgium in June 2006. The Polish Ombudsperson filed
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a complaint about reception conditions and lack of
medical care in the Lesznowola centre with the
Regional Prosecutor of Gréjec which was still pending
atthe end of 2007.

Death penalty

Although in September the government opposed
proposals by the Council of Europe for the
inauguration of a European Day Against the Death
Penalty, in December the new government
announced its support for the initiative.

Discrimination against women

In February, the UN Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women expressed its concerns
about the repeated rejection by Parliament of a
comprehensive law on gender equality. The
Committee also expressed concerns about the
abolition of the Government Plenipotentiary for Equal
Status of Women and Men in 2005. The new
government declined to re-establish the post, despite
appeals by NGOs.

Amnesty International visit/reports

M Amnesty International delegates visited Poland in May.

Europe and Central Asia: Summary of Amnesty Internationals’ concerns
in the region: January-June 2007 (EUR 01/010/2007)

g Poland: School bill would violate students’ and teachers’ rights and
reinforce homophobia (EUR 37/001/2007)

Poland and Romania: Take responsibility for secret detention sites
(EUR 37/003/2007)

Poland: Submission to the UN Universal Periodic Review: first session
of the HRC UPR Working Group 7-18 April 2008 (EUR 37/005/2007)

Amnesty International Report 2008



PORTUGAL

PORTUGUESE REPUBLIC

Head of state: Anibal Antdnio Cavaco Silva
Head of government: José Socrates Carvalho Pinto de Sousa
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

Population: 10.6 million
Life expectancy: 11.7 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 1/7 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 93.8 per cent

Allegations of ill-treatment by police and
subsequent effective impunity continued. Violence
against women persisted. The Office of Public
Prosecutions opened a judicial investigation into
suspected CIA rendition flights believed to have
stopped over in Portugal.

lll-treatment

Allegations of ill-treatment by police and subsequent
impunity continued in 2007.

W On 29 May the Criminal Court in Lisbon acquitted all
seven defendants in a criminal case brought against
prison officers accused of assaulting Albino Libanio in
Lisbon Prison in 2003. The Prison Service Inspectorate
of the General Directorate of Prison Services had
investigated the incident and concluded that Albino
Libanio had indeed been assaulted by prison officers as
he alleged. The court recognized the injuries suffered
by Albino Libanio, but acquitted the defendants on the
grounds of lack of evidence proving their responsibility.
Albino Libanio lodged an appeal with the Court of
Appeal on the basis that the court had failed to conduct
basic investigations that would have provided the
information necessary to secure a conviction. The
appeal was pending at the end of the year.

Migration

A new immigration law, which entered into force on

4 July, introduced certain legal rights for migrants
awaiting decision on their expulsion from or admission
into Portuguese territory, with particular emphasis on
the rights of unaccompanied minors. The law also
specifies that facilitating illegal migration in a manner
that endangers the life of the migrant or constitutes
inhuman or degrading treatment can be punished by
two to eight years’ imprisonment. Victims of trafficking
are no longer classified as illegal immigrants.
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Violence against women

The third National Plan Against Domestic Violence
entered into force in June. One of its key provisions is
guaranteed free access to health care for victims of
domestic violence. In July the government stated that
39 women had been killed by their husbands or
partners during 2006.

‘War on terror’

On 25 January the Minister for Foreign Affairs stated
that the government’s investigations into alleged CIA
flight stopovers in Portugal during illegal transfers of
suspects between countries (renditions) had been
closed, stating that there was no evidence to support
the continuation of the inquiry. However, on

5 February the Office of Public Prosecutions
announced that it was opening a criminal investigation
into possible torture and other ill-treatment related to
suspected CIA rendition flights, on the basis of
information provided to it by a Portuguese Member
of the European Parliament and a journalist. No
further information was publicly available at the end
of the year.

Amnesty International report

£) Europe and Central Asia: Summary of Amnesty International’s concerns
inthe region, January-June 2007 (EUR 01/010/2007).

PUERTO RICO

COMMONWEALTH OF PUERTO RICO
Head of state:

Head of government:
Death penalty:
Population:

Under-5 mortality (m/f):

George W Bush

Anibal Aceveda-Vila
abolitionist for all crimes
4 million

12/10 per 1,000

There were continuing concerns about the excessive
use of force by Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
agents and police brutality.

Police and security forces

An inquiry by the Office of Inspector General (OIG)
into the killing of independence activist Filiberto Ojeda
Rios by the FBI in September 2005 raised a number
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of concerns. The inquiry had cleared the FBI of
wrongdoing. However, Amnesty International
remained concerned that the discharge by police of
more than 100 rounds of ammunition into a building
which may have housed unarmed individuals
appeared inconsistent with international standards on
the use of deadly force. It also questioned the level of
perceived threat from within the house, given as the
basis for the FBI delaying entry after Filiberto Ojeda
Rios was shot and fatally wounded; and whether he
posed an immediate threat to life when he was shot.
Amnesty International called for a review of FBI
standards on the use of deadly force and asked what
measures the US government had taken to address
the OIG’s criticisms of aspects of the planning and
execution of the operation. No response from the US
government had been received by the end of the year.

Amnesty International received no response to its
request for information about whether an investigation
had been carried out into allegations that members of
the FBI had used pepper spray and unjustified force
against a group of journalists in February 2006.

There were complaints of police brutality during a
crackdown on drugs crime in Villa Cafiona, a
neighbourhood in the town of Lofza. Residents
complained that officers from the Puerto Rico Police
Department conducted indiscriminate strip searches
of black youths, subjecting them to racial abuse and,
in some cases, physical assault.

In December, an external inquiry was appointed to
investigate reports of police ill-treatment of unarmed
demonstrators protesting against a luxury coastal
housing development. Demonstrators blocking lorry
access to the site at Paseo Caribe were allegedly
punched or dragged across the ground, with a
number sustaining injuries.

Amnesty International reports

£l PuertoRico: Amnesty International concerned at reports of police
violence against unarmed demonstrators (AMR 47/001/2007)

£ USA/Puerto Rico: Amnesty International’s concerns regarding the FBI
shooting of Filiberto Ojeda Rios (AMR 51/198/2007)
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QATAR

STATE OF QATAR
Head of state:
Head of government:

Shaikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani
Shaikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabr
al-Thani (replaced Shaikh Abdullah bin
Khalifa al-Thani in April)

Death penalty: retentionist

Population: 0.9 million
Life expectancy: 15 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 13/11 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 89 per cent

The authorities restored the nationality of some
2,000 people, but hundreds were believed to be still
deprived of their nationality. Political prisoners
remained in jail without charge or after unfair trials.
Migrant workers were exploited and, if they
protested, deported. Courts continued to pass
sentences of death and flogging, although no one
was executed.

Background

Qatar was elected to the UN Human Rights Council in
May after the government promised to implement
recommendations of human rights treaty bodies.

Nationality rights

The authorities restored Qatari nationality to some
2,000 people, including many al-Ghufran
members of al-Murra tribe. However, some
alleged that their birth records had been amended
to indicate erroneously that they were born
outside Qatar, rendering them ineligible to vote.
Other cases of arbitrary deprivation of nationality
remained unresolved and several new cases

were reported.

B Maher Ibrahim Mohamed Hanoon, a Qatari
national of Palestinian origin, his former wife,
Abeer Tameem Mohamed al-Adnani, and their two
children, Tameem, 14, and Raneem, 10,
reportedly had their Qatari nationality arbitrarily
withdrawn by the Interior Ministry in July, leaving
them at risk of deportation.

B ‘Abdul Hameed Hussain al-Mohammed, together
with his six children and two brothers, were
reportedly stripped of their Qatari nationality and
ordered to be deported in October 2002. They were
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dismissed from their jobs, lost their employment
rights and were denied publicly provided housing
assistance which they had previously received as
Qatari nationals. This action was taken against
them after ‘Abdul Hameed Hussain al-Mohammed
and his two brothers were sentenced to prison
terms in December 2001 following a dispute with
another individual.

‘War on terror’

At least two foreign nationals continued to be held
at the state security prison in Doha: Mussa Ayad,
an Egyptian national held since March 2006, who
was reportedly held in solitary confinement without
charge; and Ali Hassan Sairaka, a Syrian national
held since 2005 and sentenced to five years in
prison in 2007.

B Fahad al-Mansouri, arrested in November 2005
and sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment for
“belonging to a secret organization”, was released in
early September 2007.

Violence against women

The authorities failed adequately to address
discrimination and violence against women.

MW |n January, the Appeal Court reduced to a one-
year suspended sentence the three-year prison
sentence imposed on a Jordanian man convicted of
murdering his 16-year-old sister. The Court held that
he had not intended to kill his sister, whom he
suspected of having an illicit relationship.

Migrant workers

Foreign migrant workers, who make up a large
proportion of Qatar’'s workforce, complained that
they were exploited, including by non-payment of
wages. They continued to have inadequate
protection under the law.

W |n May, hundreds of Nepalese workers staged
protests to demand an increase in and monthly
payment of their salaries and benefits. They were
reportedly arrested and ill-treated before being
deported to Nepal.

Cruel, inhuman and degrading
punishments

Sentences of flogging continued to be imposed.

B |n January, a court in Doha sentenced an Egyptian
national to 40 lashes for drinking alcohol.
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Death penalty

One person was sentenced to death and at least 22
people were on death row, but no executions were
reported.

B |n April, an unnamed Qatari man convicted of having
sexual relations with his 14-year-old daughter was
sentenced to death.

Amnesty International visit

= Amnesty International’s Secretary General visited Qatar in May.

ROMANIA

ROMANIA

Head of state:

Head of government:
Death penalty:
Population:

Life expectancy:
Under-5 mortality (m/f):
Adult literacy:

Traian Basescu

Calin Popescu-Tariceanu
abolitionist for all crimes
21.5 million

71.9 years

23/17 per 1,000

97.3 per cent

Romania denied allegations that it had permitted
secret US detention centres on its soil and rebuffed
several requests to reopen an investigation into the
issue. Romani people continued to face intolerance
and discrimination, as did lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) people. Law enforcement
officials were allegedly responsible for unlawful
killings. Concern remained about the care and
treatment of patients in mental health institutions.

Background
Political instability in Romania in 2007 was widely
attributed to rivalry between Prime Minister Calin
Popescu-Tariceanu and President Traian Basescu. In
April President Basescu was suspended by
Parliament, but in a referendum on impeachment in
May a majority of the electorate voted for his retention.
On 1 January, Romania became a member state
of the EU. In its progress report in June, the
European Commission urged Romania to implement
a more transparent and efficient judicial process and
warned that Romania must take tougher action to
fight corruption.
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‘War on terror’

Romania’s alleged involvement in the USA’'s
programme of secret detentions and renditions
continued to be of concern.

In February, the European Parliament concluded
that Romania and Poland had failed to properly
investigate claims that the USA operated secret
detention facilities in their territory. It criticized
Romania’s inquiry into the issue as superficial, and
expressed concern about the lack of control by
the authorities over US activities in Romanian
military bases.

In June, the Rapporteur on secret detentions for
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe
(PACE), Dick Marty, issued a second report revealing
new evidence that US “high-value detainees” were
held in secret US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
detention centres in Poland and Romania between
2002 and 2005. A 2001 secret agreement among
NATO members provided the basic framework for this
and other illegal activities by the CIA in Europe, the
report alleged.

In June, PACE commented that “it is now
established with a high degree of probability that
secret detention centres operated by the CIA, forming
part of the High Value Detainee program, existed for
some years in Poland and Romania”. PACE called for
democratic oversight of military intelligence services
and foreign intelligence services operating in both
countries. It also called for transparent investigations
and urged compensation for victims of unlawful
transfers and detention. Romania denied involvement
with secret detention centres and subsequently the
Romanian delegation announced its withdrawal from
PACE.

In response, the EU Justice, Freedom and
Security Commissioner, Franco Frattini, wrote to the
government in July to highlight its obligations under
the European Convention on Human Rights to
establish whether the allegations were true. He had
warned in 2005 that member states could face
penalties — including suspension of EU voting rights
— if they were found to have taken part in the secret
CIA prison system.

In November, Romania replied, denying
allegations that secret CIA prisons had operated on
its soil, and reiterated that a committee of inquiry set
up by the government had already concluded that
the allegations were unfounded.
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In September, the European Committee for the
Prevention of Torture denounced the use of secret
detention and renditions in the fight against terrorism.

Discrimination - Roma

Minorities, and in particular Roma, continued to
confront serious discrimination, including in
employment, housing, health and education.

UNICEF reported in March that up to 70 per cent
of Roma households had no direct water supply and
that the segregation of Romani children into inferior
schools and “Roma-only” classes also continued to
be a concern.

Hate speech and intolerance by the media and
some public authorities continued. In May, President
Traian Basescu reportedly called a journalist a “dirty
gypsy”, but later apologized. The National Council for
Combating Discrimination called for the President to
explain himself.

There were tensions with Italy over Italy’s declared
intention to expel Roma with Romanian nationality. In
November, the Minister of Foreign Affairs Adrian
Cioroianu said in a televised debate that he had
considered “buying a piece of land in the Egyptian
desert to send there all the people who tarnish the
country’s image”. Adrian Cioroianu later apologized
publicly but refused to resign. The Prime Minister
“deplored” his Minister's comments but took no
further action. Several human rights organizations
subsequently issued open letters demanding Adrian
Cioroianu’s resignation, and a Roma NGO, Romani-
CRISS, filed a complaint with the National Council for
Combating Discrimination (Consiliul National pentru
Combaterea Discrimindrii, CNCD).

Discrimination — sexual orientation
LGBT people continued to face widespread
discrimination and hostility.

At June’s Bucharest GayFest parade, around
500 LGBT rights activists marched through the
capital to demonstrate against discrimination and
to call for the legalization of same-sex marriages.
The march was opposed by the Orthodox Church
and some politicians. Romanian riot police
detained dozens of counter-demonstrators who
tried to break up the march. Police fired tear gas to
hold the counter-demonstrators at bay after some
threw stones and attempted to break through
protective cordons.
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Police and security forces

In July, the UN Interim Administration Mission in
Kosovo (UNMIK) reported that it was unable to
identify which members of the Romanian Formed
Police Unit stationed in Kosovo had been
responsible for the deaths of two men during a
demonstration in February in Pristina. (See
Serbia/Kosovo entry.) In part, they could not identify
the officers because they had been repatriated to
Romania. The Romanian authorities did not
acknowledge any personal responsibility among the
officers, but a criminal investigation was opened
under a military prosecutor in Bucharest.

B |n July, the European Court of Human Rights issued
its judgment in the case of Belmondo Cobzaru, a
Romani man beaten in custody by police officers in
Mangalia in 1997. The Court ruled that Romania was in
breach of the prohibition of inhuman and degrading
treatment, the right to an effective remedy, and the
prohibition of discrimination.

Mental health care

Concerns remained for people committed to
psychiatric institutions, in particular children. In
April, the Centre for Legal Resources (Centrul de
Resurse Juridice, CRJ), an NGO, and UNICEF
released a report citing cases of alleged violations
of the human rights of children and young people
with mental disabilities, including malnutrition; lack
of adequate clothing, medication or treatment; lack
of trained staff; abusive application of patient
restraint measures; and isolation from the rest of
the community.

The report also highlighted cases of children who
were allegedly confined to psychiatric hospitals
without a specific treatment or diagnosis. It further
accused local authorities of committing orphans to
psychiatric institutions, in the absence of any
alternative care.

Following a visit to the Rehabilitation and Recovery
Centre in Bolintinul din Vale, the CRJ reported in June
that conditions were virtually unchanged since its
previous visit in 2003. Almost all 107 residents were
poorly dressed or lacked any clothing at all, there
were no rehabilitation activities, and patients were
undernourished. Living conditions were inadequate
with no privacy for the patients and extremely poor
hygiene, resulting in the alleged spread of parasites
and infections among patients.
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In October, the CRJ filed a complaint with the
Prosecutor’s Office of the Supreme Court against its
decision to close the investigation into deaths at the
Poiana Mare psychiatric hospital, where 17 patients
died in 2004 due to malnutrition or hypothermia.

Amnesty International reports

£) Europe and Central Asia: Summary of Amnesty International’s concerns
in the region: January-June 2007 (EUR 01/010/2007)

£l Poland and Romania: Take responsibility for secret detention sites
(EUR 37/003/2007)

RUSSIAN
FEDERATION

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Head of state: Vladimir Putin

Head of government: Viktor Zubkov
(replaced Mikhail Fradkov in September)

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

Population: 141.9 million
Life expectancy: 65 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 24/18 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 99.4 per cent

The Russian authorities were increasingly intolerant
of dissent or criticism, branding it ‘unpatriotic’. A
crackdown on civil and political rights was evident
throughout the year and in particular during the run-
up to the State Duma (parliament) elections in
December. Given the strict state control of TV and
other media, demonstrations were the flashpoint
during the year for political protests, with police
detaining demonstrators, journalists, and human
rights activists, some of whom were beaten. Activists
and political opponents of the government were also
subjected to administrative detention.

The number of racist attacks that came to the
attention of the media rose; at least 61 people were
killed across the country. Although authorities
recognized the problem and there was an increase
in the number of prosecutions for racially motivated
crimes, these measures failed to stem the tide
of violence.
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The European Court of Human Rights ruled that
Russia was responsible for enforced disappearances,
torture and extrajudicial executions in 15 judgments
relating to the second Chechen conflict which began
in 1999. There were fewer reported cases of
disappearances in the Chechen Republic than in
previous years; however, serious human rights
violations were frequent and individuals were
reluctant to report abuses, fearing reprisals.
Ingushetia saw an increase in serious violations,
including enforced disappearances and extrajudicial
executions.

NGOs were weighed down by burdensome reporting
requirements imposed by changes to legislation.
Torture was used by police against detainees, including
to extract “confessions”; violence against inmates in
prisons was also reported.

Background

Pervasive corruption undermined the rule of law and
people’s trust in the legal system. A new structure, the
Investigation Committee, was established within the
office of the Prosecutor General, and was charged with
responsibility for criminal investigations. It was unclear
at the end of the year what impact these changes would
have on the work of the Prosecutor’s office.

New laws regulating immigration were brought in
designed to simplify immigration procedures and the
obtaining of work permits, but at the same time
increasing the penalties for employing irregular
migrants. The January 2007 law against foreign workers
in Russian retail markets, presented by President Putin
as a way of protecting “native Russians”, was perceived
by some as legitimizing xenophobia.

The ruling United Russia party won a clear majority in
State Duma elections in December; President Putin
headed the party’s electoral list. An observation mission
of parliamentarians from the Organization for Security
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) and the Council of
Europe pronounced the elections “not fair”.

The North Caucasus remained a violent and unstable
region. The security situation in Ingushetia deteriorated
with armed groups launching numerous attacks, often
fatal, against members of law enforcement agencies.
Unidentified gunmen committed numerous attacks
against non-Ingush civilians, including ethnic Russians.
In Chechnya sporadic fighting continued, with
incursions by armed groups into the capital Grozny
and other areas. Ramzan Kadyrov was appointed
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President of Chechnya in March, following the
resignation of Alu Alkhanov.

Human rights defenders

Government representatives and state-controlled
media repeatedly accused human rights defenders
and members of the opposition movement of working
for foreign interests and being “anti-Russian”. Human
rights defenders and civil society activists were
subjected to harassment and intimidation. Criminal
charges, such as for using unlicensed computer
software or for inciting hatred, were taken out
selectively against human rights defenders and
independent journalists.

B Oleg Orlov, head of the human rights centre
Memorial, and three journalists from a Russian TV
station, who had all planned to monitor a
demonstration against serious abuses by law
enforcement officials in Ingushetia, were abducted on
24 November from a hotel in Ingushetia by armed
masked men. They stated that they were beaten and
threatened with being shot before being left in a field.

In April Russian NGOs were obliged for the first
time to submit information about their activities under
the new law on NGOs to the Federal Registration
Service (FRS). In the following months, many human
rights defenders were subjected to repeated reviews
of their activities, were forced to re-register their NGOs
in lengthy bureaucratic procedures and to challenge
allegations against their NGOs in court.

B Citizen’s Watch, a human rights organization in

St Petersburg focusing on such issues as police reform
and combating racism, used non-Russian donor
funding for their publications. The FRS considered that
printing the names of donors on their publications
constituted advertising for the donors, for which the
NGO would have had to pay tax. In July the FRS
demanded copies of all the NGO’s outgoing
communications since 2004. Citizen's Watch disputed
the right of the FRS to receive such information.

In August, new amendments to the law on
combating “extremist activities” came into force. They
added a new motivation of hatred against a specific
group to the list of possible “extremist” motivations:
the list now includes hatred against not only a specific
race, religion, or ethnicity but also political, ideological
and social groups. The law allows for acts of minor
hooliganism to be more severely punished if
committed on grounds of hatred against a specific
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group. Human rights defenders were concerned that
the law may be used to clamp down on dissent.

W On 27 January, the Supreme Court upheld the
conviction of human rights defender Stanislav
Dmitrievskii, who had received a conditional sentence
in 2006 for inciting ethnic enmity after publishing
articles by Chechen separatist leaders. In November a
court in Nizhnii Novgorod imposed stricter conditions
on him.

B Nine people reportedly were charged in relation to
the October 2006 murder of human rights journalist
Anna Politkovskaya.

Freedom of expression

In the months prior to the State Duma elections, the
authorities became more restrictive of public
expressions of dissent. Scores of people, including
journalists and monitors, were briefly detained prior
to, during and following demonstrations and many
were convicted of violations of the Administrative
Code in trials which did not always meet international
standards of fair trial.

B In November opposition leader Garry Kasparov was
sentenced to five days’ administrative detention after
he had participated in a “dissenters’ march” in Moscow
a week before the Duma elections. Amnesty
International considered him a prisoner of conscience
and called for his immediate release.

Police used excessive force on a number of
occasions in order to break up demonstrations
organized by opposition parties and anti-
government activists. Following a demonstration in
St Petersburg on 15 April, several people had to
undergo hospital treatment.

The authorities used various methods to prevent
journalists, well-known political activists and human
rights activists from attending and monitoring
demonstrations. In May, Moscow mayor Yuri Luzhkov
banned a gay rights march in Moscow. Gay rights
activists, including several members of the European
Parliament, were briefly detained when they
attempted to hand over a petition to Yuri Luzhkov,
urging him to respect the right to freedom of
expression and protesting against his decision to ban
a gay rights march from taking place in Moscow.

Armed conflictin the North Caucasus
Federal and local law enforcement agencies operating
in the region responded in an arbitrary and unlawful
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fashion to violent attacks by armed groups. Serious
human rights violations, including enforced
disappearances and abductions, arbitrary detention,
torture including in unofficial places of detention, and
extrajudicial executions, were reported in the
Republics of Chechnya, Ingushetia, Dagestan and
North Ossetia. People were convicted of crimes in
cases where forced “confessions” formed part of the
evidence against them. People mounted
demonstrations in Ingushetia and Dagestan against
disappearances and other arbitrary actions by law
enforcement agencies. A rally against disappearances
was banned in Chechnya'’s capital, Grozny, in
October. Human rights abuses, including abductions,
were reportedly committed by armed groups against
civilians in the region.

In Ingushetia, in at least six cases where men were
shot dead by law enforcement officers, witnesses
claimed that the men had been summarily executed;
the authorities stated that they had put up armed
resistance. Relatives of a six-year-old boy, shot dead
by law enforcement during a raid on the family home
in November, claimed he had been killed deliberately.
Detainees were tortured and ill-treated in order to
extract “confessions” or information. At least three
people subjected to enforced disappearance or
abduction during the year remained missing at the
end of the year.

W |bragim Gazdiev was seized by armed menin
camouflage in August in Karabulak, Ingushetia, and
subsequently disappeared. The armed men were
allegedly law enforcement officials from the Federal
Security Service (FSB). The authorities officially denied
that Ibragim Gazdiev had been detained. He has not been
seen or heard from since.

In Chechnya the number of reported enforced
disappearances and abductions decreased, compared
with previous years, although cases continued to be
reported. Torture and ill-treatment by Chechen law
enforcement officials was reported, including in illegal
and secret places of detention. During his visit to
Chechnya in March, the Commissioner for Human
Rights of the CoE stated that he had “the impression
that torture and ill-treatment are widespread” and
added that perpetrators of torture had a feeling of “utter
impunity”. The European Committee for the Prevention
of Torture (CPT) issued its third public statement on
Chechnya in March, naming six police detention
facilities where detainees were at a high risk of torture.
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In Kabardino-Balkaria a trial began in October against
59 suspects accused of an armed attack on Nalchik
in October 2005 in which over 100 people died. Many
of the detainees, including former Guantanamo
detainee Rasul Kudaey, alleged they were tortured
into giving confessions.

Impunity

Victims of human rights violations and their relatives
were frequently afraid to submit official complaints. In
some cases the victim or their lawyer was directly
threatened not to pursue a complaint. Human rights
groups in the region publicizing the violations and
offering assistance to victims came under pressure
from the authorities. Some individuals were reportedly
reluctant to lodge applications at the European Court
of Human Rights, because of reprisals against
applicants before them.

B 76-year-old Sumaia Abzueva was allegedly beaten
up on the way to the market in Argun on 9 January by a
group of young men. She had been seeking an
investigation into the killing of her son in 2005. She said
she had been threatened more than once by the men
who had detained and taken her son away from the
family home, and who were suspected to be members
of Chechen security forces.

When investigations concerning human rights
violations were opened they were often ineffectual,
and suspended for failure to identify any suspect. The
CPT highlighted gross inadequacies in many of the
investigations opened into allegations of torture. There
was no single comprehensive list of disappeared
persons, no work to collect DNA from relatives of the
disappeared, no work to exhume the mass graves,
and no fully functioning forensic laboratory carrying
out autopsies. Very few cases reached trial.

W |n June, a military court in Rostov-on-Don convicted
four members of a special Russian military intelligence
unit for killing six unarmed civilians from Dai village,
Chechnya, in January 2002. They were sentenced to
imprisonment in strict-regime prison colonies for
terms of nine to 14 years. This was the third hearing
into the case. Three of the four were sentenced in

their absence, having failed to appear. The Supreme
Court of the Russian Federation upheld the
convictions.

European Court of Human Rights rulings

In 15 judgments the European Court ruled Russia
responsible for enforced disappearances, torture and
extrajudicial executions relating to the second
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Chechen conflict. The Court sharply criticized the
ineffectual investigations.

B Peace activist Zura Bitieva was tortured in 2000 in an
unofficial detention centre at Chernokozovo, and killed
in 2003, along with three members of her family. She
had filed a case with the Court relating to her torture.
The Court ruled that her detention in Chernokozovo
had been in “total disregard of the requirement of
lawfulness”; that her and her relatives’ killing could be
attributed to the State; and that there had been no
effective, prompt and thorough investigation into the
killings.

Internally displaced people

Many thousands of people remained internally
displaced in the North Caucasus as a result of the
second Chechen conflict. At least seven temporary
accommodation centres were closed in Grozny. Some
individuals were reportedly forced to leave without a
guaranteed safe and sustainable return to their homes,
without adequate alternative housing being offered,
and without due process being followed. Reportedly
some individuals were forced to sign statements that
they left voluntarily.

Over 18,000 people displaced by the Chechen
conflict were estimated to be living in Ingushetia and
Dagestan at the end of 2007, some of them living in
extremely poor conditions in temporary camps.
Thousands of others remained displaced in
Ingushetia from the Prigorodnii district, a territory
disputed with North Ossetia.

Forcible return

Individuals who were detained under deportation or
extradition proceedings, were denied access to a
meaningful asylum procedure and were vulnerable to
arbitrary actions by law enforcement agencies.
Amnesty International was aware of at least three
cases of forcible return to countries (in these cases
Uzbekistan and China), where they faced a high risk
of serious human rights violations including torture, in
violation of the principle of non-refoulement. In one
case, an individual was returned over 24 hours after
the European Court of Human Rights had issued an
order to stay the deportation. In May, the head of a
detention centre for foreigners in Moscow was
convicted of exceeding official authority for his
participation in the October 2006 deportation of
Uzbekistani national Rustam Muminov, in violation of
Russian and international law.
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Torture and other ill-treatment

There were many reports of torture and ill-treatment
during investigations by law enforcement officials and
in places of detention. Police and investigators
allegedly beat detainees, placed plastic bags or gas
masks over their heads, used electroshocks and
threatened them with further forms of torture and ill-
treatment if they refused to admit their “guilt” and to
sign a “confession”.

During the year a number of police officers were
found guilty of crimes relating to torture and ill-
treatment during investigations and interrogations.

B |n July, Valerii Dontsov, an elderly disabled man from
Kstovo in the region of Nizhnii Novgorod, was
reportedly beaten and ill-treated by police in order to
make him confess to the murder of his son. After being
subjected to ill-treatment by the police, he had to
undergo hospital treatment.

Riots in several prison colonies were reported.
Prisoners were protesting against ill-treatment and
violations of their rights, such as denials of family
visits and receipt of food parcels, and the frequent
use of punishment cells for minor violations of prison
rules. Similar reports were received from prison
colonies in Krasnodar, Sverdlovsk and Kaluga
Regions. The media reported that three prisoners
died as a result of the suppression of a riot in
Sverdlovsk Region.

In January President Putin spoke in favour of
ratifying the Optional Protocol to the UN
Convention against Torture. Proposals to allow for
public monitoring of places of detention were
under discussion; however, by the end of the year
no effective system of unannounced inspections
was in place.

Fair trial concerns

In April, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe called on the Russian authorities to “use all
available legal means” to release Igor Sutiagin,
Valentin Danilov and Mikhail Trepashkin. The
parliamentarians expressed concern about the
authorities’ failure to meet international fair trial
standards and about alleged inadequate medical
treatment.

B |gor Sutiagin, sentenced in 2004 to 15 years’
imprisonment for espionage, spent three monthsina
punishment cell, for reportedly being in possession of a
mobile phone in the prison colony.
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B Lawyer and former security service officer Mikhail
Trepashkin was sentenced in 2004 for revealing state
secrets and unlawful possession of ammunition. He
was transferred in March from an open prison colony to
a stricter regime for allegedly violating prison rules,
but his lawyers and human rights defenders believed
this to be a punishment for his complaints against the
prison authorities. On 30 November Mikhail
Trepashkin was released.

B New charges were filed against imprisoned former
YUKOS oil company head Mikhail Khodorkovskii and
his associate Platon Lebedev in February, alleging their
involvement in money laundering and embezzlement.
The Office of the Prosecutor General failed to respect
court decisions concerning the criminal proceedings
and the men’s legal team was harassed.

Violence against women

Violence against women in the family was
widespread. Government support for crisis centres
and hotlines was totally inadequate. No measures
under Russian law specifically addressed violence
against women in the family.

Racism

Violent racist attacks occurred with alarming
regularity, mostly concentrated in big cities such as
Moscow, St Petersburg and Nizhnii Novgorod, where
the majority of foreigners and ethnic minorities lived.
While exact figures for numbers of attacks and racist
incidents were hard to verify, the non-governmental
SOVA Information and Analytical Centre reported
that at least 61 people were killed and at least 369
were injured in racially motivated attacks, an increase
on 2006. Anti-Semitic attacks and desecration of
Jewish cemeteries were also reported. The real level
of such violence remained hidden due to chronic
under-reporting.

Despite increased efforts by authorities to recognize
the issue of racism, and some indications that legal
provisions against racially motivated crimes were
being used more effectively, there were few
convictions for racist attacks and victims stated that
their attempts to report racist attacks to the police
were futile.

Amnesty International visits/reports
# Amnesty International delegates visited Russia in July and December.
An October visit to Chechnya was postponed at the request of authorities.
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E) Russian Federation: What justice for Chechnya’s disappeared?
(EUR 46/015/2007)

£l Russian Federation: Update briefing: What progress has been made
since May 2006 to tackle violent racism? (EUR 46/047/2007)

2] Russian Federation: New trial of Mikhail Khodorkovskii and

Platon Lebedev must meet international fair trial standards

(EUR 46/052/2007)

£) Russian Federation: Human rights defenders at risk in the North
Caucasus (EUR 46/053/2007)

RWANDA

REPUBLIC OF RWANDA
Head of state:

Head of government:
Death penalty:
Population:

Life expectancy:
Under-5 mortality (m/f):
Adult literacy:

Paul Kagame

Bernard Makuza
aholitionist for all crimes
9.4 million

45.2 years

204/178 per 1,000

64.9 per cent

Rwanda abolished the death penalty in 2007.
Freedom of expression, association and movement
continued to be restricted. The security services
were implicated in human rights violations,
including the use of excessive force and torture.
Fair trial standards continued to be flouted,
particularly in the community-based gacaca
tribunals, whose powers to try genocide suspects
were extended during the year. Tensions persisted
between and within Rwanda’s main ethnic groups.

Excessive use of force, torture and
other ill-treatment

The security services, and in particular the police and
Local Defence Forces (LDF), reportedly used unlawful
and excessive force when arresting suspects. The
LDF are an armed civilian force working alongside the
national police.

W |n May, it was reported that Frangois Rukeba, who
had recently been extradited from Uganda to Rwanda,
had been tortured. According to reports, he was
severely beaten during the first days of his detention by
the Rwandan security forces.
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In November, it was reported that the government
would shortly submit the issue of ratification of the
UN Convention against Torture to Parliament.

Freedom of expression
Press freedom
In 2007, Rwanda was ranked 181 out of 195
countries in terms of respect for press freedom by the
USA-based organization, Freedom House.
Harassment, threats, intimidation and violent
attacks against journalists, in particular those
working for non-state media, continued. The
authorities failed to protect and uphold the rights of
these journalists.
B On 9 February, Jean Bosco Gasasira, the editor of
Umuvigizi newspaper, was assaulted with iron bars by
three unidentified men in the capital, Kigali. Jean
Bosco Gasasira was rushed to hospital where he
remained in intensive care for several days. He had
published several articles in Umuvigizinewspaper that
were critical of the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), the
ruling political party. One article alleged nepotism
within the RPF.
B Alsoon 9 February, the government-controlled
radio station, Radio Rwanda, reportedly broadcast
remarks by the Director of Radio Rwanda and the
President of the High Press Council threatening the
independent newspaper Umuco. Accusing the
newspaper of fomenting ethnic hatred, they
compared it to the defunct newspaper Kangura,
which incited hatred of Tutsi people before and
during the 1994 genocide. Following this radio
broadcast, Bonaventure Bizumureymi, the editor of
Umuco, received telephone calls threatening him.
The press is still viewed by some with fear since it
played such an instrumental role in whipping up the
genocide in 1994. In 2007, the government
continued to accuse journalists critical of the
authorities of inciting ethnic hatred in order to
silence them.
W |n September, four government ministers, including
the Ministers of Interior and of Communication, and
two members of the security forces threatened
independent journalists during a programme broadcast
by Radio Rwanda and Télévision rwandaise (TVR) if
they carried on criticizing the government. The Interior
Minister allegedly said that the police should arrest any
journalist who published a leaked official document
and that the journalist should remain in detention
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until he revealed the source of the leak. In addition,
these journalists were branded as “enemies” of the
country. Journalists working for the newspaper
Umusesowere particularly targeted.

The government increasingly used criminal laws
and sanctions to stifle free expression of opinion.
Two draft laws, one related to the Press Law and one
to the Criminal Code, which were being considered
by Parliament at the end of 2007, contained
provisions which would unduly restrict freedom
of expression.

Human rights defenders

The work of human rights defenders was under
intense scrutiny by the authorities.

W |n February, Congolese law professor Idesbald
Byabuze Katabaruka was arrested and charged with
“threatening state security” and “discrimination and
sectarianism”. He was in Kigali to teach a university law
course. The public prosecutor issued the charges in
relation to several public documents which Idesbald
Byabuze Katabaruka had allegedly written or co-
authored. They included an article, Alerte Rwanda
(Rwanda Warning), which was highly critical of the
RPF. About one month later, after international
pressure, the charges against him were dropped and
he was released from Kigali Central Prison.

Death penalty

In July, Rwanda abolished the death penalty, the first
country in the Great Lakes region to do so. The
retention of the death penalty constituted one of the
main obstacles preventing the transfer of detainees
held by the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda
(ICTR), and indicted genocide suspects living abroad,
to Rwanda’s national jurisdiction.

Gacaca trials

Trials continued under the gacaca system - a
community-based system of tribunals established in
2002 to try people suspected of crimes during the
1994 genocide.

In March, a new gacaca law was enacted which
substantially changed the previous 2004 law. Under
the new law, the jurisdiction of gacaca tribunals was
extended so that they could try categories of people,
such as “notorious killers”, who previously came
under the jurisdiction of the national courts. The
gacaca tribunals were also empowered to hand down
life sentences. In addition, the number of judges
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(Inyangamugayo) required to sit on a gacaca tribunal
was reduced from nine to seven in order to increase
the number of sessions. Although the government’s
stated intention was to close down the gacaca courts
as soon as possible, in early December the Secretary
General of the gacaca jurisdictions announced that
the gacaca tribunals would be extended into 2008.

While the provisions of the 2007 law speeded up
the gacaca trials, this was at the expense of the
fairness and quality of the rulings. There were regular
reports that fair trial guarantees were not being
applied in the gacaca process, leading to miscarriages
of justice.

B Francois-Xavier Byuma, a prominent human rights
defender, was sentenced to 19 years’ imprisonment in
May for participating in weapons training during the
1994 genocide, after an unfair trial by the gacaca
community courtin Bilyogo, Kigali. The judge who
presided over the trial had been under investigation by
Francois-Xavier Byuma’s NGO, Turengere Abana
(Rwandan Association for the Protection and
Promaotion of the Child, I’Association Rwandaise pour la
Protection et la Promotion de I'Enfant) for the alleged
rape of a 17-year-old girl. The judge’s conflict of interest
denied Francois-Xavier Byuma his right to a fair trial
before an independent and impartial tribunal.

Poorly qualified, ill-trained and corrupt gacaca
judges in certain districts fuelled widespread distrust
of the gacaca system.

In December, the League for Human Rights in the
Great Lakes Region (LDGL) reported that seven
judges of the gacaca court of the Kibirizi sector, South
Province, had been arrested in November for
tampering with evidence.

Rwandans continued to flee the gacaca system to
neighbouring countries. Some were afraid that the
tribunals would expose their involvement in the
genocide. Others fled out of fear of false accusations.
MW Teachers and other staff from the University of
Butare reportedly fled the country out of fear of being
wrongly accused of involvement in the genocide.

Rwandan sources also reported throughout the
year that gacaca judges and witnesses (for the
prosecution and the defence alike) had been
threatened and in some cases killed.

Detention without trial
In October, during a parliamentary session, Rwandan
senators raised concerns about illegal detentions.
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Several thousand detainees remained incarcerated on
a long-term basis without trial.

B Dominique Makeli, a former journalist for Radio
Rwanda, remained in detention without trial after
almost 13 years. The charges against him repeatedly
changed. The authorities’ latest accusation was that he
had incited genocide in a programme for Radio
Rwanda in 1994.

W Two Catholic nuns, Sisters Bénédicte Mukanyangezi
and Bernadette Mukarusine, were finally tried in July

2007 after more than 12 years in detention without trial.

The gacaca court that took up their cases released
them for lack of evidence.

MW Tatiana Mukakibibi, a former presenter and
producer with Radio Rwanda, was acquitted of
genocide charges by a gacaca court in the southern
district of Ruhango on 6 November after 11 years in
detention without trial.

Prison conditions
In early 2007, the government announced the
provisional release of 8,000 detainees, many of whom
had reportedly confessed to participation in the
genocide. This was the third wave of mass releases
since 2003 in an attempt to address prison
overcrowding. Despite these releases, the prisons
remain overcrowded. By July, there were 97,000 prison
inmates. This figure dropped to 70,000 in September
following an official instruction which allowed some
detainees to carry out work of benefit to local
communities, known as TIG (work of general interest),
in camps outside the prisons.

Prison conditions remained extremely harsh and
amounted to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.

Political prisoners
In April, Pasteur Bizimungu was transferred from prison
to house arrest. Pasteur Bizimungu and Charles
Ntakirutinka had been sentenced in 2005 to 15 and 10
years’ imprisonment respectively on charges of inciting
civil disobedience, associating with criminal elements
and embezzlement of state funds. Both men had, prior
to their arrest, launched a new political party, the
Democratic Party for Renewal (Parti Démocratique de
Renouveau, PDR-Ubuyanja). Many human rights
observers considered that their prosecution was an
attempt to eliminate political opposition.

Charles Ntakiruntinka remained in Kigali's
Central Prison.
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Investigations of genocide and war crimes
In October, the Rwandan commission of inquiry to
investigate the role of the French military in the
genocide presented its report to President Kagame.

The Spanish judicial authorities continued to
investigate the murder of Spanish nationals and other
crimes committed between 1990 and 2002 in Rwanda
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The
investigation focused on the alleged direct involvement
of 69 members of the RPF, some of whom were high-
ranking figures in the military.

Foreign governments, such as those of the UK,
France, Canada and the Netherlands initiated judicial
proceedings against alleged Rwandan genocide
suspects residing, sometimes under false identities, in
their countries.

International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda

Trials of prominent genocide suspects continued
before the ICTR, which held 61 detainees at the end
of 2007. Twenty-eight trials, involving multiple and
single defendants, were ongoing. Eighteen suspects
indicted by the ICTR were still at large.

Since opening in 1996, the ICTR has rendered 32
definitive judgments. The ICTR was mandated by the
UN Security Council to complete all trials by the end of
2008. In accordance with its completion strategy, the
prosecutor proposed the transfer of three cases to
European jurisdictions and five to Rwandan jurisdiction.
Since its inception, the ICTR has tried only members
and supporters of the government in place in April
1994. It did not fully implement its mandate by
investigating all war crimes and crimes against
humanity committed in 1994, notably those
committed by the RPF.

Enforced disappearances

W Augustin Cyiza, a prominent member of civil society,
and Léonard Hitimana, a member of the Transitional
National Assembly, were reportedly victims of enforced
disappearance in 2003. Since then, officials have denied
knowledge of their whereabouts, and have carried out no
rigorous investigations into their disappearances.

Amnesty International reports

Rwanda: Freedom of expression under attack (AFR 47/002/2007)
Rwanda: Give Dominique Makeli a trial or let him go (postcard)
(AFR 47/006/2007)
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) Rwanda: Fear for safety/Legal concern: Francois Xavier Byuma

(AFR 47/007/2007)

Rwanda: Abolition of the death penalty (AFR 47/010/2007)

) Rwanda: Suspects must not be transferred to Rwandan courts for trial
until it is demonstrated that trials will comply with international standards
of justice (AFR 47/013/2007)

) Rwanda: Genocide suspects must not be transferred until fair trial
conditions met (AFR 47/014/2007)

SAUDI ARABIA

KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA
Head of state and government: King Abdullah Bin
‘Abdul ‘Aziz Al-Saud

Death penalty: retentionist

Population: 25.8 million
Life expectancy: 12.2 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 25/17 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 82.9 per cent

The human rights situation remained dire although
legal reforms were announced and there was
continuing public debate about women'’s rights.
Hundreds of people suspected of terrorism were
arrested and detained in virtual secrecy, and
thousands of people arrested in previous years
remained in prison. Those arrested included
prisoners of conscience, among them peaceful
advocates of political reform. Women continued to
suffer severe discrimination in law and practice.
Torture and other ill-treatment of detainees were
common and prisoners were sentenced to flogging
and amputation. At least 158 people were executed,
including a child offender.

Background
There were sporadic acts of violence by security
forces and armed men apparently opposed to the
government. The violence resulted in the death or
injury of civilians, suspected political opponents and,
in rare cases, members of security forces, but few
details were available.

In February, an attack by an armed group killed
four French nationals who were with a group of
tourists in the Western Desert. In April, the

Amnesty International Report 2008

government announced that the main suspect had
been killed when security forces stormed his home in
the holy city of Madina.

Legal developments

In October, the government introduced two laws to
restructure the courts and amend the rules governing
the judicial profession, and allocated US$1.8 billion to
implement the changes. It remained to be seen how
this positive move would impact on the three key
problems: the secrecy and lack of transparency of the
criminal justice system; the lack of adherence to
international fair trial standards, such as the rights to
legal representation and to appeal; and the lack of
independence of the judiciary. These deficiencies
remained clearly evident throughout the year and
contributed to human rights violations. For example,
the judiciary remained silent or was complicit in
violations committed in the context of countering
terrorism, and it continued to apply discriminatory
legislation and issue discriminatory judgments in
cases involving women.

Counter-terrorism

Hundreds of suspected supporters of religious
opposition groups, officially termed “misguided
groups”, were detained and thousands arrested in
previous years continued to be held without trial and
denied basic prisoners’ rights.

Those detained during 2007 included terrorism
suspects forcibly returned by the authorities of other
states, including the USA and Yemen. However, most
arrests were made in Saudi Arabia. In some cases,
armed security forces killed alleged militants in
unclear circumstances during alleged attempts to
arrest them. The authorities said that 172 people
suspected of planning violent attacks were arrested in
April and a further 208 in November in different parts
of the country, but did not disclose further details and
it was unclear precisely how many suspects were
arrested and where they were being held. It was also
unclear how many suspects detained in previous
years remained in prison, although they were believed
to number several thousand. In July, the Interior
Ministry said it had detained 9,000 security suspects
between 2003 and 2007, of whom 3,106 remained in
detention. Most were reportedly subject to a “reform”
programme conducted by religious and psychological
experts. In November, the government announced the
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release of 1,500 detainees who had apparently
completed the programme.

W |n May, detainees were shown on television
confessing to membership of “misguided groups” and
describing plans to bomb oil installations and other
targets. The government said it would try them on the
basis of their confessions. They included Nimr Sahaj al-
Bagmiand Abdullah al-Migrin, whose confessions
were reportedly ratified by judges. It was unclear
whether the two detainees had been allowed access to
lawyers, despite the likelihood that they would be
charged with offences punishable by death. The fate of
all the detainees remained shrouded in secrecy.

‘War on terror’

One Saudi Arabian national, Yasser Talal al-Zahrani,
died in US custody in Guantdnamo Bay, Cuba. At
least 77 others were released by the US authorities
and returned to Saudi Arabia, where they were
immediately arrested but allowed family visits. Some
were subsequently released; others remained in
detention apparently undergoing the government’s
“reform” programme for security detainees.

Prisoners of conscience

Over 100 people arrested on account of their religious
affiliation or sexual orientation were or appeared to be
prisoners of conscience. They included foreign
workers belonging to al-Ahmadiyya, who consider it a
sect of Islam, members of the Shi'a community,
Sunni reformists and peaceful dissidents. They also
included women who staged protests in July outside
al-Mabahith al-‘Amma (General Intelligence
Department) prison in Buraida, north of Riyadh. The
women were calling for the trial or release of male
relatives who had been detained for years without trial
and without access to lawyers or the courts to
challenge the legality of the detentions. Most of these
detainees were released after short periods, but those
who were foreign nationals, such as the Ahmadis,
were dismissed from their jobs and deported without
being allowed to challenge the legality of the action
taken against them.

However, at least 12 prisoners of conscience were
still held without trial or access to lawyers at the end
of the year. They included Dr Abdul Rahman al-
Shumayri and nine others, all university professors,
writers or lawyers, who had been arrested in February
after they issued a petition calling for political reform.
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They were held at al-Mabahith al-‘Amma prison in
Jeddah. They were held incommunicado for nearly six
months before being allowed family visits. At least two
were reportedly held in solitary confinement.

In an unusual move, prisoner of conscience
Dr Abdullah al-Hamid was released on bail after being
detained briefly in connection with the women'’s
protest and then tried before an ordinary criminal
court in a partly public hearing. He and his brother,
who was tried with him on charges arising from the
women'’s protest, were convicted and sentenced to six
and four months’ imprisonment respectively and
required to give an undertaking not to incite further
protests. They lodged an appeal but the hearing was
not concluded by the end of the year.

Hundreds of former prisoners of conscience,
human rights activists, and advocates of peaceful
political change remained banned from travel abroad.
They included Matrouk al-Falih, a university professor,
and one of the reformists imprisoned from March
2004 to August 2005 who was told by the Interior
Ministry that he would not be allowed to travel abroad
until March 2009. Others were said to have had their
bans renewed after they expired.

Discrimination and violence
againstwomen

Two cases highlighted the severe nature and extent of
legal and other discrimination against women in
Saudi Arabia and provoked debate within the country
and internationally.

W The brother of a woman known as Fatima, a mother
of two, invoked his legal authority as her male
guardian to have a court rule that she be divorced
from her husband against her and her husband’s will.
The brother contended that the husband’s tribe was
of lower status and that he had failed to disclose this
when seeking permission to marry Fatima. Despite
the couple’s opposition, the court ruled them divorced
on the basis of the tribal rule of parity of status
between families and tribes as a condition of the
validity of their marriage. Fearing that she could be at
risk from her relatives, Fatima chose to live in prison
rather than go to her brother’s home and was
subsequently moved to a woman'’s shelter with her
two children. She was unable to meet her former
husband as this would mean committing a khilwa
offence (a meeting between a male and female who
are not members of the same immediate family),
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which could put them both at risk of prosecution and
punishment by flogging and imprisonment.

B A 20-year-old woman, known as the “al-Qatif girl” to
protect her identity, was gang-raped by seven men in
2006 in al-Qatif city. When the case came to court, she
and a male companion who had been with her before
the rape were each sentenced to 90 lashes for
committing a khilwa offence. The rapists were
sentenced to prison terms ranging from one to five
years in addition to flogging. All the sentences were
then increased on appeal. The rape victim and her
male companion were sentenced to six-month prison
terms and 200 lashes, while the rapists’ sentences
were increased to prison terms ranging from two to nine
years in addition to flogging. The rape victim’s lawyer
declared publicly that his client, as the victim of the
crime, should not have been punished. In response,
the Justice Ministry stated that by committing khilwa
the young woman was partly responsible for her own
rape and began disciplinary action against the lawyer,
accusing him of breaching the law and disclosing the
case to the media. In December, the King pardoned the
rape victim and the case against her and the male
companion was reportedly withdrawn. The disciplinary
action against her lawyer was also stopped and he was
allowed to resume his work.

In September, women'’s rights activists petitioned
the King to allow women to drive vehicles, as
permitted in all other countries. There were also calls
for Saudi Arabian women to be allowed to compete
in international sporting events along with their
male counterparts.

Discrimination fuelled violence against women, with
foreign domestic workers particularly at risk of abuses
such as beatings, rape and even murder, and non-
payment of wages. There was concern that
discriminatory laws relating to marriage caused
women to be trapped in violent and abusive
relationships from which they had no legal recourse.

The government submitted its first report to the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW) and was scheduled to
appear before the committee in January 2008.

Torture and other ill-treatment

Torture and other ill-treatment were widespread and
generally committed with impunity. Security forces
were alleged to use various methods, including
beatings with sticks, punching, suspending detainees
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by their wrists, sleep deprivation and insults. A video
clip released in April showed images of prisoners
being tortured in al-Hair Prison, Riyadh. The
government said it would investigate the incident
and the prison authorities later said that one soldier
had been disciplined for the torture and suspended
for a month and another had been suspended for
20 days for failing to intervene and stop the
assaults on prisoners. It was not known whether
any independent investigation was carried out or
whether the perpetrators had been brought

to justice.

At least six cases alleging torture and deaths in
custody were brought against the religious police,
the Committee for the Promotion of Virtue and
Prevention of Vice (CPVPV), in various courts, but
in all of those completed the accused CPVPV
officials were exonerated. There was, however,
increased media coverage of these cases.

Cruel, inhuman and degrading
punishments
Judicial corporal punishments were routinely ordered
by courts. Flogging sentences were frequently handed
down as a main or additional punishment for most
criminal offences and carried out almost daily. The
highest number of lashes imposed in cases recorded
by Amnesty International was 7,000 — against two men
convicted of sodomy in October by a court in al-Baha.
Children were among those sentenced to floggings.

At least three people had their right hand
amputated at the wrist after being convicted of theft.

Death penalty
At least 158 people, 82 Saudi Arabians and 76
foreign nationals, were executed. They included
three women and at least one child offender,
Dhahian Rakan al-Sibai’, who was 15 at the time of
the alleged murder for which he was condemned.
He was executed in July in Taif. Those executed
were convicted of murder, rape, drug offences,
witchcraft, apostasy and other charges, but virtually
no information was available about their trials or any
appeal, or whether the defendants had received
legal representation. Most of the executions were
carried out in public.

Several hundred people were believed to remain
on death row. Among them were child offenders,
including Rizana Nafeek, a Sri Lankan domestic
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worker, who was sentenced to death for a murder
in 2005 when she was 17.

Amnesty International visit

# Amnesty International again asked to visit Saudi Arabia to discuss
human rights, but the government had still not agreed dates for such a visit
by the end of 2007.

SENEGAL

REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL
Head of state: Abdoulaye Wade
Head of government: Cheikh Hadjibou Soumaré

(replaced Macky Sall in June)

Death penalty: aholitionist for all crimes

Population: 12.2 million
Life expectancy: 62.3 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 124/118 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 39.3 per cent

Hundreds of civilians fled to neighbouring countries
to escape sporadic fighting in the southern
Casamance region. Torture and ill-treatment
continued to be used in detention centres and at
least one detainee died as a result. Supporters of
opposition parties, human rights defenders and
journalists continued to be harassed and some were
detained in an attempt to stifle freedom of
expression. Despite formal commitments by the
authorities, no real progress was made in the
long-awaited trial of former Chadian President
Hissene Habré.

Background

In March, President Abdoulaye Wade was re-elected
in the first round of elections. There were accusations
of fraud by his political opponents and clashes
between supporters of rival candidates. In June,
President’s Wade ruling coalition won legislative
elections marked by a low turnout and a boycott by
most opposition parties.

Sporadic fighting in Casamance
Three years after the December 2004 general peace
accord, no progress had been made in the peace
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process in southern Casamance where sporadic
fighting resumed. In January, armed elements of the
Democratic Forces of Casamance Movement
(Mouvement des forces démocratiques de
Casamance, MFDC) launched attacks along the
border with Guinea-Bissau against Senegalese
soldiers in a protest against mine clearance
operations which the MFDC perceived as a pretext to
attack their bases.

The long-standing internal divisions between
different factions of the MFDC were exacerbated by
the death in January of the MFDC's historic leader,
Father Augustin Diamacoune Senghor. In March,
violent clashes resumed between two rival factions of
the MFDC, resulting in the flight of hundreds of
civilians to neighbouring Gambia. Despite appeals
from members of the government and some MFDC
officials, talks to implement the peace accord had not
resumed at the end of the year.

Torture and death in detention

Torture and ill-treatment of criminal suspects in
police stations continued to be reported. At least
one detainee died in detention.

B |n April, Dominique Lopy, aged 23, was arrested in
Kolda, some 600km south-east of Dakar, by police
officers who suspected him of stealing a television.
His family saw him with visible marks of beatings
when he was brought back to his home for a house
search. He died in detention the following day.
Following protests, the authorities agreed to conduct
an autopsy, but by the end of the year no results had
been made public.

Freedom of expression under attack
Supporters of opposition parties, human rights
defenders and several journalists were arrested and
harassed in an attempt to stifle freedom of expression
and criticism of the President.

B |n January, a banned peaceful demonstration
organized by opposition parties was broken up and
some political leaders were beaten and briefly
detained.

B |n July, Alioune Tine, Secretary General of the
African Assembly for the Defense of Human Rights
(Rencontre Africaine pour la Défense des Droits de
'Homme, RADDHO) was briefly detained after
weapons were found at the organization’s
headquarters. These arms appeared in fact to be
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decommissioned weapons handed over by the
Senegalese army to be burned in the context of an
international campaign against the proliferation of
arms. Alioune Tine was released without charge.

International justice - Hissene Habré

In July 2006, the AU had called on Senegal to try
Hissene Habré, living in exile in Senegal, for torture
and other crimes committed during his rule (1982-
1990). However, by the end of 2007 an investigating
judge had not been appointed, despite the
Senegalese government’s announcement that it would
allow the Dakar Assise Court to organize a possible
trial of Hisséne Habré and, to this end, to receive
financial and logistical support from foreign countries,
such as Switzerland and France.

In November, experts of the UN Committee against
Torture said that the case was progressing too slowly.
The Committee urged the Senegalese authorities to
speed up the implementation of the Committee’s May
2006 decision, which called upon Senegal to start
criminal proceedings against Hisséne Habré. Senegal
promised the Committee that it would open an
investigation in the coming months, while continuing
to stress that it needed international funding and
support for the trial. In the same month the AU
decided that the case was moving too slowly and
appointed former Benin minister Robert Dossou as its
special representative to speed up proceedings.

Amnesty International report

Senegal: Commentary on implementing legislation for the Rome
Statute (AFR 49/002/2007)
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SERBIA

REPUBLIC OF SERBIA
Head of state:

Head of government:
Death penalty:

Life expectancy:

Adult literacy:

Boris Tadic¢

Vojislav Kostunica
aholitionist for all crimes
13.6 years

96.4 per cent

The year was dominated by the failure of the Serbian
government and ethnic Albanian authorities to agree
on the future status of Kosovo. Continuing
uncertainty about the final status of Kosovo
heightened security concerns amongst minority
communities and fears of further human rights
violations. Impunity for war crimes, including
enforced disappearances, persisted. Discrimination
against minority communities continued.

Background

Following elections in January, Serbia remained
without a government until May, when Prime Minister
Vojislav Kostunica of the Democratic Party of Serbia
and President Boris Tadi¢ of the Democratic Party
formed a coalition government. The right-wing
Serbian Radical Party (SRS) remained the largest
opposition party.

In May, Serbia assumed the Chair of the
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe.
Negotiations with the European Union (EU) on
Serbia’s Stabilization and Association Agreement
(SAA) resumed in June, after suspension following
Serbia’s failure to cooperate with the International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
(Tribunal). The SAA was initialled on 7 November.

Elections in Kosovo in November were won by the
Democratic Party of Kosovo, led by Hashim Thagi,
former political leader of the Kosovo Liberation
Army (KLA).

Final status of Kosovo

Kosovo remained part of Serbia, administered under
UN Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 1244/99 by
the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo
(UNMIK). After the failure of the parties to agree on
the future status of Kosovo, the UN Secretary
General’'s Special Envoy for the Future Status
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Process for Kosovo presented to the UNSC in March
a “Comprehensive Proposal for the Final Status of
Kosovo (Ahtisaari Plan)”, advocating “supervised
independence”.

The Ahtisaari Plan proposed jurisdiction by Kosovo
over legislative, executive and judicial functions, a
European Security and Defence Policy mission
responsible for international judiciary, prosecutors
and police force, and an International Civilian
Representative charged with implementation of the
settlement. The plan provided for the protection of
Serbian cultural and religious heritage; the right to
return of refugees; and the protection of minority
communities in majority-Serb municipalities.

Serbia considered the plan violated Serbia’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity. Russia threatened
to veto proposed UNSC resolutions. In July the UN
Secretary General charged a Troika of the EU, Russia
and the US to continue talks, but no agreement was
reached by December. The EU and US persuaded the
prime minister designate to delay a unilateral
declaration of independence.

Serbia

War crimes — international prosecutions

The Chief Prosecutor to the Tribunal expressed
serious concerns at the lack of cooperation by Serbia,
including the failure to surrender Bosnian Serb
general Ratko Mladi¢. Serbian authorities cooperated
in the arrests of indicted suspects Vlastimir Bordevi¢
in Montenegro and Zdravko Tolimir in Bosnia and
Herzegovina (BiH).

Proceedings opened in March against Ramush
Haradinaj, former KLA leader and former Prime
Minister of Kosovo, indicted with others for crimes
against humanity and violations of the law or customs
of war. Police in Kosovo failed to protect prosecution
witnesses; by November three witnesses who refused
to testify had been indicted for contempt of court.

Proceedings continued against six senior Serbian
political, police and military officials jointly indicted for
crimes against humanity and violations of the laws
and customs of war in Kosovo. They include former
Serbian president Milan Milutinovi¢, former police
colonel general Sreten Luki¢, former deputy prime
minister of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia Nikola
Sainovi¢, former General Chief of Staff of the Yugoslav
Army Dragoljub Odjani¢ and former Yugoslav Army
colonel generals NebojSa Pavkovi¢ and Viadimir
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Lazarevi¢. In September the trial concluded of three
Yugoslav People’s Army officers (the “Vukovar Three”,
see Croatia, International prosecutions).

In September, the Appeals Chamber upheld the
conviction in 2005 of Haradin Bala, sentenced to
13 years’ imprisonment for the murder of at least
22 Serbs and Albanians, their illegal imprisonment,
torture and inhuman treatment. The acquittal of two
other former KLA members was upheld.

The trial of Vojislav Segelj, leader of the SRS,
charged with the persecution and forcible deportation
of non-Serbs in both Croatia and BiH, recommenced
in November.

On 26 February, the International Court of Justice
(ICJ) ruled that Serbia had not committed genocide at
Srebrenica, but had breached the Genocide
Convention by failing to prevent genocide at
Srebrenica and to punish those responsible; the I1CJ
called on Serbia to transfer Ratko Mladi¢, indicted for
genocide and complicity in genocide, to the Tribunal.
War crimes — domestic prosecutions
Between 32 and 35 cases of war crimes were
reportedly under investigation by the War Crimes
Chamber of the Belgrade District Court, although few
prosecutions were completed. Assistance to victim-
witnesses in most cases was provided by the
Humanitarian Law Centre (HLC), an NGO.

B On 11 April, four former members of the paramilitary
unit known as the Scorpions were convicted of war
crimes for the killing in 1995 of six Bosniak (Bosnian
Muslim) civilians from Srebrenica at Godinjske bare,
near Trnovo in BiH, and sentenced to between five and
20 years’ imprisonment. The prosecutor appealed
against the acquittal of one defendant and the five-year
sentence of one of the convicted men.

B The retrial began in March of 14 low-ranking soldiers
charged with the murder of Croatian prisoners of war
and civilians at Ov€ara farm in 1991 (the “Vukovar
Three”; see Croatia, International prosecutions); the
HLC had criticized as unfounded the Supreme Court’s
decision in 2006 to overturn the conviction and order a
retrial. The trial continued of eight former police officers
indicted in 2006 for the murder of 48 ethnic Albanian
civilians in Suva Reka in Kosovo in March 1999.
Enforced disappearances

Seven years after investigations opened, indictments
had still not been issued in connection with the
transfer in refrigerated trucks to Serbia in 1999 of the
bodies of at least 900 ethnic Albanians.
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Proceedings continued against serving police
officers indicted for the murder of the three Albanian-
American Bytici brothers in Kosovo in July 1999; the
trial was reportedly marred by interruptions and
abuse from police “observers”.

Political killings

In February, Milorad “Legija” Lukovi¢-Ulemek and
Radomir Markovi¢ were convicted in a retrial which
confirmed their sentencing to 15 and eight years’
imprisonment respectively for the 1999 assassination
attempt on former foreign minister Vuk Draskovi¢. In
December, the Supreme Court overturned the first
instance rulings for a third time. In May “Legija” and
Zvezdan Jovanovié were convicted and sentenced to
40 years’ imprisonment for their roles in the murder of
former prime minister Zoran Bjindji¢, along with 10
others, who were sentenced to between eight and 37
years’ imprisonment.

Discrimination against minorities

Cases of ethnically and religiously motivated attacks
continued, including against Albanians, Croats,
Bosniaks, Hungarians, Roma, Ruthenians and
Vlachs, ranging from attacks with explosive devices,
hate-speech and verbal abuse by fans at football
matches. Perpetrators were seldom brought to justice.
W Zivota Milanovi¢, a member of the Hindu religious
community in Jagodina, who had been assaulted five
times since 2001, was in June stabbed in the stomach,
arms and legs. In November the NGO Youth Initiative
for Human Rights applied on his behalf to the European
Court of Human Rights in respect of Serbia’s failure to
protect the right to life, provide an efficient legal remedy
and ensure freedom from torture and discrimination.

In June, the UN Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) urged Serbia
to address inadequate health-care services and
provide equal access to education for marginalized
groups of women and girls, in particular Roma.
UNICEF, the UN children’s agency, reported that over
80 per cent of Romani children experienced
“unacceptable deprivation and multidimensional
discrimination”. In December, the mayor of Topola
reportedly stated that the Roma community in the
town should be enclosed behind barbed wire.
Inter-ethnic violence
Political disputes and violent clashes continued in the
Sandzak region. Incidents included shootings
between rival faith communities in Novi Pazar. At least
13 men believed to be of the Wahhabi faith were
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arrested and indicted in September for conspiring
against Serbia’s security and constitutional order. One
suspect, Ismail Prentic, was killed in a police raid in
the village of Donja Trnava near Novi Pazar; two men
were arrested in December.

B Amnesty International was concerned at the
detention of Bekto Memic¢, aged 68 and in poor health,
arrested in March in connection with the search for his
son, Nedzad Memic. Bekto Memic was released then
re-arrested in April at a health clinic in Novi Pazar.
Family members reported that he was ill-treated en
route to the hospital wing of Belgrade central prison,
where he has been held since.

M |n April, I1Zet Fijuljanin was convicted and sentenced
for the attempted murder of three members of the
Wahhabi faith in November 2006 after they had
allegedly tried to take over a Novi Pazar mosque.
Human rights defenders

In June NGOs called on the Parliament to apply the
UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders. They
emphasized the risks, including physical violence,
malicious prosecutions and public stigmatization, to
which women defenders in Serbia were exposed.

B |n July Maja Stojanovi¢, convicted in November
2005 for displaying posters calling for the arrest of
Ratko Mladi¢, was required to serve 10 days’
imprisonment following her refusal to pay a fine
imposed by the court, but instead her fine was paid by
NGOs. Amnesty International considered her a
potential prisoner of conscience.

Violence against women

In their consideration of Serbia’s report on
implementation of the UN Women’s Convention,
the CEDAW expressed concern at the prevalence
of domestic violence and the apparent reduction in
penalties. They recommended the adoption of a
national action plan on gender equality and the
adoption of a law to consolidate existing provisions
within the Criminal Code. CEDAW also urged
Serbia to adopt a draft National Plan against
Human Trafficking.

Kosovo

Impunity for the international community
UNMIK failed to implement measures ensuring access
to redress and reparations for violations of rights by
members of the international community. In February,
the former international Ombudsperson in Kosovo was
appointed chair of the Human Rights Advisory Panel
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(HRAP), which had been introduced into law in March
2006 to provide remedies for acts and omissions by
UNMIK; the HRAP did not convene until November.

MW |n May, the Grand Chamber of the European Court of
Human Rights ruled inadmissible two complaints against
member states of the NATO-led Kosovo Force (KFOR),
considering that acts and omissions by UNMIK and
KFOR could not be attributed to those states, as they did
nottake place on their territory, nor through any decision
taken by their authorities. Agim Behrami had sought
redress after his 12-year-old son Gadaf was killed in
March 2000 by an unexploded cluster bomb, which a
contingent of KFOR led by France had failed to detonate
or mark; his younger son Bekim was severely injured.

There were allegations of political interference in
the process of appointing a new Ombudsperson by
the Kosovo Assembly, which failed to adhere to
procedures set down in law, including that candidates
failed to meet the criteria for the post. In October after
domestic and international NGOs, including Amnesty
International, expressed concern the appointment
was postponed.

Unlawful killings

B Mon Balaj and Arben Xheladini were killed and Zenel
Zeneliwas seriously injured on 10 February during a
demonstration called by the NGO Self-Determination
(Vetévendosije!), against the Ahtisaari Plan. An
investigation by the UNMIK Department of Justice
concluded that the men had been killed by members of
the Romanian Formed Police Unit, deployed to the
largely non-violent demonstration, and that the deaths
of Mon Balaj and Arben Xheladini were caused by
“improper deployment of rubber bullets by at least one
and perhaps two Romanian gunners”.

In March, the Romanian authorities had withdrawn
from Kosovo 11 police officers reportedly in possession
of information crucial to the investigation; the Romanian
authorities subsequently reported they had found
insufficient evidence to open a criminal investigation.
The HRAP announced in December that they would
consider an application by the families of Mon Balaj and
Arben Xheladini.

Fair trial standards

W There were concerns that the trial of Albin Kurti,
leader of the NGO Vetévendosije! in connection with
the organization of and participation in the
demonstration of 10 February, was not conducted in
accordance with law applicable in Kosovo or
international standards for fair trial. The prosecution
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appeared to be politicized and proceedings before a
panel of international judges demonstrated a lack of
judicial independence. Albin Kurti remained under
house arrest at the end of the year.

Impunity for war crimes, including enforced
disappearances and abductions

A lack of prompt and effective investigations, the
absence of witness protection, a backlog of appeal
cases and a declining number of international
judiciary and prosecutors to consider cases of war
crimes, including enforced disappearances,
contributed to continuing impunity for these crimes.

Impunity remained in over 3,000 cases of
enforced disappearances and abductions. Relatives
of the missing complained at being repeatedly
interviewed when new UNMIK police contingents
took over cases; prosecutors complained that
witnesses refused to come forward.

Some 1,998 persons remained unaccounted for,
including Albanians, Serbs and members of other
minorities. Exhumations of 73 bodies or part-bodies
were conducted by the Office of Missing Persons
and Forensics. Some 455 exhumed bodies
remained unidentified.

Minority rights

Members of minority communities were excluded
from talks on the future status of Kosovo. Anti-
discrimination legislation in force was not used. Fear
of inter-ethnic attacks restricted the freedom of
movement of Serbs and Roma.

Buses carrying Serb passengers were stoned by
Albanian youths; grenades or other explosive
devices were thrown at buses or houses. Orthodox
churches continued to be looted or vandalized,
including in an attack with a rocket-propelled
grenade on the Orthodox monastery in
Decan/Decani. A roadside grenade attack was
perpetrated on a minibus carrying Albanians
through the predominantly Serbian north in July.

Perpetrators of inter-ethnic attacks were
infrequently brought to justice. Some 600 to 700
cases remained unresolved from the inter-ethnic
violence of March 2004.

W Esmin Hamza and a minor, ‘AK’, were convicted in
June 2007 at Prizren District Court of inciting
national, racial and religious hatred and participating
in a joint criminal enterprise during March 2004, and
sentenced respectively to four years’ imprisonment
and two years in a correctional facility.
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Progress was made in a few long-standing cases. In
March, Jeton Kigina was convicted and sentenced to
16 years’ imprisonment for the murder or attempted
murder in August 2001 of five members of the family of
Hamit Hajra, an ethnic Albanian police officer who had
worked for the Serbian authorities. In October an ethnic
Albanian was arrested on suspicion of involvement in
the murder of 14 Serb men in Staro Gracko in July
1999. In October proceedings opened against Florim
Ejupi, indicted for the bombing of the Ni$ Express bus
near Podujevo/é in February 2001, in which 12 Serbs
were killed and 22 severely injured.

The right to return — minorities

Some EU and Council of Europe member states
planned to forcibly return to Kosovo persons from
minority communities, before conditions for their
return in safety and security were established.

Roma who had lived in lead-contaminated camps
were among 280 individuals who returned to new
accommodation in the Roma neighbourhood of south
Mitrovica/é; others remained displaced, including in
Leposavi¢ in northern Kosovo, where Romani families
continued to live without access to basic amenities
and under threat of eviction. Serbs displaced in
March 2004 were unable to return to their homes;
there was little government coordination of return and
reintegration agreements, although some municipal
authorities assisted voluntary return.

Violence against women

Trafficking into forced prostitution continued, the
majority of women being internally trafficked or
trafficked from Albania. The authorities failed to
implement an administrative directive providing
assistance and support to trafficked persons.

The judiciary failed to implement legislation on
domestic violence relating to protection orders, which
were not issued within the time specified by law, and
which failed to protect women from violence.

Amnesty International visit/reports

M Amnesty International delegates visited Kosovo in November-
December.

Kosovo (Serbia): No Forcible Return of Minority Communities to Kosovo
(EUR 70/004/2007)

[ Europe and Central Asia: Summary of Amnesty International’s concerns
inthe region, Serbia (including Kosovo): July-December 2006

(EUR 01/001/2007); January-June 2007 (EUR 01/010/2007)
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SIERRA LEONE

REPUBLIC OF SIERRA LEONE
Head of state and government: Ernest Bai Koroma
(replaced Ahmad Tejan Kabbah in November)

Death penalty: retentionist

Population: 5.8 million
Life expectancy: 41.8 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 291/265 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 34.8 per cent

The overall security situation was generally stable,
with a few instances of violence linked to the
elections in the middle of the year. There was some
progress in implementing the recommendations of
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Three
laws were passed that improve the protection of
women'’s rights.

Background

The second elections since the conflict ended in
2002 were held on 11 August. In a run-off election in
September, Ernest Koroma of the All People’s
Congress (APC) won 54.6 per cent of the final vote.
The inauguration took place on 15 November in
Freetown. Vice-President Solomon Berewa of the
governing Sierra Leone People’s Party (SLPP) winning
45.4 per cent.

The trial of former Liberian President Charles
Taylor was delayed but was due to start in early
2008. Two of the three trials before the Special Court
were in appeal after convictions and sentencing; the
third was ongoing. Three people on trial for treason
were released.

During the year the UN Peacebuilding Fund
pledged US$35 million and the UN Peacebuilding
Commission made significant progress and agreed on
five priorities. The mandate of the peace-building
entity the UN Integrated Office in Sierra Leone
(UNIOSIL) was renewed for another year.

Sierra Leone remained one of the poorest countries
in the world, with extremely low life expectancy and
high illiteracy rates.

Special Court for Sierra Leone

In July, three Armed Forces Revolutionary Council
(AFRC) members — Alex Tamba Brima, Brima Bazzy
Kamara and Santigie Borbor Kanu — were each found
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guilty on 11 charges of war crimes and crimes against
humanity, including committing acts of terrorism,
murder, rape and enslavement and conscripting
children under the age of 15 into armed groups. They
were each acquitted on three other charges, including
sexual slavery and forced marriage. Alex Brima and
Santigie Kanu were sentenced to 50 years each, and
Brima Kamara to 45 years. The case was on appeal at
the end of the year.

In February, Civil Defence Forces (CDF) member
Chief Hinga Norman, who had been indicted before
the Special Court on eight counts of war crimes and
crimes against humanity, died from complications
following surgery in Senegal.

In August, CDF members Moinina Fofana and
Allieu Kondewa were found guilty of four counts of
war crimes, crimes against humanity and serious
violations of international humanitarian law. In
October, the Special Court Trial Chamber
sentenced Moinina Fofana and Allieu Kondewa to
six and eight years respectively. The court justified
the relatively low sentences on the ground that
their murders of civilians, many of whom were
women and children hacked to death with
machetes, were committed in a “palpably just and
defendable cause”, to restore democracy.

Postponements of the trial of Charles Taylor in The
Hague occurred throughout 2007. The trial was
expected to start again in early 2008. Initial delays
were due to the lack of adequate time that the
defence had to prepare for the case.

The defence cases for the Revolutionary United
Front (RUF) accused — Issa Sesay, Morris Kallon and
Augustine Gbao — opened in May 2007 and were
expected to last until April 2008.

Release of political opponents

On 1 November, Omrie Golley, former spokesman of
the RUF, Mohamed Alpha Bah and David Kai-Tongi
were released after being on trial for over a year for
treason. The Attorney General had declared that there
was no case against them.

Press freedom

In January, the Attorney General sought the
extradition of Ahmed Komeh, Bai Bureh Komeh and
Aminata Komeh, children of Fatmata Hassan, ruling
SLPP Member of Parliament. The three had fled to
the UK following the death of Harry Yansaneh,

264

editor of the independent newspaper For Di People,
in 2005.

B Philip Neville, publisher and editor of privately-
owned Standard Times, was twice charged with
“seditious libel”, once in February and again in June.
The second incident was linked to the publication of an
article on government conduct. Bail was set at

200 million leones (US$68,135) —an amount
considered unreasonably high.

Intimidation around elections took place on several
occasions. On 29 June, Hon Ansu Kaikai of the ruling
SLPP allegedly threatened to shut down Radio Wanjei
in Pujehun and have its station manager arrested if
he allowed members of the People’s Movement for
Democratic Change (PMDC) living outside the country
to use the radio to inform its members about the
August polls.

Policing and justice system

Public order policing during the election period was
largely successful. Violent incidents were few and
police were reported to have conducted themselves
within international standards on policing and
human rights.

There remained a serious lack of trained judges,
magistrates, defence lawyers and prosecutors. This
resulted in long delays of trials, and extended
periods of pre-trial detention — in some cases of up
to six years.

Detention facilities in Sierra Leone did not meet
international standards. A UN report found that the
country’s prisons were vastly overcrowded -—
Pademba Road Prison, designed to house 350,
housed over 1,000 inmates. The report found that
prison inmates had been awaiting trial for up to two
years, and 90 per cent of the detainees interviewed
did not have legal representation.

Women'’s rights

In June, parliament passed a child rights bill. However,
the bill was passed only after provisions criminalizing
female genital mutilation (FGM) were dropped.
Approximately 94 per cent of the female population
undergo FGM.

Parliament passed bills on domestic violence,
intestate succession and the registration of customary
marriage and divorce in June. These were seen as a
victory in the strengthening of women'’s rights in rural
areas. Nonetheless, women continued to face
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widespread discrimination and violence, compounded
by a lack of access to justice.

A gender protection task force was established. Led
by the non-governmental organization International
Rescue Committee, it included representatives of civil
society and government.

Transitional justice

National Human Rights Commission

The Human Rights Commission of Sierra Leone (HRCSL)
established in December 2006 set up office and carried
out training and an awareness-raising tour of the country.
Truth and Reconciliation Commission

A conference initiated by the HRCSL and attended by
representatives of civil society, UN agencies and the
government, discussed the implementation of
recommendations made by the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) on 13 and 14 November.
Government participation in the conference signalled a
reinvigorated commitment to ensure the TRC
recommendations were carried out comprehensively.
Reparations

The National Commission for Social Action was
mandated by the Vice President’s office to implement
the Reparations Programme. The Task Force on
Reparations presented a report to the government on
setting up the Special Fund for War Victims and the
Reparations Programme.

A mass rally calling for reparations was held in
Makeni by Amnesty International members. The Vice
President publically committed to ensuring justice
and full reparations for the tens of thousands of Sierra
Leonean women victims of sexual violence.

Death penalty

Despite efforts by civil society to achieve abolition of the
death penalty, a key recommendation of the TRC, 18
people, remained under sentence of death. Eleven
people including Sierra Leone Army (SLA) and retired SLA
members and others, had been charged with treason.
During the year one died and two were released, and at
the end of the year seven were waiting for judgments on
their appeals, and one appealed and the death sentence
was reconfirmed. A further 10 were convicted of murder.

Amnesty International visits/report

#® Amnesty International delegates visited in March, June and November.
Sierra Leone: Getting reparations rights for survivors of sexual violence
(AFR 51/002/2006)
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SINGAPORE

REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

Head of state: S R Nathan
Head of government: Lee Hsien Loong
Death penalty: retentionist
Population: 4.4 million
Life expectancy: 19.4 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 4/4 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 92.5 per cent

Criticism of the government grew despite restrictions
on freedom of expression and assembly. Suspected
Islamic militants continued to be held without
charge or trial under the Internal Security Act amid
concerns that some were at risk of torture or other ill-
treatment during questioning. Death sentences were
imposed and at least two people were executed.
Criminal offenders were sentenced to caning.

Background

Critics pointed to a persistent misuse of laws by the
ruling People’s Action Party (PAP) and a perceived
bias within the judicial system, reiterating the
continuing influence of Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew
in maintaining the country’s restrictive human rights
climate. The authorities rejected a proposal to de-
criminalize homosexuality. Concerns emerged about a
reported increase in the gap between rich and poor.
Singapore chaired the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), during a year in which the regional
body adopted a charter including human rights
commitments.

Freedom of expression and assembly
Criminal charges, civil defamation suits and other
restrictive measures were variously brought against
government critics and human right defenders,
foreign news media, peaceful demonstrators and
conscientious objectors.

The revised Penal Code broadened the scope of
the offence of unlawful assembly.
B Falun Gong practitioners were fined or jailed for
holding peaceful public demonstrations against the
Chinese government.
B Dr Chee Soon Juan, leader of the opposition
Singapore Democratic Party (SDP), was imprisoned for
two weeks for attempting, as a bankrupt, to leave the
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country without permission. He had been bankrupted
in 2006 following a series of civil defamation suits filed
by PAP leaders. He faced numerous other charges,
including speaking in public without a permitand
selling books on the street without permission.

B The Far Eastern Economic Reviewwas banned and
faced a defamation suit for a 2006 article in which it
interviewed Chee Soon Juan. The Financial Times,
rather than contest a defamation suit, apologized to
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and the Minister
Mentor for an article that linked them with alleged
nepotism. Reporters without Borders ranked Singapore
141 out of 169 countries in its press freedom index.

B Avisiting delegation of European and Asian
parliamentarians were refused a permit to speak ata SDP
forum on the development of democracy internationally.

Justice — detention without trial

At least 37 suspected Islamic militants reportedly
remained detained without charge or trial under the
Internal Security Act at the end of the year. At least six
arrests, some reportedly after “rendition” from abroad,
and at least eight releases were reported during the
year. Concerns about the risk of ill-treatment or torture
continued, despite government assurances that such
prisoners were protected by law.

Death penalty

Singapore opposed a UN vote for a worldwide
moratorium on the death penalty. Death penalty
legislation was reportedly expanded to cover terrorist-
linked kidnapping cases.

Trials continued to fall short of international human
rights standards due to mandatory death sentences
and presumptions of guilt for a number of capital
offences. At least two death sentences were handed
down after convictions for drugs trafficking and
murder. Two convicted drugs traffickers, both foreign
nationals, were executed.

Cruel, inhuman and degrading
punishments

Criminal offenders were sentenced to caning.

B Despite his allegedly low IQ, Emmanuel Munisamy
was sentenced to 24 strokes for armed robbery and
assaulting a policeman. The sentence was overturned
on appeal.
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SLOVAKIA

SLOVAK REPUBLIC

Head of state: Ivan GaSparovi¢

Head of government: Robert Fico
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes
Population: 5.4 million
Life expectancy: 74.2 years

Under-5 mortality (m/f): 9/9 per 1,000

The Romani minority faced discrimination in access
to education, housing, health care and other
services, as well as persistent prejudice and hostility.
Authorities failed to respond adequately to attacks
on foreigners and members of minorities. Failed
asylum-seekers were granted increased protection
against forcible return, but the acceptance of
“diplomatic assurances” against torture and other
ill-treatment continued to be a cause of concern.

Discrimination against Roma

Many Roma continued to be caught in a cycle of
marginalization and poverty. In November, the
European Commission called on Slovakia to take
concrete measures on the ground to “bridge
segregation” and to end discrimination against Romani
children in education. Several Slovak Members of the
European Parliament also urged their government to
deal with segregation of Roma in housing and
schooling, which they referred to as a “time bomb”.
Education

Huge numbers of Romani children were still being
placed unnecessarily in special schools and classes
for children with mental disabilities and learning
difficulties, where they followed a reduced curriculum
which gave little possibility for reintegrating into
mainstream schools or advancing to secondary
education. Others were segregated in Roma-only
mainstream schools across the country. Poor housing
conditions, physical and cultural isolation, poverty
and lack of transport continued to hinder Romani
children’s ability to attend school.

The persistent segregation of Romani children in
the education system violated their right to an
education free from discrimination, and their future
employment prospects remained blighted by the
failure of the government to provide them with
adequate education.
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Housing — forced evictions

Many Roma experienced very poor living conditions,
lacking access to plumbing, gas, water and sanitation
facilities and connection to the electricity grid.

Romani settlements are very often physically
segregated from the main town or village, with little
public transport; when it exists, many Romani families
cannot afford the bus fare.

Roma continued to suffer forced evictions. In
January, the NGOs Milan Sime¢ka Foundation and
the Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions along
with the European Roma Rights Centre released a
report on what they described as a wave of forced
evictions experienced by Roma in Slovakia.

B |n September, reportedly more than 200 Roma
were forcibly evicted from their houses in Nové
Zamky, moved to neighbouring villages and allocated
inadequate housing. The Plenipotentiary for Romani
communities of the Slovak government, Anina
BotoSova, criticized the increasing policy of evictions
by several municipalities and said that those acts
were “illegal”.

Forced sterilization of women

In January, the Constitutional Court demanded the
reopening of an inquiry into the forced sterilization of
three Romani women. In a landmark decision, the
Constitutional Court asked the Kosice Regional Court
to compensate the three women, who were subjected
to forced sterilizations between 1999 and 2002. The
women were to be awarded damages of

50,000 Slovak koruna (approximately €1,420).
Previously, the authorities had refused to admit that
any forced sterilisations took place in the country’s
hospitals, only recognizing that there were
“procedural shortcomings”.

Attacks against foreigners and minorities
Minorities and foreigners continued to be subjected to
racist attacks. NGOs expressed fears that these
attacks were on the rise.

B |n March, a man from Nigeria was assaulted in
Bratislava. According to the NGO People Against
Racism (PAR), the attackers allegedly shouted:
“What are you doing here, negro! This is not Africa!”
and knocked him to the ground. PAR reported that
when police arrived and the man pointed out his
attackers, the police officers told him: “Shut up,
you're not in Africa!”
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W |n May, Hedviga Malinovéa lodged a complaint with
the Constitutional Court after the police halted a
criminal prosecution opened in relation to an alleged
ethnically motivated attack on her by two men in Nitra
in August 2006.

A police investigation in October 2006 had
concluded that Hedviga Malinové fabricated her
account, and in May criminal proceedings were
opened against her for alleged perjury. In July, Police
Chief Jan Packa admitted that Hedviga Malinové had
been assaulted but “not as she described”. In
September, Prosecutor General Dobroslav Trnka
admitted that some evidence from the investigation
was lost in “procedural errors by the police and the
prosecutor’s office”.

Hedviga Malinova filed a complaint with the
European Court of Human Rights in November,
claiming that she has been subjected to inhumane
and humiliating treatment by the Slovak authorities.
W In November, three men reportedly attacked and
shouted Nazi slogans at a 16-year-old half-Cuban girl
and told her to “get out of Slovakia”. The girl suffered
head and spinal injuries. Two attackers were detained
and charged with causing bodily harm and advocating
incitement to hatred.

Refugees and asylum-seekers

In January, rejected asylum-seekers were given
increased protection against forcible return to
countries where they may be in danger of serious
human rights violations. However, the UN refugee
agency, UNHCR, remained concerned at the low
number of successful asylum applications in Slovakia.
The government’s Migration Office reported that
between January and September 2007, Slovakia
granted refugee status to only eight people out of
2,259 applicants.

‘War on terror’

The government failed to reject the use of so-called
“diplomatic assurances” from states not to torture
people subject to an extradition procedure.

W In November, the Bratislava regional court ruled that
the extradition of Mustapha Labsi, an Algerian national,
was admissible. Accused of terrorist activities in France
and the UK, Mustapha Labsi had been held in custody
in Slovakia since May on the basis of an extradition
request by Algeria. The Slovak Prosecutor’s Office told
the courtand media that it had assurances from the
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Algerian authorities that Mustapha Labsi would not face
torture or the death sentence. In September, the
Migration Office of Slovakia refused Mustapha Labsi’s
request for asylum and for subsidiary protection.

Amnesty International urged the authorities on
several occasions not to extradite Mustapha Labsi,
where he would be at risk of serious human rights
violations, including incommunicado detention at a
secret location, torture or other ill-treatment. Amnesty
International urged the Minister of Justice not to
accept any diplomatic assurances from Algeria. By
the end of the year, no substantive response from the
Slovak authorities had been received.

Police —allegations of ill-treatment

W In November, Balli Marzec, a journalist and Polish
citizen of Kazakh descent, was arrested for protesting
in front of the Presidential Palace during a visit by the
Kazakh President. Although her demonstration was
reportedly lawful, a police officer asked her to stop
disrupting “the public peace”. She refused, and was
taken to a police car by two police officers. She told
Amnesty International that she was punched in the
stomach and hit on the head by one of the police
officers. A medical examination performed during her
detention, the results of which she was not given
access to, showed minor injuries. Balli Marzec was
released from police custody shortly before midnight,
accompanied by the Polish consul. Once in Poland,
she underwent a second medical examination and was
operated on to stop severe internal bleeding allegedly
caused to the assault. In December, Minister of Interior,
Robert Kalifidk, announced that the head of the

Bratislava police involved would be fired.

Amnesty International visits/reports

= Amnesty International delegates visited Slovakia in January, March
and November.

£l Europe and Central Asia: Summary of Amnesty International’s concerns
in the region: January-June 2007 (EUR 01/010/2007)

2 Slovak Republic: Still separate, still unequal: Violations of the right to
education of Romani children in Slovakia (EUR 72/001/2007)

&) Slovakia: Romani children denied equal education free from
discrimination (EUR 72/009/2007)

£l Slovak Republic: Open letter regarding the Slovak chairmanship of the
Committee of Ministers at the Council of Europe (EUR 72/010/2007)

2 Slovakia: Extradition to Algeria would put Mustapha Labsi at risk of
torture or other ill-treatment (EUR 72/011/2007)
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SLOVENIA

REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA

Head of state: Danilo Tiirk

(replaced Janez Drnov$ek in December)
Head of government: Janez Jansa
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes
Population: 2 million
Life expectancy: 11.4 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 1/1 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 99.7 per cent

There was continued concern about the status of
thousands of people who were removed from the
registry of permanent residents in 1992 (known as
the “erased”). Members of Romani communities
faced discrimination, including in access to
education.

The ‘erased’

The Slovenian authorities failed to restore the status of
permanent residents of a group of people known as
the “erased” or to ensure that they have full access to
economic and social rights. Moreover, those affected
by the “erasure” continued to be denied access to full
reparation, including compensation.

The “erased” included at least 18,305 individuals
unlawfully removed from the Slovenian registry of
permanent residents in 1992. They were mainly
people from other former Yugoslav republics, many
of them Roma, who had been living in Slovenia and
had not acquired Slovenian citizenship after Slovenia
became independent. While some were forcibly
expelled, many lost their jobs and/or could no longer
be legally employed. They had no, or limited, access
to comprehensive healthcare after 1992, in some
cases with serious consequences for their health.

Of those “erased” in 1992, thousands remained
without Slovenian citizenship or a permanent
residence permit.

In October the government presented to parliament
a draft constitutional law, which was intended to
resolve the status of the “erased”. Amnesty
International called for the withdrawal of the draft law
which, as it was presented to parliament, continued to
violate the human rights of the “erased” and further
aggravated their disadvantaged position. The draft law
maintained discriminatory treatment of the “erased”,
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provided new legal grounds for more discriminatory
actions by the authorities, including the possibility of
revising decisions on individual cases where
permanent residency had been restored, and failed to
retroactively restore the status of permanent residents
of all the “erased”. The draft also disclaimed
responsibility by state bodies for the “erasure” and
explicitly excluded the possibility of compensation for
the human rights violations suffered by the “erased”.

Discrimination against Roma

The authorities failed to fully integrate Romani
children in education and tolerated in certain primary
schools the creation of special groups for Romani
children, where in some cases a reduced curriculum
was taught.

The so-called “Brsljin model”, used at the Brsljin
elementary school in the city of Novo Mesto, provided
tuition in separate groups for pupils who needed help
in certain subjects. Teachers in Brsljin admitted that
such groups were composed mostly, and sometimes
exclusively, of Roma. The Slovenian authorities
claimed that such a model did not result in the
segregation of Romani children and that pupils were
only temporarily placed in separate groups. Amnesty
International was informed that the model was still
being developed. Further details had not been
received by the end of the year.

Amnesty International reports

) Slovenia: Amnesty International condemns forcible return of ‘erased’
person to Germany (EUR 68/002/2007)

Slovenia: Draft Constitutional Law perpetuates discriminatory
treatment suffered by the ‘erased’ (EUR 68/003/2007)

Europe and Central Asia: Summary of Amnesty International’s concerns
inthe region: January-June 2007 (EUR 01/010/2007)
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SOMALIA

SOMALI REPUBLIC
Head of state of Transitional Federal Government: ~ Abdullahi
Yusuf Ahmed
Head of government of Transitional Federal Government:  Nur
Hassan Hussein (replaced Ali Mohamed Gedi in November)

Head of Somaliland Republic: Dahir Riyaale Kahin
Death penalty: retentionist
Population: 8.8 million
Life expectancy: 47.1 years

Under-5 mortality (m/f): 192/182 per 1,000

The humanitarian crisis continued to worsen during
2007. Somalia had no effective central government
or justice system. Repeated outbreaks of armed
conflict led to thousands more civilian deaths and
more than a million people displaced by the end of
2007. Several thousand people were detained by
militias and police outside any recognizable legal
process. Human rights defenders and journalists
were in danger.

In the north-west, the self-declared Republic of
Somaliland, whose independence is not recognized
by international bodies, enjoyed relative stability.

Background

Violence escalated following the defeat, in late
December 2006, of the forces of the Council of
Somali Islamic Courts (COSIC), which had controlled
Mogadishu for some months, by Ethiopian forces
supporting the Transitional Federal Government
(TFG). An insurgency in Mogadishu was met by
Ethiopian-led counter-insurgency operations in March
and April, and there was further fierce fighting in the
last three months of 2007. Over 6,000 were killed in
the conflict, and hundreds of thousands were
displaced, including 600,000 from Mogadishu.
Thousands of other people fled to other countries.
The Kenyan border, however, remained officially
closed throughout 2007 to people fleeing conflict in
south-western and central Somalia.

TFG leaders moved to the capital Mogadishu in
early 2007 but most government ministers and the
Transitional Federal Parliament remained in Baidoa
town, 80 km to the west. The TFG did not succeed in
establishing peace or governance in Mogadishu. A
National Reconciliation Conference was held in
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Mogadishu between August and October but was
boycotted by TFG opponents and former Islamic
Courts leaders. Some of these opponents formed the
Alliance for the Re-Liberation of Somalia (ARS) in
Eritrea in September and declared support for the
insurgents, particularly opposing the Ethiopian
military presence in Somalia.

In January the UN mandated an AU peace-support
force (AMISOM). Uganda provided 1,600 troops, less
than one-fifth of the projected 8,000 force, joined by
a smaller Burundian contingent in December. It had
little impact on human rights. The AU and UN had
envisaged a UN peace-keeping operation replacing
AMISOM and Ethiopian troops, but in November the
UN Security Council rejected a UN peace-keeping
operation because of the severity of the conflict. The
UN arms embargo was widely flouted.

Implementation of the agreed five-year transition
from state collapse to an elected democratic
government expected in 2009 was delayed. A new
government was being formed by the new Prime
Minister in December after the former Prime Minister
was dismissed by the President.

Somaliland

The Somaliland Republic, which declared itself a
separate state in 1991, continued to seek
international recognition. In October there was a brief
resumption of conflict near Las Anod town in an area
claimed by both Somaliland and Puntland (a semi-
autonomous regional state in north-eastern Somalia).
Several people were killed in fighting between local
clan militias which escalated into confrontation
between both authorities. Tens of thousands of people
were displaced by the fighting.

Armed conflict

The conflict in Mogadishu between insurgents and
the TFG, supported by Ethiopian troops, was marked
by numerous violations of international humanitarian
law. These included indiscriminate and
disproportionate attacks on civilian neighbourhoods in
response to insurgent attacks.

In January US airships attacked remnants of the
COSIC forces in the south-west who had fled from
Mogadishu. Dozens of civilians were reportedly killed
by the US attack, as well as COSIC fighters.

In March and April Ethiopian forces killed
hundreds of civilians in Mogadishu in attacks on
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civilian areas. Ethiopian forces were also accused of
extrajudicial executions of civilians and rape during
counter-insurgency operations from October, after the
failed National Reconciliation Conference.

Justice and rule of law

The Transitional Federal Parliament approved a
three-month state of emergency in January, which
was not renewed. It established a new National
Security Agency.

The UN provided support to revive the system of
justice and policing in Mogadishu and also other less
conflict-afflicted areas, but generally there was still no
recognizable rule of law or system of courts. Arbitrary
detention of TFG opponents and suspected
insurgents was frequent throughout 2007, particularly
during counter-insurgency operations. Several
thousand people were detained by TFG militias and
police without any fair or recognizable legal process.
In July the TFG declared a general amnesty for
insurgents but arrests resumed in new military
operations from October. Most detainees were
released within weeks, often on payment of bribes.
Many were held in Mogadishu central prison in
overcrowded, unhygienic cells. Others were held in
unauthorized places of detention, with their
whereabouts unknown to their families.

B Ahmed Diriye Ali, a Hawiye clan council leader, was
arrested in Mogadishu in November and held in secret
detention without charge or trial on political grounds.
His relatives were not allowed to send him medication
for diabetes and high blood pressure.

B Raha Janaqow, head of Saacid women'’s
organization in Mogadishu was detained for some days
in April in a secret prison.

W |dris Osman, director of the UN World Food
Programme in Mogadishu, was arrested by TFG
security forces in October and held incommunicado for
several days without charge or explanation.

Freedom of expression

Human rights defenders

Human rights defenders were at high risk from all
sides.

W [sse AbdiIsse, founder-director of Kisima, a human
rights organization in Kismayu, was murdered in
Mogadishu in March.

B The President of the Supreme Court, Yusuf Ali
Harun, was detained in Baidoa in October after
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declaring the President’s dismissal of Prime Minister Ali
Mohamed Gedi unconstitutional. The TFG authorities
subsequently charged him with corruption, including
misuse of UN funds, which he denied.
B |n Somaliland, three leaders of the new Qaran
opposition party were jailed in August for three years
nine months for seditious assembly and banned from
political activities for five years. The trial was unfair and
their defence lawyers were convicted of contempt of
court, fined and barred from practising for a year.
Mohamed Abdi Gabose, Mohamed Hashi Elmiand
Jamal Aideed Ibrahim were prisoners of conscience.
They were pardoned by the President and freed in
December but the political ban remained in force.
Journalists
Dozens of journalists were detained for short periods,
and several media agencies were shut down briefly.
Eight journalists were murdered during 2007. Some
killings were politically motivated and no one was
brought to justice for any of them. In late 2007, the
violence against the media in Mogadishu reached
levels not seen since 1991. In December the
Transitional Federal Parliament passed a media law
which included restrictions on journalists and private
media agencies.
B Bashir Nur Gedi, manager of Shabelle Media
Network in Mogadishu, was killed at his home by
unidentified gunmen in October.
B Yusuf Abdi Gabobe, chief editor of the Somaliland
Times and Haatuf newspapers in Somaliland, was
arrested in January for criticizing corruption. He was
sentenced to two years’ imprisonment after an unfair
trial. He was freed in March by a presidential pardon.
Over 50 journalists from Mogadishu fled to
neighbouring countries. In December the Somaliland
government ordered 24 journalists who had fled there
from Mogadishu to leave the country but after appeals
did not implement the order.

Violence against women
There were numerous reports of rape during the
conflict in Mogadishu by Ethiopian troops, TFG
militiamen and armed bandits. Internally displaced
women in camps and others fleeing Mogadishu in
public vehicles were also raped, particularly women
from minority communities.

Women'’s organizations continued to campaign
against female genital mutilation and domestic
violence. In the Transitional Federal Parliament,
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women were still denied their full representation set
by the Transitional Federal Charter in 2004.

Refugees and internally displaced people
The Kenyan government’s closure of its border with
Somalia in January violated international refugee law
and hindered humanitarian access to south-western
Somalia. Thousands of asylum-seekers fleeing conflict
in Mogadishu and the south-west were turned back at
the border in January. (See Kenya entry.)

The number of internally displaced people (IDPs)
fluctuated as the intensity of the conflict varied in
Mogadishu, the south-western port of Kismayu and
other parts of the country.

By the end of the year, the total number of
internally displaced people was estimated at over a
million, about 400,000 of whom (mainly members of
minorities) had been living in IDP camps for several
years. Conditions for the displaced were dire. Many
lacked water, sanitation and medical assistance, and
violence including rape and looting by former militia
members was widespread. International
humanitarian agencies could not reach many of the
displaced, and several staff of local partner NGOs
were killed and relief supplies looted. TFG officials
frequently obstructed the delivery of humanitarian
aid. Some officials accused humanitarian agencies of
“feeding terrorists”.

Over 1,400 displaced Somalis and Ethiopian
nationals died at sea in trafficking operations from
Puntland to Yemen.

‘War on terror’

At least 140 people fleeing Somalia in January who
managed to enter Kenya were detained by the
Kenyan authorities. At least 85 of these detainees,
who were detained incommunicado without charge or
trial on suspicion of links with COSIC, were unlawfully
transferred (rendered) to Somalia in January. They
were detained in Mogadishu or Baidoa and then
transferred onwards to Ethiopia, along with other
people detained by Ethiopian troops in Somalia on
similar grounds. Some were released but 41
acknowledged by Ethiopia were still detained
incommunicado and in secret at the end of 2007.

Death penalty

Death sentences were imposed by courts in all areas.
Some sentences were commuted to diya
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(compensation payments to victims’ families), but
there were also several executions.

B Aformer TFG militia member was publicly executed
by shooting in Mogadishu in July after a swift and unfair
trial for homicide.

In Somaliland, death sentences imposed in 2004
on seven men allegedly linked to al-Qa’ida who were
convicted of killing three international aid workers
were commuted on appeal by the Supreme Court.
Three people were executed in 2007.

Amnesty International visit/reports

= Amnesty International representatives visited Somaliland in December.
£) Kenya/Ethiopia/Somalia—Horn of Africa unlawful transfers in the ‘war
onterror’ (AFR 25/006/2007)

£l Somalia: Amnesty International denounces abuses in escalating
Mogadishu conflict and killing of human rights defender (AFR 52/006/2007)
£ Somalia: Protection of civilians must be a priority (AFR 52/009/2007)
£ Somalia: Journalists suffering worst time since 1991 state collapse
(AFR 52/016/2007)

SOUTH AFRICA

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Head of state and government: Thabo Mbeki
Death penalty: aholitionist for all crimes
Population: 47.7 million
Life expectancy: 50.8 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 71/70 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 82.4 per cent

In a context of widespread poverty and
unemployment, police responded to a number of
public protests with excessive force and arbitrary
arrests. Torture of criminal suspects in police
custody and poor prison conditions continued to
be reported. The failure of the authorities to
respect the principle of non-refoulement was
criticized by the UN. Violence against women,
including rape, was prevalent and barriers to
access to protection and justice persisted. A new
strategic plan on HIV/AIDS was adopted, but less
than half of those needing antiretroviral treatment
had access to it.
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Background

Growing criticism within the ruling African National
Congress (ANC) of government economic policies and
President Mbeki’s leadership style culminated in the
election in December of Jacob Zuma as ANC
president. His supporters gained all senior ANC
positions. Political tensions grew when, days after,
Jacob Zuma was indicted in the Pietermaritzburg
High Court on 16 charges of fraud and other offences.
The trial was due to start in 2008.

In September, President Mbeki suspended the
National Director of Public Prosecutions (NDPP), Vusi
Pikoli, who was investigating alleged corrupt activities
by the National Commissioner of the South African
Police Service, Jackie Selebi. The suspension, shortly
after the NDPP had obtained a court warrant for the
arrest of Jackie Selebi was widely criticized, including
by the Law Society of South Africa. The Police
Commissioner remained under investigation at the
end of the year.

More than 43 per cent of South Africans were living
below a poverty line of R3,000 (US$440) per year
and unemployment was at least 25 per cent. Over
11 million people were receiving state-provided social
assistance grants. While delivery of essential services
to communities was improving, access to adequate
housing remained a serious challenge and a cause
of social conflict as well as human rights litigation in
the courts.

High levels of violent crime continued to cause
widespread public concern, with increased pressure
on government and police for effective responses.
Government bodies and civil society made progress in
developing a service charter for victims of crime.

In July, a parliamentary committee recommended
the establishment of an umbrella human rights body
incorporating the South African Human Rights
Commission (SAHRC) and other bodies, including the
Commission on Gender Equality, to improve their
effectiveness, reduce costs and promote the
indivisibility of human rights.

Refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants
The rights of non-nationals held in police and
immigration detention continued to be abused and
asylum-seekers faced barriers in accessing asylum
determination procedures.

The UN Special Rapporteur on human rights and
counter-terrorism expressed concern at the
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administrative detention for 30 days or more of
immigrants without mandatory judicial review, and at
the failure of the authorities to respect the principle of
non-refoulement.

In February, the Pretoria High Court dismissed an
application to declare unlawful the handing over of a
Pakistani national, Khalid Mehmood Rashid, to Pakistan
in November 2005 without proper safeguards. The
court also refused to order the government to investigate
his subsequent 18-month disappearance. In October
2007, the court refused a second application for leave
to appeal against its February ruling. A further
application for leave to appeal was lodged before the
Supreme Court of Appeal.

In a case involving a Libyan asylum-seeker, the
Pretoria High Court in September declared unlawful
the decisions of asylum determination bodies to deny
refugee status to Ibrahim Ali Abubakar Tantoush, and
declared him a refugee entitled to asylum.

Use of excessive force by police

Police responded to a number of public protests over
socio-economic grievances with excessive force and
arbitrary arrests.

B |n September, unarmed demonstrators in the
Durban area protested at the lack of adequate housing.
The rally organizers, the Shackdwellers Association,
had complied with the requirements of the Gatherings
Act. Participants were peacefully waiting to present a
petition when the police dispersed them without
warning, using water cannon, stun grenades, baton
charges and rubber bullets. They pursued fleeing
marchers, beating them indiscriminately. Fourteen
activists were arrested, including one of the organizers,
Mnikelo Ndabankulu, who had gone to the police
station to check on the welfare of others. They were
charged with public violence. Court proceedings were
postponed in November until 2008. Some of those
arrested suffered injuries from beatings and rubber
bullets, including Mariet Nkikine, who was shot five
times in the back at close range.

In Limpopo province, villagers denied access to
their lands, subjected to the effects of mine blasting
and facing large-scale relocations protested against
Anglo-Platinum and other mining companies.

B |n January, 15 protesters, mainly women from Ga-
Puka village who were trying to stop the mining

company from fencing off their fields, were punched,
pushed and kicked by police officers. One physically
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disabled woman said that she was beaten by police
and had pepper spray sprayed into her eyes at

close range, although she was already in their
custody. The protesters were all subsequently
released uncharged.

B |n May, in Maandagshoek, police arrested 18
protesters, including a pregnant woman and a woman
with a breastfeeding baby, and detained them
unlawfully for 12 days. They were released on bail after
being charged with public violence. Earlier, in March,
the regional magistrate’s court dismissed charges
against other residents of Maandagshoek whose
demonstration in June 2006 had been dispersed by
police using excessive force.

Torture and other ill-treatment

Torture and other ill-treatment by police as part of
criminal investigations continued to be reported.
Corroborated cases included the use of police dogs to
attack shackled crime suspects, suffocation torture,
hitting with gun butts, and kicking and beating of
suspects all over the body. The assaults took place in
a variety of locations including in or near the
suspects’ homes. In some cases injured detainees
were denied urgently needed medical care.

W 7. S. was attacked by police dogs while handcuffed
and held prone on the ground by police in September. His
wounds turned septic before he received any medical
care while detained ata Durban area police station.

The police oversight body, the Independent
Complaints Directorate (ICD), reported that between
April 2006 and March 2007, it received 23 complaints
of torture and 530 complaints of assault with intent to
cause grievous bodily harm. In the same 12-month
period it received 279 new reports of deaths in custody
and 419 deaths as a result of police action, including
141 suspects fatally shot during arrest. Nearly 50 per
cent of these 698 deaths occurred in two provinces,
Gauteng and KwaZulu Natal.

Prison conditions

In September, warders and security officers at Durban
Medium B prison allegedly assaulted unarmed prisoners
who refused to vacate their cells, using guard dogs,
electric shock shields and batons. Human rights
monitors reported four weeks later that some prisoners
still had visible injuries, but were unable to obtain timely
agreement for them to be examined by an independent
forensic doctor.
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Criminal proceedings against prison officers from
Ncome prison in KwaZulu Natal province were
postponed for further investigation into the assault on
some 50 prisoners in 2003. The Jali Commission of
Inquiry in 2006 had recommended criminal charges
and criticized prison authorities for inaction.

The oversight body, the Judicial Inspectorate of
Prisons, conducted a national inspection of 235
prisons and concluded that overcrowding, lack of
rehabilitation programmes and staffing shortages were
“systemic” problems, and that the state of health care
provision was “in crisis”.

Impunity

In July, relatives of victims of apartheid-era human
rights violations, the Khulumani Support Group and
two other NGOs launched proceedings in the Pretoria
High Court to declare invalid amendments in 2005 to
the National Prosecution Policy which would have the
effect of allowing impunity for perpetrators who had
not cooperated with the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission or had been refused amnesty by it.
Proceedings were continuing at the end of 2007.

In August, the Pretoria High Court imposed
suspended sentences on former apartheid-era
Minister of Law and Order, Adriaan Vlok, and four
others after accepting a plea bargain. They had
expressed “remorse” for the attempted murder of an
anti-apartheid leader, Frank Chikane, in 1989 and
agreed to cooperate in other investigations. All five
accused had pleaded guilty to the attempted murder
charge.

In October, the Ministry of Justice and
Constitutional Development issued a statement
reiterating the government’s opposition to a lawsuit
brought in the USA by victims of human rights
violations. The group are seeking damages from 50
US, European and Canadian corporations for alleged
complicity in abuses during the apartheid era. The
statement was made in response to the decision of
the New York Circuit Court of Appeal to reverse the
decision of a lower court to dismiss the suit. The
Minister stated that the responsibility for rehabilitation
and redress lay with the South African government
and not foreign courts.

Violence against women
High levels of sexual and other forms of violence
against women continued to be reported.
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According to police statistics, reported incidents of
rape had decreased by 4.2 per cent over the previous
six years. However, between April 2006 and March
2007, 52,617 rapes were reported. There were also
9,327 reported cases of “indecent assault” —
including anal rape and other types of sexual assault
which did not then fall within the definition of rape. In
December new crime statistics for the period April to
September 2007 included 22,887 reported rapes.

Police officials reported to Parliament that between
July 2006 and June 2007, police recorded 88,784
incidents of “domestic violence” in terms of the 1998
Domestic Violence Act (DVA). The Department of
Justice reported that over 63,000 protection orders
were issued by the courts between April 2006 and
March 2007. However, the ICD reported in November
that of 245 police stations audited in 2006, only 23
per cent were compliant with their obligations under
the DVA, ranging from none in Mpumalanga and
Limpopo provinces to all of those audited in the
Western Cape.

Women experiencing violence and service-
providing organizations told Amnesty International
that while some police facilitated women'’s access to
protection orders, others referred complainants back
to their families, or failed to seize dangerous weapons,
or refused to take any steps unless the complainant
laid criminal charges first.

The effectiveness of the police response to cases
of gender-based violence reportedly deteriorated as
a consequence of the disbandment of the Family
Violence, Child Protection and Sexual Offences
specialized units and the relocation of staff to local
police stations. The Department of Justice
suspended further development of specialized
sexual offences courts despite their higher
conviction rates in rape trials.

In December, President Mbeki signed into law the
Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related Matters)
Amendment Act, ending a nearly 10-year legislative
reform process. The Act defines rape in gender-
neutral terms, applicable to all forms of “sexual
penetration” without consent. It obliges the authorities
to develop a national policy framework and national
instructions to ensure training and coordination in
implementation of its provisions. However, the Act's
protective measures and services for complainants
and witnesses are more limited than originally sought
by advocacy organizations. Provisions allowing for

Amnesty International Report 2008



compulsory HIV testing of arrested suspects were
criticized with respect to the interests of the
complainant and the rights of the accused.

Health — people living with HIV

An estimated 5.5 million people were living with HIV.
In May a new National Strategic Plan on HIV/AIDS for
2007 to 2011 (NSP) was adopted by Cabinet,
following six months of consultations involving
government departments, civil society organizations
and healthcare providers. The NSP aimed to expand
access to treatment, care and support to 80 per cent
of people living with HIV and to tackle systemic
barriers to prevention, treatment and care. President
Mbeki's dismissal in August of the Deputy Minister of
Health, Nozizwe Madlala-Routledge, who had played
a key role in the development of the NSP, raised
concern that the government was not fully committed
to the plan.

According to government figures released in May,
a total of 303,788 patients were on antiretroviral
treatment (ART) programmes in the public health
sector. However, organizations monitoring health
rights expressed concern that this represented less
than half of those needing ART. In rural areas,
access to health services and women'’s ability to
adhere to treatment were impeded by physical
inaccessibility of health services, costs of transport,
shortage of health personnel, delays in the
“accreditation” of facilities to provide ART, lack of
daily access to adequate food and socio-economic
inequalities.

In May, the SAHRC held public hearings on the
right to access healthcare services, as a result of
receiving complaints and observing poor service
delivery in many provinces. It had not published its
findings by the end of the year.

Amnesty International visits/reports

# Amnesty International delegates visited South Africa in March and May.

Pakistan/South Africa: Khalid Mehmood Rashid appears after

18 months of secret detention (AFR 53/003/2007)

5 South Africa: Submission to the UN Universal Periodic Review First
Session of the UPR Working Group 7-11 April 2008 (AFR 53/005/2007)
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SPAIN

KINGDOM OF SPAIN
Head of state:

Head of government:
Death penalty:
Population:

Life expectancy:
Under-5 mortality (m/f):

King Juan Carlos | de Borhdn
José Luis Rodriguez Zapatero
abolitionist for all crimes
43.6 million

80.5 years

6/5 per 1,000

Reports of human rights violations by law
enforcement officers and subsequent impunity
continued to be widespread. Asylum-seekers and
migrants were denied access to Spanish territory and
processed in extra-territorial centres in conditions
that did not comply with international standards.
Unaccompanied minors were expelled without
adequate guarantees for their safety. Victims of
domestic violence continued to face obstacles in
obtaining protection, justice and reparation, with
migrant women facing additional difficulties in
accessing essential resources. The armed Basque
group Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA) declared its
“permanent ceasefire” over in June and resumed
bomb attacks.

Police and security forces

Torture and other ill-treatment

Reports of torture and other ill-treatment by law
enforcement officers continued to be widespread.
Law enforcement bodies and judicial authorities failed
to investigate such cases in line with international
standards, leading to effective impunity.

B During investigations into the case of 22 people
arrested in January 2006 on terrorism-related charges,
several detainees told the investigating judge that they
had been tortured and otherwise ill-treated by Civil
Guard agents while held incommunicado. No criminal
investigation into these claims was known to have been
made by the end of the year.

B Three Civil Guard officers were convicted on 27 April
of offences relating to the death in custody of Juan
Martinez Galdeano at the Roquetas de Mar police
station on 24 July 2005. The commanding officer, José
Manuel Rivas, was convicted of minor assaultand
degrading treatment. He was sentenced to 15 months’
imprisonment, three years’ disqualification from office
and a fine. Two other officers were convicted of injury
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and abuse of authority, and fined. Five officers were
acquitted. The prosecution and the defence both
lodged appeals.

B On 19 July a Ghanaian man, Courage Washington,
was seriously injured in a shooting incident at Madrid’s
Barajas airport. Two police officers dressed in civilian
clothes approached Courage Washington and asked for
his identity papers. It was alleged that Courage
Washington, who suffers from mental health
difficulties, took a toy gun from his pocket and the
police officers shot him four times. According to
witnesses, some shots were fired after Courage
Washington had fallen to the ground. A criminal
investigation was subsequently launched against
Courage Washington for assault on a public agent.
His lawyer lodged a complaint against the police.
Tasers

Several law enforcement agencies announced their
acquisition of electro-shock taser weapons, and they
were already in use by local police forces in at least
three of the Autonomous Communities. The National
Police and Civil Guard do not use them. There was
insufficient regulation and control regarding the
possession and use of such weapons by law
enforcement officers.

Migration

Abuses during deportation

In July the Interior Ministry announced a new draft
protocol for the National Police and Civil Guard on the
safe repatriation of detainees, including irregular
migrants. However, it did not adequately reflect
relevant European human rights standards or the
recommendations of international organizations
relating to the use of force and immobilization
techniques by law enforcement officers during
expulsions. The protocol included “reinforced tape”,
“immobilizing belts and clothes” and “protective
helmets” on the list of materials approved for use in
expulsions, which may violate the international
prohibition of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
and risk causing asphyxia or other serious physical
harm to the person being forcibly deported.

B On 9 June Nigerian citizen Osamuyia Akpitaye died
during an attempt to forcibly deport him. According to
witnesses, the two law enforcement officers
accompanying him on the flight from Madrid to Lagos
tied his feet and hands and gagged his mouth, allegedly
with adhesive tape, to counteract his resistance to
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being deported. Osamuyia Akpitaye died shortly after
take-off. An autopsy determined the cause of death
as asphyxiation.

Extra-territorial procedures

Many rescue operations were conducted by the
Spanish authorities to save migrants and asylum-
seekers in danger as they attempted to reach Europe
by sea. However, the rights of many were violated in
interception and extra-territorial processing
procedures. The conditions of detention and rights of
access to asylum procedures of those detained in
extra-territorial processing centres did not comply with
international standards.

B On 30 January, the Spanish sea rescue service
intercepted Marine I, which had 369 people aboard.
The passengers, believed to be from Asia and Sub-
Saharan Africa, were travelling to the Canary Islands.
The Spanish rescue service assisted the boattoa
position 12 miles off the coast of Mauritania. The boat
remained stranded there for almost two weeks until the
Mauritanian and Spanish authorities agreed on

12 February to allow the boat to land in Mauritania. Part
of the agreement allowed the Spanish authorities to
manage the welfare and processing of the migrants and
asylum-seekers in Mauritania. The Spanish authorities
agreed to process the asylum claims of 10 Sri Lankans
on board, who were transferred to the Canary Islands
along with 25 others. However, despite a positive report
from UNHCR, the UN refugee agency, the asylum
claims were not admitted into the Spanish asylum
procedure and all 10 individuals were deported on

25 March. In April it was reported that of the 369 people
aboard Marine I, 35 were returned to Guinea, 161 to
India and 115 to Pakistan. Twenty-three reportedly
remained in a hangar in Mauritania under the effective
control of Spanish authorities in conditions of detention
that did not comply with Spanish law. On 18 May, 17 of
them were transferred to a detention centre under
Mauritanian jurisdiction, and in June they were
returned to Pakistan. The remaining six were
transferred to Melilla (Spain) to receive psychological
treatment as a result of their experience in detention.

B |n March a boat, Happy Day, carrying 260 irregular
migrants from Senegal to the Canary Islands, was
intercepted by an Italian vessel operating as part of the
EU border agency, Frontex, under Spanish guidance.
Following disputes between Spain, Senegal and Guinea
(believed to be the boat’s original departure point), the
260 people spent a week on the boat anchored at
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Kamsar in Guinea as the Guinean authorities refused to
allow them to disembark. Amnesty International was
unable to trace what happened to the migrants after
this point.

Unaccompanied minors

Family reunification of unaccompanied minors failed
to guarantee that the best interests of the child were
adequately taken into account. Unaccompanied
minors were expelled to Morocco without adequate
guarantees for their safety.

Law on Aliens

In November the Constitutional Court ruled
unconstitutional provisions in the 2000 Law on Aliens
that restrict migrants’ rights of association, access to
basic education and free legal assistance.

Violence against women
Women continued to face obstacles in obtaining
protection, justice and reparation two years after the
law against gender-based violence was introduced.
Key provisions of the law were still being developed or
were being implemented too slowly. However, some
positive measures were introduced, such as a
protocol for health workers dealing with victims of
domestic violence. The number of women killed by
their partner or former partner reached 71 in 2007.
Of these, 48 were foreign nationals. Migrant women
remained particularly vulnerable to violence as they
continued to suffer discrimination in law and practice
when trying to access justice and essential resources
such as financial assistance, psychological treatment
and access to shelters.

On 22 March legislation was approved extending
refugee status to women fleeing gender-based
persecution.

Armed groups

Following the end of its “permanent ceasefire”, ETA
resumed attacks in Spain. The ceasefire, effectively
broken on 30 December 2006 by a bomb attack on
Madrid’s Barajas airport which killed two people, was
officially declared over on 5 June 2007. On 24 August
a car bomb exploded outside the Civil Guard station
in Durango in the Basque Country, causing damage
to property but no casualties. On 9 October the
bodyguard of a Basque councillor was injured in a
further bomb attack. On 1 December, two unarmed
Spanish Civil Guard officers were shot and killed by
suspected ETA members in Capbreton, France. A
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man and a woman were arrested and charged with
murder; a third suspect escaped.

Counter-terrorism

On 4 October, 22 people believed to be involved in
the directorship of the Basque political party Batasuna,
banned in 2003 under the Law on Political Parties,
were arrested at a meeting on the grounds of
membership of a terrorist organization.

On 19 December the National Criminal Court
issued its sentence in relation to the so-called
Macroproceso 18/98 trial, in which 47 people were
convicted of membership of, or various degrees of
collaboration with, ETA as a result of their work with
various Basque nationalist organizations. The
sentence stated that the organizations constituted a
part of ETA and/or received instructions from it.
Appeals against the sentence were pending at the
end of the year. Several of those convicted had
publicly stated their opposition to ETA and the use of
violence for political ends.

‘War on terror’
Allegations about the involvement of Spanish police in
interrogations of detainees at the US detention centre
at Guantanamo Bay between 2002 and 2005 came to
light in early 2007. Responding to inquiries by
Amnesty International, the Interior Ministry confirmed
that two visits by Spanish police to Guantdnamo Bay
had taken place, in July 2002 and February 2004.
On 19 December, three former UK residents
detained at Guantanamo Bay were released and
returned to the UK. Two of the men, Jamil El Banna
and Omar Deghayes, appeared in court on
20 December in a preliminary hearing in connection
with an extradition request issued by Spain on
terrorism-related charges. The men opposed the
request. A decision was pending at the end of the year.
At least 50 ClA-operated flights travelling to or from
Guantanamo Bay stopped over in Spanish territory
between 2002 and 2007, according to media reports
citing information from the Spanish Airport and Air
Navigation Institution. The last known was in February
2007. In some cases, planes landed at military bases
also used by US forces. The information was passed
to the judge investigating suspected CIA flights via
Spain that were involved in renditions — illegal
transfers of suspects between countries. It was
alleged that the government had knowledge of these
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flights, but did not mention them to the Spanish
parliament despite its request for all available
information on this topic in April 2006, or to
investigators from the Council of Europe and
European Parliament.

The trial began in February of 28 people accused of
involvement in the 11 March 2004 attacks on commuter
trains in Madrid. In October the national criminal court
convicted 21 of them and acquitted seven. Three men
were sentenced to 42,000 years’ imprisonment.

Impunity

In November parliament passed a law concerning the
victims of Francoism and the 1936-39 civil war. Despite
some positive features, the law fell short of international
standards on the rights to a remedy and reparations for
the victims of gross human rights violations.

Amnesty International visits/reports

# Amnesty International delegates visited Spain in February, March, June
and November.

£l Spain: Adding insult to injury—the effective impunity of police officers

in cases of torture and other ill treatment (EUR 41/006/007)

) Europe and Central Asia: Summary of Amnesty International’s concerns
in the region, January-June 2007 (EUR 01/010/2007)

SRI LANKA

DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

Head of state: Mahinda Rajapaksa
Head of government: Ratnasiri Wickremanayake
Death penalty: aholitionist in practice
Population: 21.1 million
Life expectancy: 71.6 years

2007 was characterized by impunity for violations
of international human rights and humanitarian
law. Soaring human rights abuses included
hundreds of enforced disappearances, unlawful
killings of humanitarian workers, arbitrary arrests
and torture. Lack of protection for civilians was a
key concern as heavy fighting resumed between
government forces and the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE).
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Background

In January, the military took control of Vakarai in the
east after weeks of heavy fighting. Tens of thousands
of civilians fled the area. In March, an LTTE air strike
hit a military base next to the main airport. Also in
March, heavy fighting in Batticaloa District resulted in
a surge in displacement. People displaced by fighting
in the area reached almost 160,000 by late March,
doubling the previous month’s figures. In July, the
government claimed it had successfully “liberated”
the east from the LTTE.

Civilians in the north and east faced immense
hardship with a significant number being killed in
indiscriminate raids. Lack of transport links to Jaffna
Peninsula affected food supplies to over 500,000
people there. The only access road into the area
remained closed and civilians needed a military permit
to enter and exit.

In June, the security forces drove several hundred
Tamils from Colombo. Further forcible evictions were
stopped by a Supreme Court order.

In October, the UN Special Rapporteur on torture
concluded that torture was widespread throughout
Sri Lanka. The UNHCHR criticized the government for
failing to properly record, investigate and prosecute
cases of abductions, disappearances and killings.

In November, the political head of the LTTE, S.P.
Thamilchelvan, was killed in a Sri Lankan air force
strike. On 28 November, two bombings in the capital,
Colombo, killed 18 and wounded more than 30
people. The military blamed the LTTE.

Calls by rights groups for the creation of a local wing
of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights to address the security of civilians in Sri Lanka
were repeatedly rejected by the government.

In December, the USA suspended military aid to Sri
Lanka due to human rights concerns.

Enforced disappearances

Several hundred cases of enforced disappearances
were reported in the first six months of 2007. Jaffna
Peninsula was particularly affected with 21 cases of
enforced disappearances reported in the first three
weeks of August alone. Enforced disappearances in
the north and east appeared to be part of a
systematic counter-insurgency strategy devised by the
government. There were also a number of abductions
and suspected enforced disappearances reported
from Colombo.
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The Human Rights Council’'s Working Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances expressed
concern about the high number of such cases in
Sri Lanka.

Internally displaced people

The number of people displaced as a result of
conflict since April 2006 totalled more than
200,000 in 2007. In addition, many people
remained displaced on a long-term basis. In the
north-west town of Puttalam, for example, Muslim
families from the north spent their 17th year in
displacement. The physical security of the internally
displaced was frequently compromised. On several
occasions, the government forced them to return to
their homes in conditions of insecurity and in
contravention of international standards.

Child soldiers

The recruitment of child soldiers by the LTTE and the
Tamil armed group known as the Karuna faction
continued in the north and east. In May 2007, the UN
Security Council Working Group on Children and
Armed Conflict threatened action against the LTTE if it
continued to recruit children. The UN Special
Representative for Children and Armed Conflict
identified the LTTE as “a repeat offender who has
been on the Secretary General’s list of violators for
four years”.

W On 18 June, the LTTE released 135 child soldiers
and pledged to rid its ranks of all children by the end of
the year. According to UNICEF, recruitment of child
soldiers by the LTTE declined in 2007.

B |n April, UNICEF said that among the 285 children
recruited by the Karuna group there were 195
outstanding cases.

Arrests and arbitrary detentions

The Sri Lankan police conducted mass arrests of more
than 1,000 Tamils, allegedly in response to the suicide
bombings carried out in Colombo on 28 November. The
arrests were made on arbitrary and discriminatory
grounds using sweeping powers granted by emergency
regulations. According to reports, “Tamils were bundled
in bus loads and taken for interrogation”. More than
400 of those arrested, including 50 women, were taken
to the Boosa Camp near Galle in the south, a facility
reputed to be overcrowded, and lacking proper
sanitation facilities and adequate drinking water.
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Freedom of expression

The number of attacks on journalists, particularly
those considered part of the Tamil media, escalated.
B On 29 April, Selvaraja Rajivaram, a young Uthayan
journalist, was shot dead near the newspaper’s office
in Jaffna.

B On 2 August, Sahathevan Deluxshan, 22, a part-
time journalist, was shot dead by unidentified men in
Jaffna town.

The authorities failed to effectively investigate or
prosecute those responsible for such unlawful killings.
Journalists from all communities were arrested in
connection with articles critical of the government.

B On 16 August, the personal security provided by the
government to the defense columnist Igbal Athas was
removed. Igbal Athas had been given police protection
after being repeatedly threatened by members of the
security forces angered by his coverage of arms deals.

Impunity

A proposed Commission of Inquiry (Col) failed to gain
the confidence of all parties to the conflict. Serious
concerns were raised regarding witness protection.

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
lost credibility due to the political appointment of
Commissioners.

W |n December, the International Co-ordinating
Committee of National Human Rights Institutions
downgraded the NHRC'’s accreditation. To function
properly, the NHRC must be independently appointed
and fully resourced.

As human rights abuses in the context of the
conflict increased, a climate of impunity persisted.
The government promised a prompt investigation into
the unlawful killing of two volunteers from the Sri Lanka
Red Cross in June, but the investigation was stalled.
Throughout 2007, the Sri Lankan police were
criticized for their inaction and failure to identify
perpetrators of violent crimes.

Amnesty International reports

£ Srilanka: Urgent need for effective protection of civilians as conflict
intensifies, Media Briefing (ASA 37/009/2007)

£ SriLanka: Amnesty International calls on the United Nations Human
Rights Council to address violations (ASA 37/019/2007)
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SUDAN

REPUBLIC OF SUDAN
Head of state and government:
Death penalty:

Omar Hassan al-Bashir
retentionist

Population: 37.8 million
Life expectancy: 57.4 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 113/100 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 60.9 per cent

The Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM)
withdrew from the government from October to

27 December, citing failure to implement the 2005
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) that had
ended the decades-long conflict between north and
south Sudan.

Conflict and insecurity persisted in Darfur, as arms
and armed groups continued to proliferate. Some
280,000 people were newly displaced. The UN
Security Council voted unanimously in July for a
26,000-strong peacekeeping force to be sent to
Darfur. The force took over from the African Union
Mission in Sudan (AMIS), which was unable to stop
continued killings and rapes in Darfur, on
31 December. Peace negotiations between the
government and armed groups had stalled by the end
of the year.

The security services used lethal force against
peaceful demonstrators, including people protesting
against the construction of the Kajbar Dam in northern
Sudan. The security services continued to detain
suspected opponents incommunicado for long periods.
Torture and ill-treatment of Darfuris and other
marginalized groups were systematic. At least 23
people were sentenced to death and seven were
executed. Freedom of expression was restricted and
journalists were detained as prisoners of conscience. In
southern Sudan arbitrary detention continued.

Armed groups also carried out human rights
abuses, including deliberate killing of captives and
other unlawful killings, unlawful detention of
opponents and hostage-taking.

Background

In October the SPLM suspended its participation in
the Government of National Unity (GNU) under
President Omar Hassan al-Bashir, complaining of the
failure of the ruling National Congress Party (NCP)
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ministers to implement provisions of the CPA and the
sidelining of First Vice President Salva Kiir Mayardit.
An official SPLM statement cited issues including:
obstruction of democratic transformation; delays in
the national reconciliation process; non-
implementation of the Abyei protocol (Abyei is an
oil-rich area given special status under the CPA);
delays in demarcating the north-south borders; and
lack of transparency in the distribution of oil revenues.
The SPLM ministers rejoined the GNU on 27 December
but disagreements over the protocol on Abyei were not
resolved by the end of the year.

The Peace Agreement signed with armed groups
from eastern Sudan in 2006 remained in place and
opposition leaders from the east entered the GNU.
Some prominent figures claimed that easterners close
to the NCP received a disproportionate number of
government posts.

The harmonization of domestic legislation with the
provisions of the CPA faced many delays. Among bills
not passed in 2007 were the National Security Service
Act, the National Police Act, the Armed Forces Act and
the Elections Act. In addition, draft bills were not
presented on the National Human Rights Commission,
Electoral Commission and Land Commission.

International scrutiny of Darfur

The Secretary-General of the UN reported monthly to
the Security Council on the situation in Darfur. There
were also regular reports from the Special Rapporteur
on the situation of human rights in Sudan. The UN
Mission in Sudan (UNMIS), set up under the CPA,
had more than 10,000 troops in the south and in
Abyei, Blue Nile and the Nuba Mountains. UNMIS
had 70 human rights monitors throughout Sudan,
including 33 in Darfur. UNMIS issued periodic reports
on particular human rights incidents but ceased to
issue regular human rights updates.

A five-member high-level mission mandated by the
December 2006 Special Session on Darfur of the UN
Human Rights Council (HRC) was not granted visas
by Sudan. The mission visited Chad and other areas
and reported in March to the Human Rights Council.

In March the HRC convened a group of experts to
pursue previous recommendations made by UN
human rights bodies on Darfur. The Sudanese
government-appointed Human Rights Advisory
Council responded to these recommendations but
according to the report presented to the HRC in
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November, few of the recommendations were
implemented. The HRC voted to end the mandate of
the group of experts but maintained the mandate of
the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Sudan.

In December the HRC urged Sudan to implement
all outstanding recommendations identified by the
group of experts on Darfur, extended, for one year, the
mandate of the UN Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in Sudan and requested her
to pursue the implementation of these
recommendations.

A Panel of Experts set up under Security Council
Resolution 1591 in 2005 to monitor the arms
embargo reported that all sides breached the
embargo and named further individuals guilty of
breaching the embargo.

In July the Security Council passed Resolution
1769 setting up the African Union-United Nations
Hybrid Operation in Darfur (UNAMID), a hybrid AU
and UN peacekeeping force of more than 26,000,
including more than 6,000 UN police. The
government of Sudan obstructed swift deployment of
the force by failing to approve the list of contributing
countries, which included a number of non-African
countries. At the same time UN member states did
not contribute vital equipment such as helicopters.
UNAMID took over from AMIS on 31 December, but
with only some 9,000 personnel, including 6,880
troops and 1,540 police officers.

In February, the Prosecutor of the International
Criminal Court (ICC) presented evidence of war
crimes and crimes against humanity in Darfur to the
ICC Pre-Trial Chamber against Ahmad Muhammad
Harun, former Minister of State for the Interior then
Minister of State for Humanitarian Affairs, and
Janjawid militia leader Ali Mohammad Ali Abdel-
Rahman (Ali Kushayb). In April the ICC Pre-Trial
Chamber issued arrest warrants for the two men. The
government of Sudan said it would refuse to hand
them over. In December the UN Security Council
failed to agree a Presidential Statement supporting
the ICC Prosecutor’s condemnation of Sudan’s failure
to cooperate with the ICC.

Darfur

All major parties to the conflict committed violations of
international human rights and humanitarian law
including unlawful killings, arbitrary detention, attacks
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on humanitarian personnel and equipment, torture
and ill-treatment, and hostage-taking.

Armed groups continued to proliferate, mostly
breakaway factions of the Sudan Liberation Army
(SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM).
There were said to be more than 30 armed groups by
the end of 2007, including armed groups
representing Arabs. Armed groups were increasingly
divided along ethnic lines.

Janjawid militias attacked civilians with support,
including air support, from the Sudan Armed Forces.
Some Janjawid militia were reported however to have
become opposed to the government. The Sudan Air
Forces (SAF) bombed civilians and non-military
targets using Antonov bombers and helicopters. Some
SAF aircraft were painted white to resemble UN
aircraft. Armed groups fought against the government
and against each other. The proliferation of arms
encouraged minor clashes to escalate into major
conflicts and there were frequent conflicts between
ethnic groups, including between different Arab
groups incorporated in government paramilitary
forces. Ethnic conflicts and attacks by armed groups
spread to neighbouring Kordofan.

AMIS was short of personnel, means of transport
and heavy weapons.

The timelines of the 2006 Darfur Peace
Agreement, which was signed by the government
and the Sudan Liberation Army/Minni Minawi and
rejected by most armed groups in Darfur, were not
respected.

Conferences were organized by the UN/AU in
Arusha, Tanzania, in August and by the Sudan
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) in Juba, southern
Sudan, in October-December to try to unify groups and
ensure a common negotiating position. Some armed
groups did unite. A number of attempts were made by
regional actors and the UN and AU to revive the peace
process. In October a new peace conference was held
under UN/AU auspices in Sirte, Libya, but the most
prominent armed groups refused to attend.

As a result of attacks, particularly by government
and paramilitary groups, some 280,000 people were
displaced bringing the number of displaced in Darfur
to more than 2,387,000.

Large parts of Darfur were unsafe for travel. All
parties to the conflict, including government
paramilitary forces, set up checkpoints where they
extorted money or detained travellers.
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B |n April government Antonov aircraft and
helicopters bombed the village of Umm Rai in North
Darfur in an indiscriminate attack, hitting a school
and killing two people.

W Between January and August, northern Rizeigat
men, mostly wearing Border Intelligence or Popular
Defence Force uniforms, attacked members of the
Tarjum ethnic group, many of them also members of
government paramilitary forces. Altogether some 500
people were killed in several attacks.

W [n August more than 50 Janjawid abducted 17 men
travelling from the town of Nyala to internally displaced
people (IDP) camps. They detained their captives tied
totrees. After more than 70 days they were released
after paying 110,000,000 Sudanese pounds
(US$55,000).

W |n September, two armed opposition groups,
reportedly offshoots of JEM and of SLA/Unity, attacked
and looted the AMIS base in Haskanita in north Darfur.
They killed 10 AMIS peacekeepers and looted arms.
Following this, the Sudanese army occupied the town
and burned it to the ground.

Violence against women
Rape continued to be widespread, especially of
displaced women and girls collecting firewood outside
their camps. Sometimes women were beaten, or
attacked but managed to escape. They rarely
reported what happened to the police. Men continued
to leave the task of collecting firewood to women
because the men feared being Killed if they ventured
outside the camps.
M Several internally displaced women, including
teenage girls, were raped as they went outside IDP
camps in Zalingei to collect firewood in the second half
of 2007. In August a woman was raped who was
already eight months pregnant.

Female genital mutilation continued to be
systematically practised in northern Sudan.

Arhitrary detentions, torture and other
ill-treatment

The national intelligence and security service (NISS),
military intelligence and police continued to commit
human rights violations, including arbitrary arrests,
torture and ill-treatment, and use of excessive force.
Political detainees, criminal suspects, Darfuris and
others from marginalized areas, and students in
Khartoum were routinely subjected to torture and
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ill-treatment. Floggings continued to be imposed for a
variety of public order offences including unlawful
sexual intercourse and trading in alcohol.
Demonstrations were frequently repressed using
excessive force.

B At least 30 people were arrested in June and July in
connection with protests against the Kajbar Dam.
During a peaceful march in June the police killed four
demonstrators and wounded 11 others. Among those
arrested was a group who came to investigate the
killings, including Mohammed Jalal Ahmad Hashim, a
lecturer at Khartoum University; members of the
committee against the Kajbar Dam, including
spokesperson Osman lbrahim; and journalists.
Detainees, including journalists, were held
incommunicado for up to 10 weeks and required to
sign a statement promising in future not to comment on
the dam.

B Mubarak al-Fadel al-Mahdi, President of the Umma
Party Reform and Renewal (UPRR), was arrested with
at least 40 people, including many former army
officers, in July and accused of smuggling arms and
planning a coup. Soon after, an order was issued
forbidding discussion of the case in the press. On 1
August Ali Mahmoud Hassanain, aged 73, a human
rights lawyer and Deputy Chairman of the Democratic
Unionist Party (DUP), was arrested. Many of this group
of detainees were tortured in incommunicado
detention which lasted up to six weeks, apparently to
force them to confess to an alleged plot. Reported
methods of torture included beatings, prolonged sitting
or standing, and suspension with wrists and ankles tied
behind the back (the tayyara, aeroplane). In November
Mubarak al-Fadel al-Mahdiand Ali Mahmoud
Hassanain, a diabetic, went on hunger strike in protest
atillegalities and delays in the pre-trial process. On

4 December the state released Mubarak al-Fadel al-
Mahdi without charge and on 31 December all other
detainees received a Presidential pardon.

B |n August police and NISS surrounded Kalma camp
near Nyala in Darfur and arrested about 35 displaced
people, after two police had reportedly been killed.
Most detainees were beaten during arrestand
afterwards at Nyala Wasat police station where they
were held in prolonged incommunicado detention.
They were released in October without being charged
or tried.

B More than 100 people, including students,
participated in a demonstration in September on the
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occasion of the “Global Day for Darfur”. Eight students
were arrested after the demonstrations and held for two
days. They were reportedly blindfolded and tortured by
the NISS. On the third day they were transferred to the
police and the torture ceased.

Unfair trials and the death penalty

At least 23 people were known to have been
sentenced to death and seven people executed by
hanging during 2007. The true figures were believed
to be much higher. Death sentences continued to be
frequently passed after unfair trials in which
confessions extracted under torture were used as
evidence. On several occasions defendants were
sentenced to death after trials where they had no
defence lawyer.

Death sentences continued to be passed on
women for adultery but no such sentence was known
to have been carried out. In Darfur, Special Courts
and Special Criminal Courts continued to conduct
unfair trials. The Special Criminal Court on the Events
in Darfur did not hear any cases during the year.

In South Sudan death sentences were passed on
many people who had been tried without defence
counsel. However, no one was known to have been
judicially executed during 2007.

MW Sadia Idriss Fadul and Amouna Abdallah Daldoum,
both originally from Darfur, were sentenced in
February and March respectively to be stoned to
death for adultery by the Criminal Court in Managil
Province, Gazira State. It was believed that the
sentence was commuted.

W |n November, 10 people originally from Darfur,
including al-Tayeb Abdel Aziz, aged 16, and Idris
Mohammed al-Sanousi, aged 71, were sentenced to
death by the Khartoum Criminal Court for the murder of
a newspaper editor, Mohammed Taha. All 10 retracted
confessions which they said were extracted under
torture. The Court refused defence lawyers’ requests to
order medical examinations.

B Two members of military intelligence, Bakhit
Mohammed Bakhit and Abdel Malik Abdallah, were
executed by hanging in May in Shalla Prison, al-
Fasher, Darfur. They had been tried before the
Special Criminal Court on the Events in Darfur in
August 2005 and sentenced to death for murder after
the death of Adam Idris Mohammed as a result of
torture in custody. The head of military intelligence
was acquitted.
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Freedom of expression

Restrictions on freedom of expression and association
continued. Provisions of the 2004 Press Act were
used to censor newspapers and limit freedom of
expression. The government imposed gagging orders
including arbitrary prohibitions on reporting criminal
cases relating to the Darfur conflict; on investigations
into killings of civilians in demonstrations against the
Kajbar Dam; and relating to the case of Mubarak al-
Fadel al-Mahdi.

W [n November, two journalists from al-Sudani
newspaper were detained for 12 days after refusing to
pay a fine of 10,000 Sudanese pounds (US$5,000).
They had been convicted of defamation for writing an
article criticizing the NISS for detaining four other
journalists. They were prisoners of conscience.

Southern Sudan

In Southern Sudan, an autonomous region according
to the CPA, several CPA Commissions were
established by Presidential decree, including the
Southern Sudan Commission on Human Rights. In
November an Army Bill was passed by the South
Sudan Legislative Assembly. Draft bills on the Civil
Service, Population and Census, and Disarmament
Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) were due to
be presented.

Clashes between different militias continued, often
resulting in killings of civilians or abductions. People
continued to be arbitrarily detained, sometimes as
hostages for other family members. Partly because of
a shortage of lawyers, many people were convicted
without defence lawyers. A number of death
sentences were passed but no judicial executions
were known to have been carried out.

B Mapet Daniel Dut was sentenced to death for murder
in October by the Court of Justice in Rumbek. He
reportedly had no defence lawyer. He later escaped
from prison and police detained his brother and father
in his place. Two sisters, who brought them food, were
also detained, but released after a few days. Mapet
Daniel Dut was not recaptured and his father remained
in detention at the end of the year.

Amnesty International reports

£l Sudan:Time is running out: Protect the people of Darfur

(AFR 54/016/2007)

£ Sudan:Arms continuing to fuel serious human rights violations in
Darfur (AFR 54/019/2007)
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£ Sudan:Arrest Now! Darfur, the Sudan: Ahmad Harun and Ali Kushayb
(AFR 54/027/2007)

£l Darfur: When will they protect us? (AFR 54/043/2007)

&) Sudan: Obstruction and Delay (AFR 54/006/2007)

SWAZILAND

KINGDOM OF SWAZILAND
Head of state:

Head of government:
Death penalty:

King Mswati Il
Absalom Themba Dlamini
abolitionist in practice

Population: 1 million
Life expectancy: 40.9 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 144/126 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 79.6 per cent

More than two-thirds of Swaziland’s population lived
in poverty, and more than a quarter were infected
with HIV. Only 28 per cent of those needing
antiretroviral treatment were receiving it. Funding
enabled more orphans and other vulnerable children
to have access to education. Access to justice
improved with new judicial appointments. Reports of
sexual violence continued to increase and legal
reforms affecting women'’s rights were delayed.
Police continued to use excessive force against
criminal suspects and against peaceful
demonstrators.

Legal and constitutional developments
The independence of the judiciary and the ability of
High Court judges to hear cases, in particular those
involving constitutional law issues, were affected by
delays in judicial appointments and the continued use
of temporary contracts. The High Court was reduced
to just one permanent judge by February. In March
the Law Society of Swaziland welcomed signs of
improvement when the King confirmed the
appointment on permanent contracts of two judges to
the High Court and one to the Industrial Court. In
June retired Malawian judge Richard Banda was
sworn in as Chief Justice, on a temporary basis.

In November the High Court dismissed an
application brought in 2006 by the National
Constitutional Assembly, trade union officials and
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others challenging the validity of the Constitution. The
hearing had been delayed by the shortage of judges.
A High Court ruling on the legality of registering
political parties under the Constitution was still
pending at the end of the year. Attempts by members
of the police and correctional services to form trade
unions were opposed by the authorities. The High
Court had not ruled by the end of 2007 on an
application by Khanyakweze Mhlanga and the
Swaziland Police Union for an order confirming the
constitutionality of their union’s registration.

Commonwealth experts visited Swaziland to assist
the review and reform of laws not in compliance with
the Constitution and international standards. They
also assisted in furthering the process towards the
establishment of a human rights commission,
required under the Constitution.

Legislation intended to give effect to the gender
equality provisions of the 2006 Constitution, such as
the draft Sexual Offences and Domestic Violence Bill
and draft Marriage Bill, had still not been enacted by
the end of the year.

Human rights violations by law
enforcement officials

Police continued to use excessive force against
criminal suspects and against peaceful demonstrators
including members of trade unions and political
organizations. Police who committed human rights
violations were not brought to justice.

B On 11 August, police from the Serious Crimes Unit
shot dead Ntokozo Ngozo, who had told a journalist a
week earlier that the police intended to kill him.
According to witnesses, police called for him to come
out of a house in the Makhosini area and he emerged
naked to the waist with his hands in the air. He was shot
in the thigh, abdomen and back at close range. Police
delayed taking him to hospital. The initial police
statement that he had been shot running away was
inconsistent with the medical evidence. Witnesses
complained that they had been assaulted by police,
including Nsizwa Mhlanga, who was arrested and held
until 16 August without being brought before a court.
He was eventually released on bail pending possible
charges. No inquiry into the shooting of Ntokozo Ngozo
had been announced by the end of the year.

B |n April police forcibly dispersed supporters of the
opposition People’s United Democratic Movement
(PUDEMO) involved in a demonstration at Swaziland’s
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border posts on the anniversary of the 1973 decree
which had banned political parties. Protesters who
refused to disperse were bundled into vehicles and
removed, including George Hleta, who was grabbed by
five armed police officers, one of whom throttled him
before he was pushed into a police van. Six arrested
PUDEMO members were charged with sedition,
apparently on account of the wording on their banners,
and held for 12 days. Five had the charges dropped
and were released after paying an admission-of-guilt
fine for “jaywalking”. However, Sicelo Vilane was held
for a further three weeks before being released on bail.
He had not been brought to trial on the sedition charge
by the end of 2007. At the time of his arrest he was still
receiving medical treatment for injuries and health
problems resulting from being assaulted in police
custody in 2006.

In September the Prime Minister received the
report of the one-person commission of inquiry
established after the High Court in March 2006
ordered the government to investigate allegations of
torture made by 16 defendants charged with treason.
The government had not published the inquiry’s
findings by the end of the year.

Violations of the right to fair trial

By the end of the year, 16 defendants charged in
2006 with treason and other offences had still not
been brought to trial. The state’s appeal on a
technicality against the March 2006 High Court ruling
granting the defendants conditional bail had still not
been heard. The accused remained under restrictive
bail conditions.

Health — people living with HIV/AIDS

More than one in four adults aged 15-49 (26 per
cent) were infected with HIV, according to
information released in June by the Central
Statistical Office, citing findings of a Demographic
and Health Survey (DHS) conducted between July
2006 and February 2007. Forty-nine per cent of
women between the ages of 25 and 29 were found
to be infected, while the highest infection rate for
men, 45 per cent, occurred between the ages of
35 and 39.

In October a report published by the National
Emergency Response Council on HIV/AIDS
(NERCHA) with a South African partner found that
among the nearly quarter of a million people living
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with HIV, only 28 per cent of those clinically needing
antiretroviral treatment (ART) were receiving it.

Approximately 40 per cent of Swaziland’s
population required food aid, with an increase since
2006 in the number of individuals not eating for an
entire day. At least 69 per cent of the population were
living in poverty. Poverty and limited access to
adequate daily food continued to impede the ability of
people living with HIV and AIDS to access health
services and adhere to treatment.

Advocacy and humanitarian organizations
continued to lobby government and donors for
resources to be directed at addressing the crisis.
Members of Parliament and the Swaziland National
Network of People Living with HIV and AIDS urged
the government in November to provide monthly
grants to improve access to treatment and care.

Children’s rights

The DHS report found that 35 per cent of children
were either orphaned or classified as “vulnerable”
because their parents or carers were sick or dying
and they lacked secure access to health care,
education, food, clothing, psychosocial care or
shelter. Some were classified as vulnerable because
they were at risk of sexual or physical abuse.

The Swaziland National Association of Teachers
sought an order in the High Court in 2006 to compel
the government to pay schools to give orphans and
other vulnerable children access to education.
Although the case was not heard, in November the
government reported to Parliament that, with
NERCHA's support, it had paid funds to 187 schools
towards educating orphaned and vulnerable children.

Violence against women

The number of reported incidents of rape and other
forms of gender-based violence continued to rise.
The Commissioner of Police reported in January
that cases had increased by 15 per cent in 2006
compared with the preceding year. At the end of
the year Superintendent Leckinah Magagula, head
of the Domestic Violence, Sexual Offences and
Child Abuse unit, reported that the unit had
recorded 707 cases of child rape and 463 cases of
rapes of adult women in 2006 and 2007. The
service-providing organization, the Swaziland
Action Group Against Abuse (SWAGAA), reported in
April that it had received 2,414 cases of abuse in
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the preceding year, including incidents of
emotional, financial, physical and sexual abuse.

In September UNICEF published preliminary
findings of a study of violence against girls and
young women aged between 13 and 24. One in
three surveyed had experienced some form of
sexual violence before the age of 18. In addition,
one in six girls between 13 and 17 and one in four
women between 18 and 24 had experienced sexual
violence in the preceding year.

In April UN agencies and the NGO Gender
Consortium, with the Ministry of Justice and
Constitutional Affairs, launched a year-long
campaign against gender-based violence.

There were continuing improvements in the
police response to crimes of sexual violence
through the work of the specialist Domestic
Violence, Sexual Offences and Child Abuse unit in
co-operation with SWAGAA. However, access to
justice for survivors was still hampered by lack of
training for medical practitioners, the failure to
reform forensic medical documentation systems
and delays in the reform of the legal framework
and procedures in rape trials.

Death penalty

Swaziland abstained in the December UN General
Assembly vote on a resolution calling for a global
moratorium on executions.

Although the 2006 Constitution permits the use
of capital punishment, no executions have been
carried out since July 1983. No new death
sentences were imposed in 2007.
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SWEDEN

KINGDOM OF SWEDEN

Head of state: King Carl XVI Gustaf

Head of government: Fredrik Reinfeldt
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes
Population: 9.1 million
Life expectancy: 80.5 years

Under-5 mortality (m/f): 4/4 per 1,000

The new government reversed a decision by the
previous administration which had led to multiple
human rights violations against two people summarily
expelled to Egypt. Asylum-seekers continued to face a
risk of being returned to Eritrea, despite
recommendations from international bodies that all
such returns should be stopped.

‘War on terror’

In March, the new Swedish government, elected in
October 2006, formally reversed an order made by
the previous administration to expel Mohammed El
Zari to Egypt. In May it did the same with regard to
the order made to expel Ahmed Agiza to Egypt.

Two UN human rights bodies, the Committee
against Torture and the Human Rights Committee,
have now found that the Swedish authorities were
responsible for multiple human rights violations
suffered by these two men following their summary
expulsion from Sweden to Egypt in 2001.

In May, it was reported that the Swedish
Migration Board had rejected Mohammed El Zari's
application for a residence permit. According to
reports this decision was reached on the basis of
advice from the Swedish Security Police (Sapo), on
the grounds that Mohammed EI Zari would pose a
threat to Swedish national security if permitted to
return there.

The final decision in such cases is taken by the
government. No such final decision on the
application of Mohammed EI Zari had been taken
by the end of the year.

In October, it was reported that the Migration
Board had also rejected an application for a
residence permit made by Ahmed Agiza. The
reason given for this decision was that Ahmed Agiza
would be unable to make use of a residence permit
for the foreseeable future, since he remained in
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prison in Egypt. Again, no final decision on his
application had been reached by the end of
the year.

By the end of the year no decision had been
made public as to the applications for reparation in
the form of financial compensation which the two
men have made.

Refugees and asylum-seekers

The Swedish authorities continued to refuse
applications made by Eritrean asylum-seekers,
therefore exposing them to a risk of being returned to
Eritrea, despite recommendations to all states by the
UNHCR, the UN refugee agency, to halt all forcible
returns to Eritrea.

SWITZERLAND

SWISS CONFEDERATION

Head of state and government:
Death penalty:

Population:

Life expectancy:

Under-5 mortality (m/f):

Micheline Calmy-Rey
aholitionist for all crimes
1.3 million

81.3 years

6/5 per 1,000

The UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms
of racism criticized the lack of effective action by the
government against growing racism and xenophobia.
Federal elections were held on 21 October; election
posters used by the Swiss People’s Party were widely
considered racist and drew strong criticism.
Allegations of ill-treatment, excessive use of force,
and racism by law enforcement officers continued.
New cases of impunity were reported.

Racism and xenophobia

In January, the UN Special Rapporteur on
contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination,
xenophobia and related intolerance published a
report on his visit to Switzerland in 2006. He
concluded that the lack of relevant comprehensive
national legislation and the lack of a coherent
national policy to address racism and xenophobia
posed a major obstacle to the effectiveness of the
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fight against racism. The report recommended that the
Swiss authorities prepare a comprehensive political
strategy to combat racism and xenophobia and
highlighted the need for the government to oppose and
condemn all racist and xenophobic political platforms.
It also recommended that the Swiss authorities
establish an independent mechanism to investigate
allegations of racism and xenophobia.

The Swiss People’s Party provoked controversy with
its federal election campaign, which was widely
considered to promote racist and discriminatory
ideas. On 21 October the election result increased the
Swiss People’s Party’s representation in parliament.
The UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms
of racism and the Special Rapporteur on the human
rights of migrants sent a joint letter to the Swiss
government asking for an official explanation for the
Swiss People’s Party campaign posters, which
showed white sheep kicking a black sheep off the
Swiss flag. In its response, the Federal Council stated
that it would not tolerate any form of racism but
highlighted the importance of freedom of expression,
particularly in the context of political debate, and
stated that it was up to the courts to determine if the
clause of the Penal Code against racism (the “anti-
racism norm”) had been infringed.

Police and security forces

Human rights violations allegedly committed by law
enforcement officers and their subsequent impunity
continued to be reported. Insufficient training on
multiculturalism and the lack of a system of
independent and impartial mechanisms to
investigate allegations of human rights violations were
criticized. In response, some cantons and towns took
measures to improve training and issue new
protocols concerning police interventions.

Migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers
Following the entry into force of new asylum
legislation adopted in 2006, a Swiss non-
governmental organization, the Swiss Refugee
Council, announced that many asylum-seekers were
denied access to the asylum procedure on the
grounds that they lacked identity documents. Non-
governmental organizations working with
asylum-seekers reported that under the new
legislation, rejected asylum-seekers — including
families — who were having their application
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reconsidered had been told to leave their homes and
live in a special residence while they awaited the
decision on their case.

On 17 December the National Council (one of the
houses of parliament) approved a decision to
authorize the use of electro-shock (taser) weapons
and police dogs during the forcible expulsion of
foreign nationals. The decision was condemned by
human rights organizations. Parliament will take a
final decision on the text in 2008.

Violence against women

On 1 June a new law came into force granting
greater protection to victims of domestic violence.
However, migrant victims of domestic violence
continued to be at risk of losing their residence rights
if they cease cohabiting with a violent partner. Victims
of human trafficking can be given a temporary
residence permit for the duration of any criminal
procedure in which they testify, but lose the right to
remain when the procedure ends.

SYRIA

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC
Head of state:

Head of government:
Death penalty:

Bashar al-Assad
Muhammad Naiji al-'Otri
retentionist

Population: 20 million
Life expectancy: 13.6 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 20/16 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 80.8 per cent

The state of emergency, in force since 1963,
continued to give security forces sweeping powers of
arrest and detention. Freedom of expression and
association were severely restricted. Hundreds of
people were arrested and hundreds of others
remained imprisoned for political reasons, including
prisoners of conscience and others sentenced after
unfair trials. Human rights defenders were harassed
and persecuted. Women and members of the Kurdish
minority faced discrimination in law and practice.
Torture and other ill-treatment were committed with
impunity. Public executions resumed.
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Background

Syria hosted up to 1.4 million Iraqi refugees, including
many who entered during 2007, as well as some
500,000 Palestinian refugees who are long-term
residents. Tens of thousands of Syrians remained
internally displaced due to Israel’s continuing
occupation of the Golan.

In February, Syria ratified the Arab Charter on
Human Rights.

On 6 September Israeli Air Force planes bombed a
building in north-eastern Syria. Israeli media reports
suggested that the target was a nuclear facility;
President Bashar al-Assad said it was an unused
military building. The head of the International Atomic
Energy Agency criticized Israel for “taking the law into
its own hands” and said the Israeli authorities had
provided no evidence that the target was a secret
nuclear facility.

The ninth report by the UN Independent
Investigation Commission on the 2005 assassination
of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq al-Hariri,
issued in November, said “more precise preliminary
conclusions” had been reached and reaffirmed
Syria’s co-operation with the Commission.

Arbitrary arrests and detentions

Political prisoners

Some 1,500 people were reportedly arrested for
political reasons, including prisoners of conscience.
Hundreds of others arrested in previous years
remained in prison. The majority of more than 170
people sentenced in 2007 after grossly unfair trials
before the Supreme State Security Court (SSSC),
Criminal Court or Military Court were alleged to

be Islamists.

B On 11 March, the SSSC convicted 24 men from the
Qatana area, near Damascus, of being part of a
“group established with the aim of changing the
economic or social status of the state” and
“weakening nationalist sentiments”, apparently solely
on the basis of “confessions” which the men alleged
were obtained under torture. The SSSC sentenced
them to between four and 12 years in prison. Arrested
between May and November 2004, the men had
been held incommunicado for over a year at the
Palestine Branch of Military Intelligence, Damascus,
notorious for torture and other ill-treatment.

The SSSC failed to investigate the men’s

torture allegations.
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B On 10 May, the Criminal Court convicted Kamal al-
Labwani of “scheming with a foreign country, or
communicating with one to incite it to initiate
aggression against Syria” and sentenced him to 12
years’ imprisonment. The charge related to his 2005
visit to Europe and the USA where he met human
rights organizations and government officials and
called for peaceful democratic reform in Syria. Kamal
al-Labwani previously spent three years in prison for
his involvement in the peaceful pro-reform movement
of 2000-2001 known as the “Damascus Spring”.

B On 13 May, the Criminal Court convicted Michel
Kilo and Mahmoud ‘Issa of “weakening nationalist
sentiments” and sentenced them to three years’
imprisonment. They were among 10 people arrested
in May 2006 in relation to the Beirut-Damascus
Declaration, a petition signed by 300 Syrian and
Lebanese nationals calling for the normalization of
relations between the two countries.

B Of some 40 people arrested for attending a
meeting on 1 December of the unauthorized umbrella
grouping, the National Council of the Damascus
Declaration for Democratic National Change, seven
remained detained incommunicado at the end of

the year.

UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
It was announced in February that the UN Working
Group on Arbitrary Detention had declared in May
2006 that the detention of Riad Drar al-Hamood was
arbitrary because of the non-observance of fair trial
standards and because he was convicted for
exercising his right to free expression. Riad Drar al-
Hamood was convicted by the SSSC in April 2006 of
belonging to a “secret organization”, “publishing
false news” and “inciting sectarian strife”, and
sentenced to five years’ imprisonment. The charges
related to a speech he gave at the funeral of Kurdish
Islamic scholar Sheikh Muhammad Ma’shuq al-
Khiznawi, who had been abducted and killed.

In June 2007, the Working Group stated that
Ayman Ardenli, held for three years in Syria without
charge, had been detained arbitrarily as the
detention could not be justified “on any legal basis”,
and that Muhammad Zammar, held for nearly five
years without charge before being sentenced by the
SSSC on 11 February to 12 years’ imprisonment,
was being detained arbitrarily because of non-
observance of fair trial standards (see below).
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Freedom of expression

Freedom of expression remained strictly controlled.

W On 17 June, the SSSC convicted Maher Isber
Ibrahim, Tareq al-Ghorani, Hussam ‘Ali Mulhim, Diab
Siriyeh, ‘Omar ‘Alial-’"Abdullah, ‘Allam Fakhour and
Ayham Sagr of “taking action or making a written
statement or speech which could endanger the State or
harm its relationship with a foreign country, or expose it
to the risk of hostile action” for their involvement in
developing a youth discussion group and for publishing
pro-democracy articles on the internet. Maher Isber
Ibrahim and Tareq al-Ghorani were also convicted of
“broadcasting of false news” and sentenced to seven
years’ imprisonment while the other five received five-
year prison terms. All were arrested by Air Force
Intelligence officials in early 2006 and reportedly
detained incommunicado until November 2006. The
men repudiated “confessions” they had made in pre-
trial detention, alleging that they were obtained under
torture and duress. However, the SSSC failed to
investigate their allegations and accepted the
“confessions” as evidence against them.

W Fa'eq al-Mir, a leader of the People’s Democratic
Party, was convicted by the Criminal Court on

31 December of “spreading false information harmful
tothe nation”. This apparently related to a telephone
call he made to a Lebanese politician to express
condolences over the assassination of a Lebanese
government minister. He was sentenced to

18 months’ imprisonment.

B Kareem ‘Arabji was arrested on 7 June by Military
Intelligence officers in Damascus, allegedly for
moderating the internet youth forum www.akhawia.net.
He was still held incommunicado at the end of the year.

Torture and other ill-treatment

Detainees continued to be tortured and otherwise ill-
treated; five reportedly died, possibly as a result.

The authorities took no action to investigate

torture allegations.

B ‘Aref Dalilah, aged 64, remained in solitary
confinement in a small cell in ‘Adra prison, serving a
10-year sentence for his involvement in the “Damascus
Spring”. He suffers from diabetes, high blood pressure
and the effects of a stroke, but was denied access to
adequate medical care.

W The body of ‘Abd al-Mo’ez Salem was reportedly
returned to his family in Areeha on 4 July and buried in
the presence of Military Intelligence agents who did not
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allow the body to be seen or prepared for burial. He had
apparently been held incommunicado for up to two
years, including at the Palestine Branch.

W ‘Aref Hannoush, 16, was among up to nine youths
allegedly tortured and otherwise ill-treated while
detained in Damascus in August. They said they were
confined in cramped and degrading conditions, denied
sleep or access to a toilet, and beaten, including by the
dulab (being forced into a car tyre and beaten).

‘War on terror’

B Muhammad Zammar, arrested in Morocco and
forcibly transferred to Syria in December 2001
apparently under the US-led renditions programme,
was convicted in February after an unfair trial on four
charges, including membership of the outlawed Syrian
Muslim Brotherhood organization. No evidence of such
membership was presented during the trial and the
Muslim Brotherhood denied that Muhammad Zammar
had ever been a member or had any active links with it
or any of its members.

Violence and discrimination against
women

The Minister of Social Affairs and Labour was
reported in January to have declared the Syrian
Women'’s Association illegal. It had been functioning
since 1948. In February, the Minister ordered the
dissolution of another women’s rights group, the
Social Initiative Organization, and in September
refused to license five NGOs, including the
Organization to Support Women and Victims of
Domestic Violence.

In February, Syrian Grand Mufti Sheikh Ahmed
Badreddin Hassoun said that “honour” crimes were
wrong, that proving an act of adultery requires four
witnesses, and that he had asked the Minister of
Justice to set up a committee to amend the law on
“honour” crimes.

In June, the UN Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women recommended that the
Syrian authorities take steps to improve the status of
women. The Committee called for: the repeal or
amendment of discriminatory laws, including relevant
provisions of the Personal Status Act, Penal Code and
Nationality Act; the criminalization of marital rape;
perpetrators of “honour” crimes not to be exonerated
or to benefit from any reduction in penalty; the
establishment of shelters and other services for
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women who are victims of violence; and women’s
rights and other human rights NGOs to be allowed to
function independently of the government.

Discrimination against the Kurdish
minority

Syrian Kurds continued to suffer from identity-based
discrimination, including restrictions on the use of
the Kurdish language and culture. Tens of thousands
of Syrian Kurds remained effectively stateless and
therefore denied equal access to social and
economic rights.

B Kurdish artist Salah ‘Amr Sheerzad was detained
and ill-treated at a security branch in Aleppo after
participating in a music concert, according to reports
in March.

W Eight Kurds were arrested on 5 April and detained for
10 days at a Political Security branch in Damascus,
according to reports. They appear to have been
arrested for wearing wristbands showing the colours of
the Kurdish flag.

Human rights defenders

Several unauthorized human rights organizations
remained active even though their members were at
risk of arrest, harassment and being prevented from
travelling abroad.

B On 24 April the Criminal Court convicted Anwar al-
Bunni, a lawyer and head of the Syrian Centre for Legal
Studies and Research, of “spreading false information
harmful to the nation” and sentenced him to five years’
imprisonment. This related to a statement he made in
April 2006 about the death in custody of Muhammad
Shaher Haysa, apparently as a result of ill-treatment
possibly amounting to torture. Anwar al-Bunni, a
prisoner of conscience, was beaten severely by prison
guards on 25 January.

B On 1 November, the authorities prevented human
rights lawyers Muhannad al-Hasani, Khalil Ma’atouq,
Mustafa Osso, Radif Mustafa and Hasan Masho from
travelling to Egypt to attend a workshop organized by
the International Federation for Human Rights and the
Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies.

Death penalty

The death penalty remained in force for a wide
range of offences. At least seven people were
executed, reportedly in public. They had been
condemned to death following grossly unfair trials
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before the Field Military Court in which defendants
have no legal representation and to which there is
no right of appeal.

B Five prisoners — Radwan ‘Abd al-Qadr Hassan
Muhammad, Kheiro Khalif al-Fares, ‘Abd al-Hai Faisal
‘Abd al-Hai, Saleh Youssef Mahmoud and Hassan
Ahmed Khallouf —were hanged in public in Aleppo on
25 October. The latter two were no more than 18 years
old at the time of their execution and so may have been
child offenders. According to Syrian state media, those
executed had committed “various murders, and armed
robberies and had terrorized innocent citizens”.

Enforced disappearances

The fate of some 17,000 people, mostly Islamists
who were victims of enforced disappearance after
they were detained in the late 1970s and early
1980s, and hundreds of Lebanese and Palestinians
who were detained in Syria or abducted from
Lebanon by Syrian forces or Lebanese and
Palestinian militias, remained unknown.

Amnesty International visit/report

® Amnesty International visited Syria in June to look into the situation of
Iraqi refugees and to gather information about human rights abuses in
Iraq.

Iraqi refugees in Syria (MDE 14/036/2007)
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TAIWAN

TAIWAN
Head of state:
Head of government:

Chen Shui-bian
Chang Chun-hsiung
(replaced Su Tseng-chang in May)

Death penalty: retentionist

Aside from some legislative changes, the authorities
failed to introduce significant human rights reforms.

Background

In July, the authorities released around 10,000
prisoners under a clemency bill for those convicted
of minor offences who had already served half of
their terms.

Public events were organized to commemorate the
60th anniversary of the “228 incident” — the brutal
military suppression of public protests in February 1947
which resulted in thousands of deaths and injuries.

Death penalty

No executions were carried out during 2007. Five
people were sentenced to death, joining around 70-100
prisoners on death row.

In response to campaigning, the President
emphasized the need for a gradual approach to
abolition in order to forge a national consensus. The
Ministry of Justice produced a research report analysing
measures necessary for abolition, but this was not made
public.

B Chong De-shu, whose execution order was signed at
the end of 2006, remained under sentence of death.
Chang Pao-hui tried to commit suicide at Hualien prison
in March by swallowing 13 batteries, apparently because
he was unable to bear the stress of waiting for his
execution.

M |n June, the Taiwan High Court once again sentenced
Liu Bing-lang, Su Chien-ho and Chuang Lin-hsun —
known as the “Hsichih Trio” —to death overturning its
2003 not guilty verdict. The decision followed their 11th
retrial in connection with murder charges originally
imposed in 1991. In November, the Supreme Court
rejected the verdict and returned the case to the High
Court for another retrial. The case was based almost
entirely on their confessions which were allegedly
extracted through torture by the police.
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Freedom of expression

Human rights activists continued to campaign for
reforms to the Assembly and Parade Law. The law
requires police permission to hold a public
demonstration and is used to suppress protests
about student fees, environmental concerns and
other issues.

B Several protesters were detained and harassed
by police for protesting against the eviction of around
300 elderly residents of the Lo-sheng Leprosy
Sanitorium in Taipei. The Government plans to
demolish the facility to make way for a public
transport system.

Violence against women

In March, the legislature passed several amendments
to the Domestic Violence Prevention Law and
expanded the scope of the law to include cohabiting
same-sex and unmarried couples. Women reportedly
continued to be trafficked into Taiwan, often to work
as sex workers.

Amnesty International report

£ Taiwan: Miscarriage of justice — “Hsichih Trio” re-sentenced to
death, 16 July 2007 (ASA 38/001/2007)
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TAJIKISTAN

REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN

Head of state: Imomali Rakhmon

Head of government: Okil Okilov
Death penalty: retentionist
Population: 6.7 million
Life expectancy: 66.3 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 116/103 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 99.5 per cent

Further restrictions were imposed on freedom of
religion. Dozens of suspected members of banned
Islamist groups were detained and allegedly
tortured or otherwise ill-treated. Some were
convicted after grossly unfair trials.

Background

A presidential amnesty marked the 10th anniversary
of the 1997 peace agreement that ended the five-
year civil war. The amnesty covered former
opposition combatants, but excluded those
convicted of terrorism or murder. The UN Tajikistan
Office of Peacebuilding ended its seven-year
mission in July.

The Supreme Court banned 10 organizations as
terrorist, including the Islamic Party of Turkestan,
also known as the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan
(IMU); and Tojikistoni Ozod (Free Tajikistan), an
Uzbekistan-based political party that the authorities
considered a threat to Tajikistan’s national security.

In March President Imomali Rakhmonov removed
the Russian suffix from his surname, changing it to
Rakhmon. He recommended that all newborn
children be registered with Tajik surnames.

Freedom of religion

Freedom of religion was under attack. Unregistered
mosques were closed down or demolished in the
capital, Dushanbe. Urban redevelopment plans in
Dushanbe reportedly threatened the city’s
synagogue and several churches. A proposed new
law on religion included stringent registration
requirements that would make it very difficult for
religious minorities to apply or reapply for legal
status. The draft law also proposed to limit the
number of registered places of worship and to ban
missionary activity. Pending the adoption of the new
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law, the government did not accept new
applications for legal status.

M |n October the government revoked the legal status
of the Jehovah's Witnesses and banned all their
activities. The Jehovah's Witnesses were first
registered in 1994. Officials told representatives that
the decision was based on Jehovah'’s Witnesses’
refusal to perform military service and their
proselytizing activities. Two Protestant groups were
also suspended for three months. All three
organizations appealed against the decisions.

Abuses against alleged Islamists

Dozens of members and suspected members of
banned Islamist groups, including the IMU, were
detained on national security grounds and allegedly
tortured or otherwise ill-treated in detention. At least
20 alleged IMU members were sentenced to long
prison terms after trials that fell far short of
international standards of fairness, including the
public branding of defendants as guilty before trial.

‘War on terror’

In August, two men who had been transferred to
Tajikistan in March after six years in US custody at
Guantanamo Bay were sentenced to 17 years in
prison by a court in Dushanbe. They were convicted
of illegally crossing the border into Afghanistan in
2001 and fighting with the IMU against US and
Allied forces.

Earlier in March, a court in southern Tajikistan
sentenced another former Guantdnamo detainee to
23 years in prison for his part in a bomb attack in
Tajikistan in 2000. He had reportedly been captured
by US forces in Afghanistan.

Amnesty International report

Central Asia: Summary of human rights concerns,
January 2006-March 2007 (EUR 04/001/2007)
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TANZANIA

UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

Head of state:

Head of government:

Head of Zanzibar government:
Death penalty: aholitionist in practice
Population: 39.7 million
Life expectancy: 51
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 169/153 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 69.4 per cent

Jakaya Kikwete
Edward Lowassa
Amani Abeid Karume

High levels of violence against women persisted.
Thousands of refugees and migrants from neighbouring
countries were forcibly returned to their countries. Prison
conditions remained harsh. Talks on legal and electoral
reform in semi-autonomous Zanzibar between the ruling
party, Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM), and the opposition
Civic United Front (CUF), which were due to end in
August, continued.

Violence against women

Violence against women, including domestic violence,
remained widespread. Female genital mutilation
continued to be illegally practised, especially in rural
areas. Reports indicated that in parts of the country,
between 18 and 100 per cent of girls were subjected to
female genital mutilation. No prosecutions were reported.

Migrants’ rights

The government continued the forcible return of
refugees from Rwanda, Burundi and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo that began in May 2006. In
early 2007 thousands of individuals deemed to be
“illegal immigrants” were forcibly returned to these
countries. Many of those returned had been
registered as refugees or were in the process of
seeking refugee status and some had lived in
Tanzania for 15 years or more. Many complained of
harassment, beatings and looting of property by the
law enforcement officials carrying out the process of
repatriation.

Prison conditions

Prison conditions remained harsh, with new reports
of severe overcrowding in most prisons. In March
and September, pre-trial detainees in prisons in
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Dar es Salaam, Arusha and Dodoma protested
against delays in their court hearings and against
harsh prison conditions.

Impunity

The authorities failed to investigate allegations of
human rights violations, including unlawful killings by
the police.

B On 5 September, police in Moshi shot at close range
and killed 14 people. Police alleged that the 14 were
armed and were preparing to raid a bank. By the end of
2007 there had been no investigations by the
authorities into these killings.

Freedom of expression

In February the government published a draft Media
Services Bill 2007 to regulate the media. It proposed
setting up a registration mechanism for both
individual journalists and media outlets, and a
statutory Media Standards Board responsible for
regulating the print media. The bill was criticized on
the grounds that it imposed restrictions on the work of
journalists, allowed for political interference in the
broadcast media, and required every publisher and
broadcaster to deposit a cash bond. Critics argued
that the system was open to abuse and could be used
to suppress criticism in the media. By the end of
2007 the bill had not been passed by parliament.

Death penalty

All death sentences in mainland Tanzania were
commuted to life imprisonment in 2006. However, the
death penalty remained part of the penal law and
there were no efforts by the government to abolish it
during the year.
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THAILAND

KINGDOM OF THAILAND
Head of state:

Head of government:
Death penalty:

King Bhumibol Adulyadej
General Surayud Chulanont
retentionist

Population: 65.3 million
Life expectancy: 69.6 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 26/16 per 1,000
Adult literacy : 92.6 per cent

Violence in the south continued unabated. Both
security forces and armed groups were responsible
for abuses of human rights and international
humanitarian law. Civilians suffered
disproportionately, and human rights defenders and
others were victims of enforced disappearances. A
new law gave police and security forces immunity
from prosecution for human rights abuses.

Martial law remained in effect in 31 provinces,
while the Emergency Decree remained in effect in
the south. Freedom of expression and assembly were
curtailed. The government tightened restrictions on
refugees and asylum-seekers, especially in relation
to Burmese asylum seekers and those in detention,
and forcibly returned several groups of Lao Hmong
asylum-seekers.

Background

A new Constitution was approved in August and
national elections took place on 23 December. The
political process was dominated by fighting between
the Council for National Security (CNS) and allies of
deposed Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra. The
People Power Party, aligned with Thaksin Shinawatra,
received the highest number of votes. Due to alleged
irregularities, however, it was not clear whether they
would be allowed to form a government.

Armed groups

Civil unrest increased in the four predominantly Muslim
southern provinces of Narathiwat, Pattani, Yala, and
Songkhla, bringing the total number of deaths to more
than 2,700 since January 2004. Near daily attacks by
armed groups occurred, usually against police and
security forces. As militarization escalated in the south,
the Prime Minister increased the use of civilian militias.
The majority of the victims were Muslim civilians,
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although Buddhist civilians were increasingly targeted
by armed groups. The closure in June of more than 300
schools in Narathiwat Province alone was indicative of
the extent of the violence.

Arbitrary detention

Starting in June more than 600 people were arrested in
the southern provinces, many without warrants; most
were held beyond the maximum 37-day period
permitted by law and sent to “voluntary” training
camps. A court freed nearly 400 in October, accepting
that their participation was not truly voluntary.
However, they were not permitted to return to the
three southern provinces from which they were taken.

Human rights defenders

Human rights defenders remained under threat, with
three killed in November alone. Members and
affiliates of the Working Group on Justice for Peace,
chaired by Angkhana Neelapaijit, widow of Muslim
lawyer Somchai Neelapaijit (disappeared and killed in
2004), were at particular risk.

Enforced disappearances

At least 26 people have disappeared since 2001. Few
of these cases have come before a court, and none
has been conclusively solved. In March, 24 southern
Muslims sought asylum in Malaysia citing enforced
disappearances as a reason.

Justice system and impunity

All five officers implicated in the enforced
disappearance of Somchai Neelapaijit, including the
only one convicted in 2006, were allowed to return to
work. No disciplinary action was taken against them. A
court ruled in April that Somchai Neelapaijit's widow
could not sue the Police Chief for redress.

The Ministry of Justice established a committee to
prosecute human rights violations under Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s government, focussing
on extrajudicial executions during the 2003 war on
drugs. However, little progress was made.

In May a court found three military personnel
responsible for the deaths of 32 people at the April
2004 Krue Se mosque attack, in which more than 100
people were killed during clashes with security forces.
None was prosecuted and one was subsequently
appointed to the Internal Security Operations Command
(ISOC) in charge of combating violence in the south.
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Police interfered with an inquest into the Tak Bai
incident of October 2004 in which 85 people died,
most from suffocation while being detained in military
trucks. Although the police admitted misconduct, no
officers were disciplined. Compensation was paid to
victims on condition that a legal case against the
authorities was dropped.

The ISOC law was passed on 20 December,
conferring immunity from prosecution for human
rights abuses on nearly all authorities who act “in
good faith”.

Freedom of expression

In April a television station regarded as pro-Thaksin
had its licence revoked by the CNS. Three Bangkok
radio stations were shut down in May after airing the
deposed Prime Minister’s call for a swift return to
democracy. A Computer Related Offences Act was
passed in May that allowed for wide-ranging action
against computer use. Websites deemed anti-coup
or pro-Thaksin were closed down. Access to
YouTube was blocked from April to August because
of a video deemed critical of the monarchy.

Three members of the White Dove anti-coup group
were detained by police in Chiang Mai during
demonstrations in May.

M The Constitutional Court ordered the disbanding of
Thaksin’s Thai Rak Thai party and the suspension of 111
of its members from all political activities for five years, on
the grounds of electoral fraud in 2006. In June, the
government lifted a general nationwide ban on political
activities.

M |n July, six leaders of the Democratic Alliance Against
Dictatorship group were detained during an anti-coup
rally that turned violent. They were only released on
condition that they cease further political activity.

Refugees and asylum-seekers

In January the Prime Minister named “illegal border
crossings by migrant workers and human
traffickers” as the second of six threats facing
Thailand, and announced that the government
would begin regulating “illegal hilltribe aliens, such
as the Hmong”.

In the same month international pressure led the
authorities to halt the deportation of 143 recognized
Lao refugees, most of whom were children, and the
Prime Minister asserted that they would be allowed to
resettle in third countries.
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At least 179 Lao Hmong refugees were forcibly
returned to Laos during the year, in contravention of
Thailand’s international obligations. A bilateral border
agreement was signed with Laos which envisaged the
return of 8,000 Lao Hmong in 2008. No adequate
process was set up to identify those needing
international protection. Thousands of refugees from
Myanmar were turned back at the border.

W Aye Oo, a young refugee man, was shot to death on
15 December by Thai security officers in Ban Mae Nai
Soi refugee camp when a large number of refugees
demonstrated against continued abuses by the
officers. The Camp Commander was moved to an
inactive post.

Torture and other ill-treatment

In March a number of Thai security officers in Ban
Mae Nai Soi refugee camp in Mae Hong Son Province
severely beat a naturalized Karenni man. He was
living in the camp with his refugee parents. He
remained in a coma for nine days. Neither the officers
nor the Camp Commander were disciplined. At least
10 cases of torture by the authorities were reported in
the south.

Legal developments
The ISOC law empowered the Prime Minister to send
individuals suspected of involvement in the violence
in the south to six-month “voluntary training
programmes” rather than face criminal charges. It
also empowered him to take command of state
agencies and to suppress groups and individuals
deemed “threatening”. The law also restricted
freedom of assembly and movement, freedom from
arbitrary detention and unreasonable searches, and
the right to privacy and fair trial procedures.

In August, Thailand signed the Statute of the
International Criminal Court, and in October signed
the UN Convention against Torture.

Death penalty

The death penalty remained in effect with about
1,000 people on death row, including many for drug-
related offences. No one was executed.
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TIMOR-LESTE

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF TIMOR-LESTE
Head of state: José Manuel Ramos-Horta
(replaced Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao)
Head of government: Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao (replaced
Estanislau da Silva in August who replaced
José Manuel Ramos-Horta in May)
abolitionist for all crimes
1.1 million
59.7 years
118/110 per 1,000
50.1 per cent

Death penalty:
Population:

Life expectancy:
Under-5 mortality (m/f):
Adult literacy:

Although Presidential and Parliamentary elections
were relatively fair and peaceful, sporadic violent
protests and incidents erupted throughout the year.
The police and judiciary remained weak institutions.
The numbers of internally displaced people
continued at high levels. Investigations and
prosecutions of those responsible for the human
rights violations in 2006 progressed, although
impunity continued for violations committed under
Indonesian occupation.

Background

Timor's first Presidential elections since independence
were held in April. They were described as relatively
free and fair by observers. Parliamentary elections
which followed in June left an unclear majority. The
newly elected President, José Ramos-Horta,
announced in August that former President Xanana
Gusmao would be appointed Prime Minister.

In February, the UN Integrated Mission in Timor-
Leste (UNMIT), whose mandate included the fostering
of stability and supporting national elections, had its
mission extended until early 2008.

Following the violent unrest of April/May 2006,
which killed an estimated 38 people and displaced
some 150,000 others, low level violence continued
throughout 2007. In August, following the appointment
of the new government, violent incidents erupted
throughout the country leading to deaths and
destruction of property.

Police and security forces
The programme to rebuild the national police force,
including rigorous screening of all existing personnel,
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continued. By August, 1,200 police officers out of
3,000 had been given provisional certification.
Reports continued of human rights violations
committed by police and military personnel, including
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, arbitrary
arrests, excessive use of force and fatal shootings.
Allegations of excessive use of force and cruel and
degrading treatment by UNMIT police officers and
international security forces were also reported.

Internally displaced people

Around 100,000 people remained internally displaced
throughout the country as a result of the 2006 or
2007 events. They were in urgent need of adequate
food and shelter as well as water and sanitation
facilities.

Justice system — 2006 unrest
Investigations into criminal acts perpetrated by both
military and police officers during the 2006 events
made some progress and prosecutions were initiated.
The law on truth and clemency measures adopted in
June by Parliament was declared unconstitutional by
the court of appeal in August. If promulgated, there
were concerns that it could have undermined
investigations and prosecutions of the 2006 events.
Former Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri was cleared of
suspected involvement in illegal activities in relation to
the arming of civilian militia during the 2006 events.

Impunity

UNMIT re-established the Serious Crimes
Investigation Team to complete investigations into
outstanding cases from the events surrounding the
independence referendum of 1999 when serious
human rights violations were committed. However the
prosecution branch was not reinstated. Both the
Timorese and Indonesian governments resisted
further initiatives to bring to justice all perpetrators of
the 1999 crimes.

The Commission of Truth and Friendship (CTF),
established jointly by Indonesia and Timor-Leste to
document crimes committed in Timor-Leste in 1999
and to promote reconciliation, began its investigations
via public and closed hearing. In July, the UN
Secretary-General instructed UN officials not to testify
because the CTF could recommend amnesty for
serious crimes. National and international observers
expressed concerns about the CTF’s treatment of
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victims during hearings, and possible biased
weighting of the testimonies of military officials, militia
members and bureaucrats over victims’ testimonies.

T0GO

TOGOLESE REPUBLIC
Head of state:
Head of government:

Faure Gnassinghé
Komlan Mally (replaced
Yawovi Aghoyibo in December)

Death penalty: aholitionist in practice

Population: 6.5 million
Life expectancy: 57.8 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 136/119 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 53.2 per cent

Despite some reforms, freedom of expression
continued to be curtailed. Regular reports were
received that pre-trial detainees were tortured and
ill-treated. No steps were taken to address cases of
former victims who lodged complaints for past
human rights abuses.

Background

Legislative elections held in October were declared
free and fair by international observers, including
ECOWAS. The Constitutional Court announced that
the Rally of the Togolese People (Rassemblement du
peuple togolais, RPT) had won the majority of seats.
The opposition party, the Union of Forces for Change
(Union des forces pour le changement, UFC), which
took part in the legislative elections for the first time
since the beginning of the democratic process in
1990, challenged the results.

In February, Parliament passed a law on the status
of the Togolese armed forces. The law aimed to
guarantee that the army operate within the law and
that its role in the country be non-political but did not
address the accountability of security forces accused
of human rights violations. In April, the governments
of Ghana and Togo signed a tripartite agreement with
the UN refugee agency, UNHCR, on the voluntary
repatriation of Togolese refugees who had lived in
Ghana since 1992.
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Visit of the Special Rapporteur on torture
In April, the UN Special Rapporteur on torture visited
the country. While noting that the government had
taken some positive steps in the recent past, he
expressed concern that many people were detained
without clear legal basis for prolonged periods in
appalling conditions. He also noted that many
detainees held by the police and the gendarmerie had
been beaten by cord and wooden sticks in order to
extract confessions.

Freedom of expression

The High Authority for Audiovisual and
Communication (Haute autorité de I'audio visuelle)
continued to exert pressure on independent media
and journalists.

W |n January, Radio Victoire, a private FM radio, was
suspended for 15 days for alleged unprofessional
conduct. It appeared that this decision was taken after
the radio management refused to ban a journalist who
criticized the brother of the Head of State who was the
former president of the Togolese Confederation of
football.

W |n March, the authorities banned private radio Nana
FM journalist Daniel Lawson-Drackey, after he criticized
a government minister on air.

Impunity

A collective of more than 100 victims of human rights
abuses committed during the 2005 presidential
elections filed several complaints throughout the year.
Despite the fact that the Togolese authorities publicly
committed themselves to put an end to impunity, no
progress was known to have been made in the
examination of these complaints.
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TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Head of state: George Maxwell Richards

Head of government: Patrick Manning
Death penalty: retentionist
Population: 1.3 million
Life expectancy: 69.2 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 20/16 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 98.4 per cent

There were further reports of abuses by the police.
Impunity continued in cases of alleged killings by
police. Death sentences continued to be imposed,
but there were no executions.

Background

In November, the ruling People’s National Movement
was re-elected. Predicted widespread political violence
at election time did not materialize.

Despite receiving an official communication
requesting access to Trinidad and Tobago, the
authorities did not invite the UN Special Rapporteur
on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions to
visit the country.

There were a reported 388 homicides during the
year, a record high.

Police and security forces

A Parliamentary Joint Select Committee issued a
report in July which was highly critical of the police
service. The report highlighted the persistent failure
by police officers to appear in court as complainants
or witnesses, leading to many cases being
dismissed. The report noted a disturbingly high
number of disciplinary charges against officers and
the need to combat the increased levels of
indiscipline within the police service. The report also
spoke of a “serious lack of accountability from top to
bottom” in the force.

Killings

Several people were killed by the police. In most
cases the police claimed that the victims had been
killed in a “shoot-out”. These claims were disputed by
witnesses. Those responsible for such killings were
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rarely brought to justice; only 6 per cent of cases of
killings by the police had gone to trial since 1999.

B On 17 August, four men and a woman were killed by
police in the town of Wallerfield. The four men were
travelling in the same car when they were shot. Wendy
Courtney, a mother of five, was reportedly hit by a stray
bullet in her bedroom. The police officers claimed that
the men opened fire when they stopped the car to
search it. A police investigation was reportedly
continuing at the end of the year.

B Sheldon Des Vignes was shot dead by police on

9 November after he reportedly came to the aid of his
cousin who was being questioned by police officers in
Laventille. The police reportedly claimed that a man
who accompanied Sheldon Des Vignes had shot at
them forcing them to return fire. A police officer was
charged with his murder at the end of December.

Justice system

The Justice Protection Programme to protect
witnesses was widely criticized, with many witnesses
reportedly declining to give evidence at the last
moment because of threats.

B A 17-year-old state witness, Ishmael Sobers, was
fatally shot in the head by armed men near his house in
the St James neighbourhood of the capital Port-of-
Spain in September. He had been due to testify against
two men charged with a murder committed in
September 2005.

Death penalty

Several people were sentenced to death during the
year. In May, the Prime Minister stated publicly that
he wanted hangings resumed in Trinidad and Tobago
as he believed “capital punishment is an essential
element in crime fighting”. In November, Trinidad and
Tobago voted against the UN resolution calling for a
global moratorium on the death penalty.
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TUNISIA

REPUBLIC OF TUNISIA
Head of state:

Head of government:
Death penalty:

Zine EI “‘Abidine Ben ‘Ali
Mohamed Ghannouchi
aholitionist in practice

Population: 10.3 million
Life expectancy: 13.5 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 23/20 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 74.3 per cent

Tunisia’s good economic performance and positive
legal reforms enhanced its international reputation.
This masked, however, a darker reality in which legal
safeguards were often violated, political suspects
were tortured with impunity, and human rights
defenders were harassed. Freedom of expression and
association remained severely restricted. Many
people were sentenced to lengthy prison terms
following unfair trials on terrorism-related charges,
including before military courts, and hundreds of
others sentenced after unfair trials in previous years
remained in prison, some for over a decade. They
included possible prisoners of conscience.

Legal and institutional developments

In July, a decree amended the composition of the
Higher Committee for Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms, the body in charge of
receiving complaints about human rights violations.
The amendment increased representation but did not
include independent human rights organizations.

‘War on terror’

Abdellah al-Haijji and Lotfi Lagha, two of 12 Tunisians
held by the US authorities in Guantdnamo Bay, were
returned to Tunisia in June. They were arrested on
arrival and detained at the State Security Department
of the Interior Ministry, where they alleged they were
ill-treated and forced to sign statements. Abdellah al-
Haijji complained that he was deprived of sleep,
slapped in the face and threatened that his wife and
daughters would be raped. In October, Lotfi Lagha
was convicted of associating with a terrorist
organization operating abroad and sentenced to three
years’ imprisonment. Abdellah al-Hajji was retried
before a military court in Tunis after he challenged a
10-year prison sentence imposed when he was tried
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in his absence in 1995. In November, he was
convicted of “belonging in times of peace to a terrorist
organization operating abroad” and sentenced to
seven years’ imprisonment.

Nine Tunisians were returned by the Egyptian
authorities in January and March and reportedly
detained for up to several weeks for interrogation.
Most were released but at least two, Ayman Hkiri and
Adam Boukadida, remained in detention awaiting
trial. The nine had all been detained with other
foreign and Egyptian students in Egypt in November
2006 and reportedly tortured while being interrogated
about an alleged plot to recruit people in Egypt to fight
against the US-led coalition in Iraq.

Justice system
Trials of people facing terrorism-related charges,
some of which were held before military courts, were
frequently unfair and generally resulted in defendants
being sentenced to long prison terms. Those accused
included people arrested in Tunisia as well as
Tunisians forcibly returned by the authorities of other
states, including France, ltaly and the USA, despite
concerns that they would be at risk of torture. Often,
convictions rested exclusively on “confessions” made
in pre-trial detention that defendants retracted in
court, alleging that they had been obtained by torture.
Examining judges and courts routinely failed to
investigate such allegations.

At least 16 civilians were reported to have been
convicted and sentenced to prison terms of up to
11 years after trial before the military court in Tunis.
Most were convicted of having links to terrorist
organizations operating outside the country. Such
trials failed to satisfy international fair trial standards;
defendants’ right of appeal was restricted.
W |n November, 30 men stood trial before the Tunis
Court of First Instance in what was known as the
“Soliman Case”. They were charged with an array of
offences, including conspiracy to overthrow the
government, use of firearms and belonging to a terrorist
organization. All were arrested in December 2006 and
January 2007 in connection with an armed clash
between security forces and alleged members of the
Soldiers of Assad Ibn al-Fourat armed group. They
were detained well beyond the legal six-day limit of
garde a vue (pre-arraignment police custody), and
alleged that they were tortured or otherwise ill-treated.
Their lawyers asked both the examining judge and the
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trial court to order medical examinations for evidence
of torture, but their requests were denied. On

30 December, the court sentenced two of the
defendants to death, eight to life imprisonment and the
rest to prison terms ranging from five to 30 years.
Releases of political prisoners

In all, some 179 political prisoners were released, of
whom around 15 had reportedly been held in pre-trial
detention as suspected members of the Salafist
Group, an armed group allegedly linked to al-Qa’ida.
Most of the others had been imprisoned since the
early 1990s for membership of the banned Islamist
organization, Ennahda (Renaissance).

Torture and other ill-treatment

Torture and other ill-treatment by the security forces,
notably in the State Security Department, continued.
Detainees held incommunicado were especially at
risk. The security forces frequently breached the six-
day garde a vue limit and held detainees
incommunicado for up to several weeks. During such
detention, many alleged that they were tortured
including by beatings, suspension in contorted
positions, electric shocks, sleep deprivation, rape and
threats to rape female relatives. In virtually all cases,
the authorities failed to carry out investigations or
bring alleged perpetrators to justice.

B Mohamed Amine Jaziri, one of the co-defendants
in the Soliman Case (see above), was arrested on

24 December 2006 in Sidi Bouzid, south of Tunis,
and detained in secret first at the city’s police station
and then at the State Security Department in Tunis
until 22 January. His relatives made repeated
inquiries but the authorities denied holding him prior
to his release. He alleged that while detained
incommunicado he was beaten all over his body,
given electric shocks, suspended from the ceiling for
several hours, doused with cold water, deprived of
sleep and had a dirty hood placed over his head
during interrogation. In December, he was sentenced
to 30 years’ imprisonment.

Prison conditions

Many political prisoners reportedly suffered
discrimination and harsh treatment. Some went on
hunger strike to protest against ill-treatment by prison
guards, denial of medical care, interruption of family
visits and harsh conditions, including prolonged
solitary confinement.
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B Ousama Abbadi, Ramzi el Aifi, Oualid Layouni and
Mahdi Ben Elhaj Ali were allegedly punched, tied up
and kicked by prison guards at Mornaguia Prison in
October. Ousama Abbadi sustained a serious eye
injury and a deep, open leg wound and was in a
wheelchair, unable to stand, when seen by his lawyer.
Other inmates at Mornaguia Prison were reportedly
stripped naked by guards and dragged along a
corridor in front of prison cells. No investigation was
known to have taken place, despite complaints by the
prisoners’ lawyers.

Freedom of expression

The authorities severely restricted freedom of
expression. Hundreds of political prisoners
continued to serve sentences imposed on account of
their alleged involvement in peaceful opposition to
the government.

Press freedom

Editors and journalists pursued their professional
activities in a climate of intimidation and fear. Foreign
publications were censored and journalists who
criticized the government faced smear campaigns or
criminal prosecutions for libel. Journalists were
prevented, including by force, from attending and
reporting on events organized by independent human
rights organizations or at which the government would
be criticized.

B |n December, a court in Sakiet Ezzit (Sfax)
sentenced freelance journalist Slim Boukhdir to one
year’s imprisonment after an unfair trial. He was
charged with “insulting a public officer during the
performance of his duties”, “breaching public
morality” and “refusing to show his identity card”.
He was arrested on 26 November while on his way
from Sfax to Tunis following a summons to collect his
passport. Earlier in the year he had reported
receiving death threats following an interview he
gave to al-Hiwar (Dialogue), a UK-based TV channel,
in which he criticized members of President Ben
‘Ali’s family. The week before these threats he was
assaulted by police officers in plain clothes.

The authorities continued to block a number of
websites that carried political and other criticism of
the government on the grounds of “security” or
their “harmful” content. The websites of reputable
national and international human rights
organizations and newspapers were among
those affected.
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Religious freedom

Expression of religious belief was restricted. Women
were harassed for wearing the hijab (Islamic
headscarf). Some were made to remove their hijab
before being allowed into schools, universities or
workplaces, while others were forced to remove
them in the street. In May, women wearing the hijab
were prevented from attending the Tunis
International Book Fair. A number of women
reported that they were taken to police stations and
forced to sign a written commitment that they would
stop wearing the hijab; some of those who refused
were assaulted by police officers.

Human rights defenders

The authorities severely impeded the activities of
human rights organizations. Telephone lines and
internet connections were frequently disrupted or
diverted to hamper their communication with others
in Tunisia and abroad. Individual human rights
defenders were harassed and intimidated. Security
forces kept human rights defenders and their families
under constant close surveillance and in some cases
physically assaulted them.

B Raouf Ayadi, a lawyer and human rights defender,
was assaulted by a police officer in April as he was
about to enter a courtroom to represent a defendant
facing terrorism-related charges. In June, Raouf
Ayadi’s car was vandalized. In November, he was
insulted, thrown to the floor and dragged by police
officers seeking to prevent him from visiting a human
rights activistand a journalist who were on hunger
strike to protest against the authorities’ refusal to issue
them with passports. No action was taken by the
authorities against those responsible for the assaults on
Raouf Ayadi.

B | awyer and human rights defender Mohammed
Abbou was released in July after having served 28
months of a three-and-a-half-year prison sentence
imposed in April 2005 after an unfair trial. Following his
conditional release, he was prevented from leaving the
country to travel abroad on at least three occasions.

Death penalty
Three death sentences were handed down, reportedly
bringing the number of prisoners on death row to
more than 100, but there were no executions.

In March, the Minister of Justice and Human
Rights said that the government was not in favour of
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abolition. In June, a national Coalition against the
Death Penalty was formed by Tunisian human rights
organizations, including Amnesty International
Tunisia. In November, the Tunisian government
representative did not vote to oppose a UN resolution
calling for a worldwide moratorium on executions.

Amnesty International visits/report

= Amnesty International delegates visited Tunisia in June/July and
November/December and met human rights defenders, victims and their
relatives, government officials and representatives of EU governments.
&) Tunisia: human rights briefing for 20th anniversary of President Ben
Ali's rule (MDE 30/010/2007)

TURKEY

REPUBLIC OF TURKEY
Head of state: ~ Abdullah Giil (replaced Ahmet Necdet Sezer
in August)
Head of government: Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Death penalty: aholitionist for all crimes
Population: 75.2 million
Life expectancy: 11.4 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 47/37 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 87.4 per cent

In the wake of increased political uncertainty and
army interventions, nationalist sentiment and
violence increased. Freedom of expression continued
to be restricted. Allegations of torture and other ill-
treatment and the use of excessive force by law
enforcement officials persisted. Prosecutions for
violations of human rights were ineffective and
insufficient, and fair trial concerns persisted. The
rights of refugees and asylum-seekers were violated.
There was little progress in providing shelters for
victims of domestic violence.

Background

An atmosphere of intolerance prevailed following the
shooting in January of Turkish-Armenian journalist
Hrant Dink. From May onwards a marked escalation
in armed clashes between the Turkish armed forces
and the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) led to human
rights abuses. The military declared temporary
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security zones in three districts bordering Irag in June
and a further three districts in December.

The inability of parliament to elect a new president
resulted in early parliamentary elections in July. The
government was re-elected and in August parliament
elected Abdullah Gul as President. In September, the
government appointed a commission to draft major
constitutional amendments. In November, the
Constitutional Court began proceedings to ban the
pro-Kurdish Democratic Society Party (DTP).

Bomb attacks by unknown individuals or groups
on civilian targets killed and injured dozens of
people. In May and October, bombs exploded in
izmir, killing two people and injuring many others.
In May, a bomb in the Ulus district of Ankara killed
nine people and injured more than 100. In
September, an attack on a minibus in the province
of Sirnak caused multiple casualties.

In December, Turkish armed forces launched
military interventions in the predominantly Kurdish
northern Iraq, targeting PKK bases.

Freedom of expression

The peaceful expression of opinion continued to be
restricted in law and practice. Lawyers, journalists,
human rights defenders and others were harassed,
threatened, unjustly prosecuted and physically
attacked. An increased number of cases were
brought under Article 301 of the Penal Code, which
criminalizes “denigration of Turkishness”, despite
national and international opposition to the Article.
B On 19 January, journalist and human rights
defender Hrant Dink was shot dead. He had previously
been prosecuted under Article 301. The suspected
gunman allegedly stated that he shot Hrant Dink
because he “denigrated Turkishness”. An estimated
100,000 people attended Hrant Dink’s funeral in an
unprecedented display of solidarity. While a police
investigation into the murder resulted in a number of
suspects being brought to trial, the full culpability of
the security services was not examined. In October,
Hrant Dink’s son, Arat Dink, and Sarkis Seropyan,
respectively assistant editor and owner of the
Turkish-Armenian weekly Agos, were convicted
under Article 301 and each received a one-year
suspended sentence.

B |n April, two Turkish nationals and a German citizen
who all worked for a Christian publishing house in
Malatya were killed. The three reportedly had their
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hands and feet bound together and their throats cut.
The trial of people charged in connection with the
murders began in November.

Article 216 of the Penal Code, which criminalizes
“inciting enmity or hatred among the population”, was
applied in an arbitrary and overly restrictive manner.
W In November, lawyer Eren Keskin received a one-
year prison sentence for her use of the word
“Kurdistan”. The sentence was later commuted to a
fine of 3,300 liras (approximately US$2,800).

Prosecutions were also brought under Article 7(2)
of the anti-terrorism law that criminalizes “making
propaganda for a terrorist organization or for its aims”.
B |n November, Gulcihan Simsek, a DTP member and
mavyor of the city of Van, received a one-year prison
sentence for referring to PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan
as “Mr”.

Human rights defenders

Human rights defenders were prosecuted for their
peaceful activities.

B |n January, the bank accounts of Amnesty
International Turkey were frozen on the demand of
Istanbul Governor’s office on the grounds of alleged
“illegal fundraising” and in May an administrative
fine was imposed on the organization’s chairperson
for the same offence. Amnesty International Turkey
appealed, but both issues remained unresolved at
the end of the year.

W |n June, three people associated with the Human
Rights Association (IHD) were each sentenced to
two years and eight months in prison for criticizing
the “return to life” prison operation by state
authorities in 2000.

B Serpil Koksal, Murat Diinsen and ibrahim Kizartici
were prosecuted for taking part in a campaign
against compulsory military service. They were
acquitted in December.

B [stanbul Governor’s office applied to the courts for
the closure of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender people’s organization Lambda Istanbul on
the grounds that the name and objectives of the group
were against “law and morals”.

Impunity

Investigations into human rights violations perpetrated
by law enforcement officials remained flawed and
there were insufficient prosecutions. Official human
rights mechanisms remained ineffective. In June,
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parliament amended the Law on the Powers and
Duties of the Police, giving police further powers to
use lethal force by allowing them to shoot escaping
suspects if they ignore a warning to stop.

B |n April, all four police officers tried for killing
Ahmet Kaymaz and his 12-year-old son Ugur
outside their home were acquitted. The officers said
that the deaths were the result of an armed clash,
but forensic reports showed that both victims had
been shot at close range several times.

B The conviction was overturned of two military
police officers and an informer found guilty of the
2005 bombing of a bookshop in the south-east town
of Semdinli in which one person was killed and
others were injured. The retrial was heard by a
military court. At the first hearing in December, the
two military police officers were released to resume
their duties.

W In November, 10 police officers were found not
guilty of the torture of two women in Istanbul police
custody in 2002. The two women, “Y” and “C”,
reportedly suffered torture including beatings,
being stripped naked and then sprayed with cold
water from a high pressure hose, and attempted
rape. The verdicts followed a new medical report
requested by the defendants that did not show
“definite evidence that the crime of torture had
been committed”.

Unfair trials

Fair trial concerns persisted, especially for

those prosecuted under anti-terrorism laws. In
protracted trials, statements allegedly extracted
under torture were used as evidence.

W [n June, Mehmet Desde was imprisoned after
being convicted with seven others of supporting or
membership of an “illegal organization” because of
links to the Bolshevik Party (North Kurdistan/Turkey).
The Bolshevik Party has not used or advocated
violence and the connection between it and those
convicted was not proven. The conviction of Mehmet
Desde was based largely on statements allegedly
extracted under torture.

B Selahattin Okten spent the whole of 2007 in pre-
trial detention after his arrest on suspicion of taking
part in PKK activities. The charge was based on a
single witness statement that was allegedly
extracted under torture and was subsequently
retracted.
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Killings in disputed circumstances

Fatal shootings by the security forces continued to be
reported, with failure to obey a warning to stop usually
given as justification. However, incidents often
involved a disproportionate use of force by security
forces and some killings may have been extrajudicial
executions. In a number of instances, investigations
were compromised when evidence was lost by law
enforcement officials.

B |n August, Nigerian asylum-seeker Festus Okey died
after being shot in police custody in Istanbul. A crucial
piece of evidence, the shirt he wore on the day of the
shooting, was apparently lost by the police. A police
officer was charged with intentional killing.

B |n September, Bulent Karatas was shot dead by
military police in the Hozat province of Tunceli.
According to Riza Cigek, who was also seriously injured
in the incident, military police forced the pair to remove
their clothes before shots were fired. An investigation
was being conducted in secret.

Torture and other ill-treatment
Allegations of torture and other ill-treatment
continued, especially outside official places of
detention.
B |n June, Mustafa Kukce died after being detained in
several different police stations in Istanbul. Relatives
who identified his body said that it was apparent that he
had been tortured before his death. No case was
brought against police officers.
B Lawyer Muammer Oz was allegedly beaten by police
officers while drinking tea with family members in the
Moda district of Istanbul. An official medical report
failed to show that his nose had been broken in the
attack. Muammer Oz told Amnesty International that
police beat him with batons and their fists and told him
that they would never be punished. Two police officers
were prosecuted and were awaiting trial.

Members of the security forces continued to use
excessive force when policing demonstrations.
MW [n some of the Labour Day demonstrations on 1 May
in various parts of the country, police used batons and
tear gas against peaceful demonstrators. More than
800 people were detained in Istanbul alone, although
the total number of arrests was not known.

Prison conditions
Harsh and arbitrary punishments continued to be
reported in “F-type” prisons. A circular published in
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January granting greater rights to prisoners to associate
with one another remained largely unimplemented.
Some prisoners were held in solitary confinement and
small-group isolation. Widespread protests called for an
end to the solitary confinement of PKK leader Abdullah
Ocalan, and for an investigation into his treatment.

In May, the European Committee for the Prevention
of Torture (CPT) visited the prison island of Imrali
where Abdullah Ocalan remained imprisoned to
examine the conditions of his detention and his state
of health. The CPT findings had not been made
public by the end of the year.

Conscientious objectors

Conscientious objection to military service was not
recognized and no civilian alternative was available.

B Persistent conscientious objector Osman Murat Ulke
was again summoned to serve the remainder of his
prison sentence for failing to perform military service. In
seeking to punish him, Turkey remained in defiance of
the 2006 judgment of the European Court of Human
Rights in the Ulke case, which required Turkey to
implement legislation to prevent the continuous
prosecution of conscientious objectors.

Refugees and asylum-seekers

Refugees continued to be denied access to a fair and
effective national asylum system. The Turkish
authorities forcibly returned recognized refugees and
asylum-seekers to countries where they were at risk of
serious human rights violations, in violation of
international law.

M |n October, Ayoub Parniyani, recognized as a refugee
by UNHCR, his wife Aysha Khaeirzade and their son
Komas Parniyani, all Iranian nationals, were forcibly
returned to northern Irag. The action followed the
forcible return to Iraq in July of 135 Iragis who were
denied the right to seek asylum.

Violence against women

Laws and regulations to protect women victims of
domestic violence were inadequately implemented.
The number of shelters remained far below the
amount stipulated under the 2004 Law on
Municipalities, which required a shelter in all
settlements with a population of more than 50,000.
A telephone hotline for victims of domestic violence
ordered by the Prime Minister in July 2006 had not
been set up by the end of the year.
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Amnesty International visits/reports

#® Amnesty International delegates visited Turkey in May, July and
September.

(5] Turkey: Three dead in attack on freedom of expression and religion
(EUR 44/006/2007)

Turkey: The entrenched culture of impunity must end

(EUR 44/008/2007)

Turkey: Justice for Hrant Dink (EUR 44/012/2007)

TURKMENISTAN

TURKMENISTAN

Head of state and government: Kurbanguly

Berdymukhammedov
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes
Population: 5 million
Life expectancy: 62.6 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 104/85 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 98.8 per cent

While President Kurbanguly Berdymukhammedov
reversed some of his predecessor’s most severely
criticized decisions, reforms were very limited. There
was no fundamental improvement in human rights,
although, as in previous years, some prisoners were
released after intervention by the international
community. Dozens of people imprisoned following
unfair trials remained behind bars, many held
incommunicado. Politically motivated harassment,
detention and imprisonment were reported. The
authorities continued to deny that any human rights
violations took place in the country.

Background

Kurbanguly Berdymukhammedov was elected
President in February; he had been acting President
since President Saparmurad Niyazov's death in
December 2006. All six presidential candidates were
members of the Democratic Party of Turkmenistan,
the only registered party.

President Berdymukhammedov restored cuts in
the length of school and university education imposed
by his predecessor and reinstated pension payments
abolished in 2006. Several internet cafes opened
across the country, but were too expensive for most

Amnesty International Report 2008

people. Several websites critical of the authorities
remained blocked and the authorities closely
monitored internet use. Internal travel restrictions
were largely abolished but the system of registration
inherited from Soviet times (widely referred to by the
Russian word propiska) continued to make it
virtually impossible for citizens to live and find
employment in parts of the country other than where
they were registered.

In August the President established the
Interdepartmental Commission of Human Rights. It
was tasked with preparing reports to UN treaty bodies
(several of which were long overdue) and drafting a
National Human Rights Programme. The authorities
invited the UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of
religion or belief to visit Turkmenistan. Other UN
special procedures received no favourable responses
to similar requests.

Continuing his predecessor’s approach, President
Berdymukhammedov addressed fundamental
problems such as corruption and nepotism in
government agencies mainly through personnel
changes rather than fundamental reforms.

Politically motivated repression

There were reports of harassment, detention and
imprisonment of dissidents, independent journalists,
civil society activists and members of religious
minorities. The authorities prevented civil society
activists from communicating with international
delegations visiting Turkmenistan. Dissidents,
religious believers and their relatives were frequently
prevented from leaving the country.

B Ovezgeldy Ataev, who was dismissed from his post as
Speaker of Parliament shortly after the late President
died, was sentenced to four or five years’ imprisonment
in February. There were allegations that he was
targeted as part of a power struggle following the late
President’s death. According to the Constitution, the
Speaker of Parliament was the constitutionally
designated successor to the President.

W Vyacheslav Kalataevsky, a Baptist leader in the
Caspian port city of Turkmenbashi, was sentenced to
three years’ imprisonment in May for crossing the
border illegally in 2001. The charge was reportedly
brought to punish him for his religious activities. He was
pardoned in October but subsequently denied a
residence permit in Turkmenistan. Vyacheslav
Kalataevsky was born in the Turkmen Soviet Socialist
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Republic but obtained Ukrainian citizenship while in
Ukraine when the Soviet Union broke up. He had to
leave Turkmenistan in December, leaving behind his
parents, wife and children.

Prisoner releases

Some prisoners whose cases had been raised by the
international community were released or had their
suspended sentences cancelled in pardons in August
and October. They included: environmental activist
Andrei Zatoka; former Mufti Nasrullah ibn Ibadullah;
conscientious objectors Nuryagdy Gairov, Suleiman
Udaev and Aleksandr Zuev; and former director of the
Government Association Turkmenatlary (Turkmen
Horses) Geldy Kyarizov.

Prisoners held incommunicado

Dozens of prisoners continued to be denied all access
to families, lawyers and independent bodies including
the International Committee of the Red Cross.
Labelled as “enemies of the people” by the
authorities, they were sentenced following unfair trials
in connection with an alleged assassination attempt
on the late President in 2002. Many were allegedly
tortured following their arrests. According to non-
governmental sources, most were held in
Ovadan-depe prison, known for its particularly harsh
conditions. According to an unconfirmed report, since
2002 at least eight prisoners had died as a result of
torture, other ill-treatment, harsh prison conditions
and lack of appropriate medical treatment. Relatives
of several prisoners reportedly asked the new
government for permission to send parcels and letters
at least once a year, and asked for the names of those
who had died in prison. They received no written
reply but government officials reportedly told them
that their requests were denied.

Conscientious objectors

At least six Jehovah's Witnesses stood trial for refusing
to serve in the army on conscientious grounds. The
courts handed down sentences ranging from 18
months’ suspended to 18 months’ imprisonment. On
appeal the courts commuted the prison sentences to
suspended sentences. Three of the men were pardoned
in October. However, two others, Bayram Ashirgeldiev
and Begench Shakhmuradov, whose sentences had
been suspended, had restrictions imposed on their
movements and the authorities refused to issue them
with a document necessary to find employment.
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B Begench Shakhmuradov was called up for military
service in May and in September received a
suspended two-year prison sentence from a court in
Ashgabat for “evasion of call-up to military service”.
He had already served a prison term on the same
charge in 2005. While in detention he reportedly
contracted tuberculosis.

Institutional developments

On 19 February President Berdymukhammedov
established the State Commission to review citizens’
complaints regarding the activities of law enforcement
agencies. He became its chairman. There was a lack
of transparency in establishing the Commission, in
publishing its rules and procedures, and in reporting
on its work. In some cases the Commission passed on
complaints to the government agency which was the
subject of the complaint. Complainants received
replies stating that the complaints were unfounded,
but giving no further information.

B Ruslan Tukhbatullin complained to the Commission
about being dismissed from the army in 2005. He was
allegedly dismissed to put pressure on his brother,
Farid Tukhbatullin, director of the NGO Turkmenistan
Initiative for Human Rights, who has lived in exile since
2003. Ruslan Tukhbatullin received a reply from the
Ministry of Defence, the agency that had dismissed
him, stating that the dismissal had not been a violation
of his rights.

Amnesty International reports

Turkmenistan: Victims need justice now! A compilation of cases

(EUR 61/004/2007)

[ Europe and Central Asia: Summary of Amnesty International’s concerns
inthe region, January-June 2007 (EUR 01/010/2007)
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UGANDA

REPUBLIC OF UGANDA
Head of state and government:
Death penalty:

Yoweri Kaguta Museveni
retentionist

Population: 30.9 million
Life expectancy: 49.7 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 135/121 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 66.8 per cent

Peace talks continued between the government
and the armed group, the Lord’s Resistance Army
(LRA), aimed at ending the 20-year conflict in
northern Uganda. The talks reportedly focused on
withdrawal of the International Criminal Court’s
arrest warrants for four senior LRA leaders. A
ceasefire agreed in 2006 was extended. The
independence of the judiciary was threatened and
attacks on freedom of expression and press
freedom continued. Violence against women and
girls remained widespread. Reports of torture by
state security agents persisted.

Trial of Kizza Besigye

The trial of opposition leader Dr Kizza Besigye and
six others accused of treason remained pending in
the High Court in Kampala. On 1 March, the six co-
accused still detained were released on bail by
order of a court, but government security personnel
invaded the court premises and rearrested them.
The defendants, one defence lawyer and a
journalist were reported to have been ill-treated by
the security personnel. The defence lawyer
subsequently required medical treatment. The
armed raid on the court provoked national and
international outcry. Following the raid, the judiciary
suspended its work and lawyers went on strike. The
President issued a public apology to the judiciary
and promised an investigation into the incident. By
the end of the year, the process and results of this
investigation had not been made public.

After their re-arrest the six defendants were
charged in two upcountry courts with new charges
of murder. All six were later granted bail on the
murder charges. By the end of 2007, three of the
defendants remained in detention after failing to
meet the bail conditions and three others had
been released.
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Armed conflict
Peace talks between the government and the LRA
continued in southern Sudan. Both parties agreed to
extend the cessation of hostilities in April, and in May
both signed a document entitled Comprehensive
Solutions to the Northern Uganda Conflict. On 29 June,
the parties signed an agreement on “reconciliation and
accountability”, an agreement purportedly establishing
a framework to address crimes committed during the
conflict in northern Uganda. Negotiations reportedly
focused on bringing about the withdrawal of the
International Criminal Court’s (ICC) arrest warrants for
four senior LRA leaders — Joseph Kony, Vincent Otti,
Okot Odhiambo and Dominic Ongwen — by setting up
alternative national processes. In 2005, the ICC
charged the men with crimes against humanity and
war crimes. Rumours persisted that Vincent Otti, one of
the LRA leaders charged with crimes against humanity
and war crimes, had been killed by the LRA in October
following an alleged disagreement with Joseph Kony.
By the end of 2007, both parties had reportedly
engaged in consultations with victims of the conflict, as
stipulated in the agreement. The outcome of this
consultation exercise had not yet been made public.
Speculation over the future of the peace process
continued but the government stated that the peace
process was still on course.

Freedom of expression

Attacks on freedom of expression and press freedom
continued. Some journalists faced criminal charges
because of their work.

W |n October, a private radio station, Life FM, in south-
west Uganda went off air for several days following an
attack by unknown armed assailants who poured acid on
the station’s transmitters. The attack was thought to be
linked to the airing of a radio programme critical of the
delivery of public services by the local government. No
one was apparently prosecuted for this crime.

W |n October, three journalists working for The Monitor
newspaper were charged with sedition in relation to a
story alleging that soldiers were secretly trained as
policemen in order to try and bring the police force under
military control.

W |In November, two journalists from The Monitor
newspaper were charged with criminal libel over a story
alleging that the Inspector General of Government had
been taken back onto the government payroll after
retirement, in breach of the public service regulations.
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Accountability

The government started investigations into corruption
allegations regarding the mismanagement of the
Global Fund against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria in Uganda. Following these investigations, a
former Health Minister and his two former deputies
were referred to the police for further investigations.
In May, the former minister, his two former deputies
and one government official were charged with
embezzlement and abuse of office.

Refugees and asylum-seekers

In July, the government of Uganda signed a Tripartite
Agreement with the government of Rwanda and
UNHCR, in preparation for the repatriation of
Rwandese asylum-seekers and refugees living in
Uganda. On 3 October, about 3,000 refugees and
asylum-seekers were returned to Rwanda from
Uganda. Ugandan government officials stated that
this process was voluntary and that UNHCR was
informed of the process. The Rwandan Minister for
Local Government reportedly stated that the 3,000
people did not have refugee status and were not
seeking asylum in Uganda. However, many
individuals complained that they were forcibly
returned and were not given the opportunity to seek
asylum in a fair and effective process. They claimed
that they feared for their lives and security in their
country of origin. At the end of the year there were
also fears that Burundian refugees and asylum-
seekers would be forcibly returned.

Internally displaced people

As of May 2007, an estimated 1.6 million people
remained displaced in camps throughout northern
Uganda. In the Acholi sub-region, the area most
affected by the conflict in northern Uganda, UNHCR
estimated in September that nearly 63 per cent of the
1.1 million internally displaced people (IDPs) in 2005
were still living in their original IDP camps. As of May,
the UNHCR estimated that just over 7,000 people
had returned permanently to their places of origin in
the Acholi sub-region.

Torture and other ill-treatment

Reports of torture and other ill-treatment committed
by the police force and state security services
persisted. In particular, the Rapid Response Unit
(RRU), formerly the Violent Crimes Crack Unit
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(VCCU), was criticized by organizations including the
Uganda Human Rights Commission for numerous
incidents of torture and other ill-treatment, and for
prolonged and arbitrary detention of suspects. By the
end of the year, there was no government response to
calls for investigations into these allegations of torture
and other ill-treatment.

B |n August, members of the RRU arrested 41
individuals, including Ugandans and foreign nationals,
in an operation ahead of the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting held in Kampala in November.
During the arrest, police officers beat some of the
detainees with batons and rifles butts, breaking one
person’s arm. The 41 were held in incommunicado
detention for five days, with 23 individuals held
togetherina3m x3m cell.

W On 29 October, police in Apac district arrested and
detained about 30 people and allegedly tortured at
least 22 of them while questioning them over an alleged
theft of cattle. Up to 20 police officers took turns to beat
the detainees using sticks while questioning them. Four
of the men suffered serious injury during the beating,
one of whom was beaten until his trousers were torn
and soaked with blood.

B |n November, Hassan Nkalubo, a resident of Mbale
district, was allegedly detained and tortured by the
RRU based in Mbale. He was accused of illegal
possession of an AK 47 rifle, and was critically ill as a
result of his treatment.

Violence against women

An official government study published in August
confirmed a high prevalence of violence against
women, including rape and domestic violence,
throughout the country. In northern Uganda, despite
the cessation of hostilities in 2006, women and girls
continued to face violence by government soldiers,
LRA rebels who returned to their communities, law
enforcement officials and members of their families
and communities. The weak and ineffective justice
system left female victims of sexual and gender-based
violence traumatized and without any recourse to
justice, legal, medical and psychological support.

Discrimination — leshian, gay, bisexual and
transgender people

Abuses against lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
(LGBT) people continued. Homosexuality remained a
criminal offence. Following a high-profile media
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campaign by local LGBT organizations in August,
government officials, the media, church groups and
other groups, including teachers, condemned LGBT
people and called for them to be arrested.

W |n September, The Red Peppernewspaper published
alist of people it asserted were gay and lesbian and
published their workplaces and home addresses. Some
of the individuals on the list subsequently complained of
harassment and discrimination.

Death penalty

Civilian courts continued to impose the death penalty
for capital offences. No executions following
convictions by a civilian court have been carried out
since 1999. In September the Prisons Services
reported that at least 520 inmates were on death row
in Uganda. Military courts continued to hand down
death sentences and order executions of soldiers in
the Uganda Peoples’ Defence Forces (UPDF). The
exact number of soldiers put to death under military
law remained unclear.

B On 20 September, a UPDF soldier, Corporal
Geoffrey Apamuko, was sentenced to death by
hanging for murder.

In October, the government’s Internal Affairs
Minister, Dr Ruhukana Rugunda, ruled out the
imposition of the death penalty for LRA leaders if they
were tried in Ugandan courts for crimes committed
during the conflict in northern Uganda.

Amnesty International visits/reports

# Amnesty International delegates visited northern Uganda and Kampala
inMay and August.

=) Uganda: Doubly Traumatised — The lack of access to justice by female
victims of sexual and gender-based violence in northern Uganda

(AFR 59/005/2007)

5 Uganda: Justice system fails victims of sexual violence

(AFR 59/011/2007)

Uganda: Detainees tortured during incommunicado detention

(AFR 59/006/2007)

Uganda: Proposed national framework to address impunity does not
remove government’s obligation to arrest and surrender LRA leaders to the
International Criminal Court (AFR 59/002/2007)
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UKRAINE

UKRAINE

Head of state: Viktor Yushchenko

Head of government: Yulia Tymoshenko
(replaced Viktor Yanukovych in December)

Death penalty: aholitionist for all crimes

Population: 45.5 million
Life expectancy: 67.7 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 19/14 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 99.4 per cent

Perpetrators of torture or other ill-treatment
enjoyed impunity. Refugees and asylum-seekers
continued to be at risk of enforced return, and
foreigners and members of ethnic minorities were
subject to racist attacks and harassment.
Measures taken to combat people trafficking and
domestic violence were inadequate.

Background

A political crisis escalated in May as a result of

a power struggle between the President, Viktor
Yushchenko, and the Prime Minister, Viktor
Yanukovych. On 2 April, Viktor Yushchenko issued a
decree dissolving parliament and calling for early
parliamentary elections. Parliament contested the
legality of the decree and it was referred to the
Constitutional Court. After a power struggle during
which both sides fought over control of key
government offices, a decision was reached to hold
parliamentary elections in May, which were
subsequently postponed to 30 September.

The elections strengthened the position of the
coalition of parties led by Viktor Yushchenko and Yulia
Tymoshenko, the original leaders of the so-called
“orange revolution”, when mass public protests in
2004 and 2005 against electoral fraud in the
presidential elections led to a re-vote and victory for
Viktor Yushchenko.

Torture and other ill-treatment

Torture and other ill-treatment in police detention
continued to be widely reported. In May, the UN
Committee against Torture (CAT) considered
Ukraine’s fifth periodic report on the
implementation of the Convention against Torture.
The CAT expressed concern about the impunity
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enjoyed by law enforcement officers for acts of
torture; the failure of the Prosecutor General’s
Office to conduct prompt, impartial and effective
investigations into complaints of torture; and the
use of confessions as principal evidence for
prosecutions.

In June, the European Committee for the
Prevention of Torture (CPT) published the report of its
visit to Ukraine in October 2005. The CPT found that
there had been a “slight reduction as regards the
scale of the phenomenon of ill-treatment”, but that
persons detained by the police still ran a “significant
risk” of being subjected to ill-treatment, and even
torture, particularly during interrogation. The CPT
drew attention to the misuse of the Administrative
Code to bring people into police custody for
questioning about criminal offences, the fact that
judges often failed to react to allegations of ill-
treatment, and that forensic reports in cases of
allegations of ill-treatment could only be provided with
authorization from the police.

M Edvard Furman was reportedly tortured at the
offices of the Ukrainian State Security Services (SBU)
in Dnipropetrovsk. He was arrested on 11 April and
police investigators allegedly beat him, pressed their
fingers into his eye sockets and applied electric
shocks to his testicles to try and force him to confess
to having shot and killed three people in a jeep in
Dnipropetrovsk in March. Several other people were
also detained in connection with the same crime.
Edvard Furman’s family was allegedly not informed of
his arrest, and did not discover his whereabouts until
24 April. Police investigators reportedly forced him to
renounce his lawyer and to accept a lawyer
appointed by them. However, in October Edvard
Furman was granted the right to see the lawyer he
initially appointed. Reportedly, no medical
examinations were carried out despite the fact that
Edvard Furman complained to a judge that he had
been subjected to torture and ill-treatment. The
Prosecutor General’s Office refused to open an
investigation into the allegations.

Refugees and asylum-seekers

In a position paper published in October, the UNHCR,
the refugee agency, advised states against returning
third country asylum-seekers to Ukraine because of
the risk that such people would be refused
readmission; may not have access to a fair and

310

efficient refugee status determination procedure or be
treated in accordance with international refugee
standards; or may face the risk of being returned to
countries where they could face serious human rights
violations. In its consideration of Ukraine’s fifth
periodic report, the CAT expressed concern that
people were being returned by Ukraine to states
where they would be in danger of being subjected to
torture. Refugees and asylum-seekers were exposed
to xenophobia.

W | ema Susarov, a Chechen refugee, was arrested on
16 June by officers of the SBU following an extradition
request from Russia. On 27 July the Prosecutor
General’s Office ordered his extradition. Lema
Susarov’s lawyer unsuccessfully appealed against the
decision to detain him. An appeal against the
extradition order was pending at the Kyiv Administrative
Court. Lema Susarov registered as an asylum-seeker
with the Kyiv City Migration Service on 8 August,
because he feared being subjected to torture and other
severe human rights violations if he returned to Russia.

Racism
In November, the UN Committee on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights considered Ukraine’s fifth
periodic report on its implementation of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights. The Committee expressed concern
about “reports of police abuse and denial of effective
protection against acts of discrimination and violence
against ethnic and religious minorities especially
Roma, Crimean Tatars, Asian and African asylum-
seekers as well as Muslims and Jews”.
Asylum-seekers and foreigners living in Ukraine
often suffered racist attacks by members of the public
and were subjected to racist treatment at the hands of
the police, including disproportionately frequent
document checks. Two Bangladeshis, a Georgian, a
Korean and an Iraqi asylum-seeker died in the course
of the year as a result of violent attacks. There were
no statistics for the number of racist crimes, and most
racist attacks were classified by the police as
hooliganism. In meetings with Amnesty International
in September, representatives of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs and the SBU denied the existence of
racism in Ukraine.
W One refugee from the Democratic Republic of the
Congo told Amnesty International that she had frequently
been subjected to racist abuse from members of the
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public and racist treatment by the police. In June, she
was approached by a policeman in a drunken state
outside her apartment block. He asked to see her
documents, queried her registration, and invited herto a
café. When she refused, he asked for sex, and tried to
force her to go with him. She was bruised and scratched
in the ensuing struggle. When she tried to report the
incident to the local police station no one would take her
statement and the same policeman who had assaulted
her offered to accompany her home. She reported the
incident at a different police station, and a criminal
investigation was started. At the trial, the policeman
denied the allegations and was acquitted. In a previous
incident when police officers had detained her to check
her documents they reportedly forced her to undress,
calling other officers “to come and see whata monkey’s
body looks like”.

B The trial against three people accused of the murder
of a Nigerian, Kunuon Mievi Godi, in Kyiv in October
2006 was ongoing at the end of the year. One is
charged with murder and the other two with “violation
of citizens’ equality based on their race”.

Violence against women

In February, the Ukrainian parliament held the first
discussion of a new draft law “On amendments to
some legislative acts of Ukraine (concerning
improving the legislation of Ukraine to counteract
violence in the family)”, and recommended further
changes. The proposed amendments to the Law on
the Prevention of Violence in the Family and other
relevant articles of the Administrative Code were
broadly in line with the recommendations made by
Amnesty International in 2006, but did not ensure
adequate short-term and long-term alternative
housing for victims of domestic violence. By the end
of the year the amended legislation had not

been approved.

In March, the Cabinet of Ministers adopted the
National Anti-Trafficking in Persons Programme
covering the period up to 2010. According to an anti-
trafficking NGO, the Programme did not include
sufficient indicators to measure its effectiveness and
was not given enough funding. The US State
Department’s Trafficking in Persons Report, published
in June, highlighted the “failure of Ukraine to provide
evidence of increasing efforts to combat trafficking in
persons over the last year, particularly in the area of
punishing convicted traffickers”. The report stated
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that many traffickers received probation rather than
prison sentences; government officials were involved
in trafficking; and victims were not given sufficient
protection and rehabilitation services, including
witness protection.

Impunity

The trial against three police officers charged with
murdering the investigative journalist, Georgiy
Gongadze, in September 2000 continued. On

16 February, President Yushchenko awarded former
Prosecutor General, Mykhailo Potebenko, the Order of
Prince Yaroslav the Wise for his contribution to the
building of a law-abiding state. Mykhailo Potebenko
was Prosecutor General at the time of Georgiy
Gongadze's murder. In its 2005 decision, the
European Court of Human Rights found that the
Prosecutor General’s Office had ignored repeated
requests for assistance from Georgly Gongadze in the
weeks before his death, when he reported being
followed by state law enforcement officials, and
termed its response “blatantly negligent”. Following
the recovery of Georgily Gongadze's decapitated body,
the European Court stated, “The State authorities
were more preoccupied with proving the lack of
involvement of high-level State officials in the case
than discovering the truth about the circumstances of
[his] disappearance and death.”

Amnesty International visit/reports

& AnAmnesty International delegate visited Ukraine in September.

£ Briefing for the Committee against Torture on Ukraine

(EUR 50/001/2007)

£l Europe and Central Asia: Summary of concerns in the region, January—
June 2007 (EUR 01/010/2007)
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Population: 4.8 million
Life expectancy: 18.3 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 9/8 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 88.7 per cent

Two men were detained incommunicado for long
periods during which they alleged they were tortured;
one was later sentenced to a prison term after an
unfair trial. Scores of teachers suspected of Islamist
views were transferred to other state jobs. Courts
sentenced journalists and internet owners and
writers to prison terms on defamation charges. At
least one sentence of flogging and two death
sentences were passed.

Incommunicado detention and torture
In February, ‘Abdullah Sultan al-Subaihat was
arrested by Amn al-Dawla (State Security) officers in
the Emirate of ‘Ajman. He remained held
incommunicado at an undisclosed location until
June when he appeared before the Federal Supreme
Court in Abu Dhabi on charges of “obtaining secret
information on state security”. The court, whose
verdicts cannot be appealed, sentenced him to three
years' imprisonment in September. During the trial,
whose sessions were held in secret, ‘Abdullah Sultan
al-Subaihat alleged that he had been tortured while
detained by Amn al-Dawla by being beaten with a
hosepipe, deprived of sleep, forced to hold a chair
above his head for prolonged periods and
threatened with sexual assault. The court failed to
order any investigation into these allegations.
‘Abdullah Sultan al-Subaihat had previously been
detained with two others in August 2005; all three
were held incommunicado and for undisclosed
reasons until October 2005, when they were
released uncharged.

Pakistan national Rashed Mahmood was detained
in the Emirate of ‘Ajman in June and held
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incommunicado for more than three months. He was
released without charge in September and expelled
to Pakistan. He was reported to have been severely
beaten during the first two weeks of detention.

A Sudanese national who was arrested and
detained for two days without explanation after he
arrived in the UAE in September subsequently went
missing, raising fears that he was the victim of an
enforced disappearance. Al-Sadig Sedig Adam
Abdalla was still missing at the end of the year.

Freedom of expression

A court in Ras al-Khaimah sentenced Mohammed
Rashed al-Shehhi, the owner of an internet website
(majan.net), to one-year’s imprisonment and a fine
in August for defaming a local official. The court
ordered the website to be closed. In September,
Mohammed Rashed al-Shehhi received a five-month
prison sentence and a fine in a second defamation
case involving another local official. He was released
on bail at the end of September and in November
his two prison sentences, totalling 17 months, were
overturned by an appeal court after the officials who
he was alleged to have defamed withdrew their
complaints. In November, Mohammed Rashed al-
Shehhi received a one-year suspended prison
sentence after he was convicted in a third
defamation case.

In September, after two journalists working for the
Khaleej Times were sentenced to two-month prison
terms for defamation, Shaikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al-Maktoum, Vice-President, Prime Minister
and Ruler of Dubai, decreed that no journalist
should receive a prison sentence for press-related
offences. He also urged for the enactment of a new
press and publications law.

In November, in an administrative measure widely
seen as punitive, the UAE authorities moved more
than 80 teachers to other state jobs apparently
because they were suspected of holding
Islamist views.

Cruel, inhuman and degrading
punishment

A court in al-‘Ain convicted an unnamed teenage girl
to 60 lashes for having “illicit sex” with a man when
she was 14. The sentence was upheld on appeal in
June. It was not known if the sentence was

carried out.
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Migrant workers

A draft labour law intended to streamline
employment practices was issued in February. It
provided for the punishment of striking workers, but
not for the right to organize, bargain collectively or
strike. The draft excluded domestic workers, who
do not formally have the right to a weekly day of
rest, limits on hours of work, paid holidays or forms
of compensation, as well as farmers, public sector
workers and private security staff.

In August and October, hundreds of construction
workers went on strike in Dubai to protest against low
salaries and poor housing conditions, including a lack
of safe water supplies. By the end of the year, their
demands had not been met.

International human rights bodies

The government failed to respond to UN human
rights bodies in respect to requests for access and on
individual cases raised in 2006. Citing concerns
about trafficking for the purposes of forced labour, in
May the Special Rapporteur on the trafficking in
persons reiterated a previously unmet request to visit
the UAE. In March the Special Rapporteur on the
human rights of migrants expressed “his interest in
receiving a reply” on cases of abuses against migrant
workers in previous years. The Special Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions
reported in March that the UAE government had not
responded to concerns from 2006 on death penalty
safeguards.

UN Special Rapporteurs, including those
responsible for human rights defenders, violence
against women, the independence of judges and
lawyers, and freedom of expression, all reported that
the government failed to reply to concerns raised by
their offices.

Death penalty

At least two people were sentenced to death for
murder. In November the UAE government voted not
to oppose a UN resolution calling for a worldwide
moratorium on executions.
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UNITED KINGDOM

UNITED KINGDOM
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Head of state: Queen Elizabeth 11

Gordon Brown

(replaced Tony Blair in June)
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60 million

19 years
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Head of government:

Death penalty:
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Life expectancy:
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The UK continued to attempt to return individuals to
states where they would face a real risk of grave
human rights violations on the strength of
unenforceable “diplomatic assurances”. Secrecy in
the implementation of counter-terrorism measures
led to unfair judicial proceedings. There were
continued failures of accountability for past
violations, including in relation to alleged state
collusion in killings in Northern Ireland. The
government sought to limit the extraterritorial
application of human rights protection, in particular
in relation to the acts of its armed forces in Iraq.
Women who were subject to immigration control and
had experienced violence in the UK, including
domestic violence and trafficking, were unable to
access the support they needed. Rejected asylum-
seekers continued to be forced into destitution.

‘War on terror’

Control orders

As of December there were 14 “control orders” in
force, under powers in the Prevention of Terrorism Act
2005 (PTA).

B |n October the UK’s highest court, the Appellate
Committee of the House of Lords (the Law Lords), ruled
on four test cases concerning the system of control
orders. The Law Lords confirmed, among other things,
that the 18-hour curfew which the Home Secretary had
attempted to impose on one group of individuals
amounted to a deprivation of liberty beyond what the
law allowed. The Law Lords ordered the High Court to
reconsider the fairness of the hearing which two
individuals received when challenging the control
orders served on them. The substance of the
allegations against these two men had been withheld
from them and from their lawyers of choice.
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B |n January an individual was convicted of a breach of
control order obligations, the first conviction for an
offence under the PTA, and was sentenced to five
months’ imprisonment.

Deportations with assurances

The UK authorities continued to seek to deport people
whom they asserted posed a threat to the UK’s national
security, despite substantial grounds for believing that
the people concerned would face a real risk of grave
human rights violations if returned to their countries of
origin. The authorities continued to maintain that
diplomatic assurances received from the countries to
which they were seeking to deport these individuals
were sufficient to protect them from that risk, despite
those assurances being unenforceable in any court.
Proceedings by which these deportations could be
challenged, in the Special Immigration Appeals
Commission (SIAC), were unfair, in particular because
of their reliance on secret material undisclosed to the
appellants or to their lawyers of choice.

During the year eight individuals whom the UK had
sought to deport to Algeria on grounds of national
security waived their right to continue to appeal
against their deportation, and were returned.

B |n January, two Algerian men — Reda Dendani,
referred to in legal proceedings as Q, and another man
referred to in legal proceedings as H —were deported
from the UK to Algeria. Before deportation, both men
had reportedly been given verbal assurances by the
Algerian authorities that they were not wanted in
Algeria. Both were arrested and detained following their
return, and charged with “participation in a terrorist
network operating abroad”. According to reports, both
H and Reda Dendani were convicted in November, and
sentenced to three and eight years’ imprisonment
respectively.

W |n May, Moloud Sihali, an Algerian, won his appeal
against deportation on national security grounds. The
SIAC ruled that he was not a threat to national security.
W [n July, the Court of Appeal ruled on the appeals of
three Algerians against the decisions of the SIAC
upholding the orders for their deportation on national
security grounds. The three were Mustapha Taleb,
referred to in legal proceedings as Y; a man referred to
as U; and another referred to as BB. The Court of
Appeal ruled that the SIAC should reconsider all three
cases. In the cases of BB and U the Court of Appeal
reached this conclusion on grounds that were not
disclosed to the individuals, their lawyers of choice or
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the public. In November the SIAC reaffirmed its earlier
decision that all three could safely and lawfully be
returned to Algeria.

B |n February, the SIAC dismissed the appeal of Omar
Mahmoud Mohammed Othman, also known as Abu
Qatada, against his deportation on national security
grounds to Jordan. The SIAC concluded that the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) which the UK
concluded with Jordan in 2005 would ensure his safety
in Jordan. Atthe end of the year an appeal against this
decision was pending.

B |n April, the SIAC blocked the attempt to deport two
Libyan nationals —referred to in legal proceedings as
DD and AS —to their country of origin on national
security grounds. The SIAC concluded that,
notwithstanding the assurances given in an MoU
between the UK and Libya, there was a real risk that
upon return to Libya DD and AS would be tried in
proceedings that would amount to a “complete” denial
of a fair trial, and would be sentenced to death.
Guantanamo detainees with UK links

In April, Bisher Al Rawi, a former UK resident, was
returned to the UK after more than four years in US
military custody at Guantdnamo Bay.

In August the UK authorities wrote to their US
counterparts to request the release from Guantanamo
Bay and return to the UK of former UK residents
Jamil El Banna, Omar Deghayes, Shaker Aamer,
Binyam Mohammed and Abdennour Sameur. No
request was made on behalf of a sixth former
resident, Ahmed Belbacha, an Algerian who had
reportedly been cleared for release and would face a
real risk of secret detention, which would put him at
risk of torture or other ill-treatment, if returned
to Algeria.

In December, Jamil El Banna, Omar Deghayes and
Abdennour Sameur were returned to the UK. All three
were detained on arrival. Abdennour Sameur was
released without charge. Jamil El Banna and Omar
Deghayes were released on bail, pending a full
hearing of a request for their extradition to Spain to
stand trial there.

At the end of the year Binyam Mohammed, Shaker
Aamer and Ahmed Belbacha remained in
Guantanamo Bay.

Renditions

In July the Intelligence and Security Committee (ISC)
published a report on the UK'’s alleged involvement in
the US-led programme of renditions. The report made
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limited criticisms of the UK authorities, including of
the failure to keep “proper searchable records” of
requests to conduct rendition operations through UK
airspace, but concluded that there was “no evidence”
that the UK had been complicit in “extraordinary
renditions” as the ISC defined that term.

The ISC reports directly to the Prime Minister, who
decides whether to place its reports before
Parliament. Amnesty International considered it
insufficiently independent of the executive to
conduct the necessary independent and impartial
investigation into allegations of UK involvement in
renditions.

Reports continued to emerge suggesting that UK
territory, including the island of Diego Garcia, may
have been used by aeroplanes involved in rendition
flights. The UK authorities told Amnesty
International that the UK “does not routinely keep
records of flights in and out of Diego Garcia”, but
that they were “satisfied with [the] assurance” given
by the US that they “do not use Diego Garcia for
any rendition operations”.

UK armed forces in Iraq

The government continued to seek to limit the
application of its human rights obligations outside
UK territory, in particular in relation to the acts of
its armed forces in Iraq.

W |n March, the court martial of seven UK military
personnel concluded. They were charged in relation
to the torture and death in September 2003 of Baha
Mousa, and the treatment of a number of other Iraqi
civilians arrested and detained at a UK military base
in Basra at around the same time as him. One
defendant pleaded guilty to a charge of inhumane
treatment, a war crime. He was acquitted of the
other charges against him. Six others were acquitted
of all charges.

The judge noted that hooding detainees, keeping
them in stress positions and depriving them of
sleep had become “standard operating procedure”
within the battalion responsible for detaining
the men.

W |n June, the Law Lords ruled on six cases brought
under the name Al Skeini, concerning the deaths of
six Iraqi civilians. Five of the six were shot and fatally
wounded, in disputed circumstances, in the course
of operations carried out by UK armed forces; the
sixth was Baha Mousa.
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The Law Lords ruled that the first five individuals
were not within the UK'’s jurisdiction at the time of
their deaths, and that the UK'’s obligations under the
European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) were
therefore not applicable to them. They ruled that
Baha Mousa had come within the UK'’s jurisdiction,
albeit only from the moment of his arrival at the UK-
run detention facility, rather than the time of his
arrest. The Law Lords directed that Baha Mousa’s
case should return to a lower court, for it to determine
whether there had been a violation of the rights to life
and to freedom from torture. By the end of the year
these judicial proceedings had not resumed.

W |n December the Law Lords ruled on a challenge to
the detention without charge or trial for more than
three years of Hilal Al-Jedda, one of approximately 75
“security internees” held by UK forces in Irag. They
ruled that Hilal Al-Jedda was within the UK's
jurisdiction, since his detention was legally
attributable to the UK, not (as the UK had argued) to
the UN. However they held that UN Security Council
Resolution 1546 effectively allowed the UK to intern
people in Iraq, notwithstanding that to do so would
otherwise have been incompatible with the UK’s
obligations under the ECHR.

Police shootings and deaths in custody

B |n November a jury convicted the Office of the
Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police of an
offence under health and safety legislation in relation
to the policing operation which led to the fatal
shooting of Jean Charles de Menezes in July 2005.

Following the verdict, the Independent Police
Complaints Commission (IPCC) published its report
into the shooting. The IPCC reiterated concern at
the attempt made by the police to prevent the IPCC
from carrying out from the outset the investigation
into the shooting.

In December a hearing opened to consider whether
the coroner’s inquest into the death, which had been
adjourned pending completion of the criminal
prosecution, should resume. The IPCC announced
that four police officers involved in the operation
would face no disciplinary charges.

Updates

M [n June, the Court of Appeal upheld the 2004 verdict
of an inquest jury that police officers who fatally shot
Derek Bennettin 2001 had acted lawfully.

W |n August, the IPCC announced that none of the
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eight Metropolitan Police officers involved in the events
leading to the death in custody of Roger Sylvester in
January 1999 would face disciplinary action.

Northern Ireland

In May, direct rule came to an end with the restoration
of the devolved Northern Ireland Assembly, suspended
since 2002.

Collusion and political killings

In January, the Office of the Police Ombudsman for
Northern Ireland published a report of an investigation
which found evidence of collusion between the police
and loyalist paramilitaries as recently as 2003.

In June, the Committee of Ministers of the Council
of Europe adopted its second interim resolution
concerning the UK’s compliance with a number of
judgments of the European Court of Human Rights.
The cases in question were brought by the families of
individuals who had allegedly been killed by, or with
the collusion of, UK security forces in Northern
Ireland. The Court had held in each case that the UK
had failed to instigate adequate investigations into
these killings. The Committee of Ministers regretted
that “in none of the cases [has] an effective
investigation... been completed”.

B |n June, the Northern Ireland Court of Appeal
reversed a December 2006 High Court decision, which
had ruled unlawful the decision to hold the inquiry into
allegations of state collusion in the killing of Billy Wright
under the Inquiries Act 2005. The inquiry proceeded
under the Inquiries Act.

In October the inquiry panel announced its
intention to produce an interim report early in 2008
on the co-operation given to the inquiry by the Police
Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI), in particular in
relation to significant gaps in the material provided to
the inquiry by the PSNI.

W By the end of the year the government had still not
established an inquiry into allegations of state collusion
in the 1989 killing of Patrick Finucane.

B |n December, the verdict was delivered in a criminal
prosecution relating to the 1998 Omagh bombing,
among other incidents. The only defendant was
acquitted of all charges against him. The judge was
critical of the prosecution case, in particular the use
made of DNA evidence. He accused two police
employees of “deliberate and calculated deception”,
and referred the case to the Police Ombudsman for
Northern Ireland.
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Refugees and asylum-seekers
In October, the UK Borders Act was passed. The Act
failed to end the forced destitution of rejected asylum-
seekers caused by existing legislation.
The UK government continued to enforce the return
of rejected Iraqi asylum-seekers to northern Iraq.
Ongoing legal action prevented the UK government
from removing rejected asylum-seekers to Zimbabwe.
In November, the Law Lords overturned a Court of
Appeal ruling that it was “unduly harsh” to send
refused asylum-seekers from Darfur back to the
Sudanese capital Khartoum.

Violence against women

Women who were subject to immigration control and
had experienced violence in the UK, including domestic
violence and trafficking, found it almost impossible to
access the housing benefit or income support they
needed, as a result of the “no recourse to public funds”
rule. This provides that certain categories of immigrants
who have leave to enter and remain in the UK for a
limited period only have no right (subject to limited
exceptions) to access such benefits.

Trafficking in human beings
In March the UK signed the Council of Europe
Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human
Beings, but had not ratified it by the end of the year.
In December, it was reported that four women who
had been trafficked to the UK for sexual exploitation
were to be awarded financial compensation by the
Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority, a decision
which could lead to other victims of trafficking
becoming eligible for compensation.
NGOs were concerned at the lack of appropriate
government-funded accommodation for victims
of trafficking.

Amnesty International visit/reports

B Amnesty International delegates observed judicial hearings in the UK,
including some under counter-terrorism legislation.

United Kingdom: Deportations to Algeria at all costs (EUR
45/001/2007)

Europe and Central Asia: Summary of Amnesty International’s concerns
in the region, January—June 2007 (EUR 01/010/2007).
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The US authorities continued to hold hundreds of
foreign nationals at the US Naval Base in Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, although more than 100 were transferred
out of the facility during the year. Detainees in
Guantanamo were held indefinitely, the vast majority
of them without charge, and effectively without
recourse to the US courts to challenge the legality of
their detention. Most detainees in Guantanamo were
held in isolation in maximum security facilities,
heightening concerns for their physical and mental
health. The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
programme of secret detention and interrogation was
re-authorized by President Bush in July. In December,
the Director of the CIA revealed that the agency had
destroyed videotapes of detainee interrogations.

Soldiers refusing to serve in Iraq on grounds of
conscience were imprisoned. Prisoners continued to
experience ill-treatment at the hands of police officers
and prison guards. Dozens of people died after police
used tasers (electro-shock weapons) against them.
There were serious failings in state, local and federal
measures to address sexual violence against Native
American women. Discrimination remained a concern
in a variety of areas, including policing practices, the
operation of the criminal justice system and housing
rights. There were 42 executions during the year. In
late September, the decision of the Supreme Court to
review the constitutionality of lethal injections led to a
de facto moratorium on executions by this method. In
December, New Jersey became the first US state in
more than four decades to legislate to abolish the
death penalty.

‘War on terror’
For the sixth year running, the US authorities
continued to hold foreign nationals they had
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designated “enemy combatants” in indefinite military
detention without charge at Guantanamo Bay. At the
end of 2007, there were approximately 275 detainees
held in Guantanamo. During the year, more than 100
detainees were transferred to their home countries for
release or continued detention. Four detainees,
described by the Pentagon as “dangerous terror
suspects”, were transferred to Guantanamo. One
person described by the Pentagon as a “high-level
member of al-Qa’ida” was transferred to the base
from CIA custody.

Fourteen men described by the US authorities as
“high value” detainees and transferred to
Guantanamo in September 2006 for the stated
purpose of standing trial had yet to be charged by the
end of 2007. The men had spent up to four and half
years in secret CIA custody prior to the transfer and
their cases had been used by the administration to
obtain the Military Commissions Act of 2006 (MCA).
On 9 August, the Pentagon announced that all 14
had been affirmed as “enemy combatants” by the
Combatant Status Review Tribunals (CSRTs), panels
of military officers able to rely on secret and coerced
information in making their decisions. The CSRTs for
the 14 men were held behind closed doors on the
grounds that the detainees had classified information
about the CIA secret detention programme, including
interrogation techniques, conditions of detention and
the location of CIA detention facilities. Allegations
made by some of the men of torture in CIA custody
were censored from the CSRT transcripts. By the
end of 2007, only one of the 14 had had access to
legal counsel for the narrow judicial review of the
CSRT decisions provided for in the Detainee
Treatment Act (2005). No such review of any of the
Guantanamo detentions had been conducted by the
end of the year.

On 20 February, the Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit ruled that provisions of
the MCA stripping the courts of the jurisdiction to
consider habeas corpus petitions applied to all
detainees held in Guantanamo “without exception”.
On 2 April, the Supreme Court dismissed an appeal
against this ruling. However, on 29 June, the
Supreme Court took the historically unusual step of
vacating its 2 April order and agreeing to hear the
case after lawyers for detainees filed new
information about the inadequacy of the CSRT
scheme. The new information was provided by a
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military officer who had been involved in CSRT
reviews. The Court’s ruling was pending at the

end of 2007.

B Ali al-Marri, a Qatari national resident in the USA who
was designated an “enemy combatant” in June 2003
by President Bush, remained in indefinite military
detention on the US mainland at the end of the year. In
June, a three-judge panel of the Court of Appeals for
the Fourth Circuit ruled that the MCA did not apply to
Ali al-Marri’s case and ruled that his military detention
“must cease”. However, the government successfully
sought a rehearing in front of the full Fourth Circuit
court; aruling was pending at the end of the year.
Military commission proceedings resumed at
Guantanamo.

B |n March, Australian national David Hicks became
the first —and by the end of the year, only —
Guantanamo detainee to be convicted by the USA. He
pleaded guilty under the MCA to one charge of
“providing material support for terrorism”. A panel of
military officers recommended seven years in prison,
but six years and three months of the sentence was
suspended under the terms of a pre-trial agreement.
David Hicks was transferred out of Guantanamo in May
to serve the remainder of his nine-month sentence in
Australia. He was released from Yatala prison in
Adelaide on 29 December.

Three other Guantanamo detainees were facing
charges at the end of the year, including two who were
under 18 years old when they were taken into custody.

Conditions of detention in Guantanamo and their
impact on the health of detainees already distressed
by the indefinite nature of their detention continued to
cause serious concern. One detainee, a Saudi
Arabian national, was reported to have committed
suicide on 30 May. By mid-January, 165 detainees
had been transferred to Camp 6 where they were
confined in individual steel cells with no external
windows for at least 22 hours a day. Contrary to
international standards, the cells have no access to
natural light or air, and are lit 24 hours a day by
fluorescent lighting. Around 100 other detainees were
held in Camp 5, where detainees have been confined
for up to 24 hours a day in small cells with some
access to natural light, although with no view to the
outside. Some 20 more detainees were believed to be
held in Camp Echo, where detainees are held for
between 23 and 24 hours a day in windowless cells
with no natural light.
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On 20 July, President Bush issued an executive
order that the programme of secret detention and
interrogation operated by the CIA would comply with
Article 3 common to the four Geneva Conventions of
1949. Amnesty International wrote to President Bush
emphasizing that if the CIA programme received
detainees as it had before, he would have re-
authorized the international crime of enforced
disappearance. No reply had been received by the
end of the year.

One detainee, ‘Abd al-Hadi al-Iragi, was reported
to have been transferred from CIA custody to
Guantanamo during the year. The Pentagon
announced the transfer on 27 April, but gave no
details about when he was detained or where he had
been held before the transfer. In June, Amnesty
International and five other human rights
organizations published a list of more than 36
individuals believed to have been detained in the
CIA programme whose fate and whereabouts
remained unknown.

In December, the Director of the CIA revealed that
in 2005 the agency had destroyed videotapes of
interrogations conducted in 2002 of detainees held in
secret custody. It was reported that the tapes
depicted hundreds of hours of interrogations of Abu
Zubaydah and ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri, two of the
“high-value” detainees transferred to Guantanamo in
September 2006. Both alleged at their CSRTs in 2007
that they had been tortured in CIA custody. Abu
Zubaydah was among those reported to have been
subjected to “waterboarding” (simulated drowning).

Hundreds of people remained in US custody in
Afghanistan and Irag. There were also concerns
about killings in Irag by private US contractors (see
Afghanistan and Iraq entries).

Torture and other ill-treatment

There were reports of ill-treatment in jails and police
custody on the US mainland, often involving cruel use
of restraints or electro-shock weapons.

Sixty-nine people died after being shocked with
tasers, bringing to nearly 300 the number of such
deaths since 2001. Many of those who died were
subjected to multiple shocks or had health problems
which could have made them more susceptible to the
adverse effects of tasers. Although such deaths are
commonly attributed to factors such as drug
intoxication, medical examiners have concluded that
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taser shocks caused or contributed to a number of
deaths. The vast majority of those who died were
unarmed and did not pose a serious threat when they
were electro-shocked. Many police departments
continued to authorize the use of tasers in a wide
range of situations, including against unarmed
resisters or people who refused to comply with police
commands. Amnesty International presented its
concerns to a Justice Department inquiry into taser
deaths and reiterated its call on the US authorities to
suspend the use of tasers and other stun weapons,
pending the results of a rigorous, independent
inquiry, or to limit their use to situations where officers
would otherwise be justified in using deadly force.

Thousands of prisoners continued to be confined in
long-term isolation, in high-security units where
conditions sometimes amounted to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment.

B Herman Wallace and Albert Woodfox, both inmates
of the Louisiana State Penitentiary in Angola, remained
in extended isolation. For more than 30 years, they had
been confined alone to small cells for 23 hours a day
with only three hours of outdoor exercise a week. Both
men were reportedly suffering from serious health
problems as a result of their conditions. A lawsuit
claiming the prisoners’ treatment was unconstitutional
remained pending at the end of the year.

The two men had originally been placed in
“lockdown” after being accused of involvement in the
killing of a guard during a prison riot in 1972, charges
they have always denied. Amnesty International
remained concerned that their long-term isolation was
based, at least in part, on their past political activism
in prison, including membership of the Black Panther
Party (a black radical organization).

Prisoners of conscience

Army Specialist Mark Lee Wilkerson served three
and a half months in jail after being sentenced to
seven months’ imprisonment for refusing to serve in
Irag on conscientious grounds. Another
conscientious objector to the Irag war, US Army
Medic Agustin Aguayo, was sentenced to eight
months’ imprisonment on similar grounds. He was
released after one month as time spent in custody
awaiting trial was taken into consideration. Several
other soldiers refusing to serve in Iraq because of
their opposition to the war faced possible
prosecution at the end of the year.
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Justice system

Jose Padilla, a US citizen previously held for more
than three years without charge or trial in US military
custody as an “enemy combatant”, was convicted in
a federal civilian court in August of conspiracy to
provide material support for terrorism. His sentencing
was pending at the end of the year. The court
dismissed his lawyers’ claims that torture and other ill-
treatment in military custody had left him unfit to
stand trial. The government declined to introduce
information obtained during his military detention,
which may have been open to challenge on the
grounds that it was coerced. Amnesty International
remained concerned about the lack of accountability
for his three years of unlawful treatment, and the
damage done to his right to be presumed innocent by
the government repeatedly and publicly branding him
a “dangerous terrorist”.

Gary Tyler, an African American, remained in
prison in Louisana for the murder of a white
schoolboy during a racially charged incident in 1974.
During his 33 years in prison, Gary Tyler, who was 16
at the time of the killing, has consistently maintained
his innocence. He was convicted by an all-white jury
following a trial which was seriously flawed. Appeals
to the outgoing state governor to grant him a pardon
were unsuccessful.

In August an oral hearing took place in the case of
five Cuban nationals convicted in Miami in June 2001
of conspiring to act as agents of the Republic of Cuba
and other charges (USA v Gerardo Hernandez et al).
Grounds for the appeal included insufficient evidence
and alleged improper statements by the prosecution
during the trial. The appeal court’s decision was
pending at the end of 2007. The US government
continued to refuse to grant the wives of two of the
prisoners visas to visit them in prison.

Discrimination

Continuing concerns about discrimination in the USA
included racial disparities in police stops and
searches and other areas of the criminal justice
system, and the treatment of non-US nationals held in
the context of the “war on terror” (see above).

B Mychal Bell was tried in July —on charges of
attempted second-degree murder —in an adult
court, despite being a minor at the time of the alleged
offence. The case raised concerns about disparities
in the treatment of black and white teenagers. He
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was one of six black high school students in Jena,
Louisiana, who were charged with assaulting a white
student in December 2006 during a period of racial
tension triggered when white students hung three
nooses from a tree in the high school grounds. The
black students were originally charged with
attempted second-degree murder, which could have
put them in prison for decades. Charges against the
defendants were later reduced and Mychal Bell was
transferred to a juvenile court, following civil rights
demonstrations.

Death penalty

A total of 42 prisoners were put to death in the USA
during the year, bringing to 1,099 the total number of
executions carried out since the US Supreme Court
lifted a moratorium on the death penalty in 1976.
This represented the lowest annual judicial death toll
in the USA since 1994 and was in part due to the
halt in executions that followed the Supreme Court’s
announcement on 25 September that it would
consider a challenge to the three-chemical lethal
injection process used in Kentucky, and in most
other states that use this method.

In June, the Supreme Court blocked the execution
of Scott Panetti, a Texas death row inmate suffering
from severe delusions. The ruling found that the US
Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit had employed a
“flawed” and “too restrictive” interpretation of the
Supreme Court’s 1986 ruling affirming that the
execution of an insane prisoner is unconstitutional.
The ruling had the potential to provide additional
protection for condemned prisoners suffering from
serious mental illness.

South Dakota carried out its first execution since
April 1947. Elijah Page was executed for a murder
committed in 2000 when he was 18 years old and
emerging from a childhood of deprivation and
abuse. He had given up his appeals. His execution
meant that 34 states and the federal government
had conducted at least one execution since 1976.

On 2 January, the New Jersey Death Penalty
Study Commission — set up by the state legislature
in 2006 to study all aspects of capital punishment
in New Jersey — released its final report in which it
recommended abolition of the death penalty. In
December New Jersey became the first US state
since 1965 to legislate to abolish the death penalty
when the legislature passed, and the governor
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signed, legislation replacing capital punishment
with life imprisonment without the possibility
of parole.

New York effectively became the 13th abolitionist
state in the USA in October when its highest court
refused to make an exception to its 2004 ruling
finding the state’s death penalty statute
unconstitutional. The challenge to that ruling had
been brought by the state in the case of the last
person left on New York’s death row.

More than 120 people have been released from
death rows in the USA since 1975 on the grounds
of innocence.

W Curtis Edward McCarty, who had spent 21 yearsin
prison, 16 of them on Oklahoma'’s death row, was
released in May after a federal judge ordered that the
charges against him be dismissed. DNA evidence
helped to exonerate him, and the judge ruled that the
case against him had been tainted by the questionable
testimony of a discredited former police chemist.

B |n December, Michael McCormick was acquitted at
his retrial for a murder for which he had spent 16 years
on death row in Tennessee.

B |n December, prosecutors dismissed all charges
against Johnathan Hoffman in the crime for which he
had served nearly a decade on death row in North
Carolina.

B Joseph Nichols was executed in Texas on 7 March
for the murder of Claude Shaffer in 1980. His co-
defendant, Willie Williams, who had been tried first,
had pleaded guilty and been executed in 1995. Atthe
trial of Joseph Nichols, the state argued that regardless
of the fact that Willie Williams fired the fatal shot,
Joseph Nichols was guilty under Texas’ “law of parties”,
under which the distinction between principal actor
and accomplice in a crime is abolished and each may
be held equally culpable. The jury was unable to reach
a sentencing verdict and Joseph Nichols was retried.
This time the prosecution argued that Joseph Nichols
had fired the fatal shot and the jury voted for a death
sentence.

B Philip Workman was executed in Tennessee on

9 May despite compelling evidence that a key state
witness lied at the trial and that the police officer he was
convicted of killing may have been accidentally shot by
a fellow officer. Philip Workman had been on death row
for 25 years.

B On 16 July, less than 24 hours before he was due to
be put to death, Georgia death row inmate Troy Davis
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received a stay of execution from the state Board of
Pardons and Paroles. He had been on death row for
more than 15 years for the murder of a police officer.
There was no physical evidence against him and the
weapon used in the crime was never found. The case
against him consisted entirely of witness testimony,
most of which had subsequently been recanted. On
3 August, the Georgia Supreme Court granted an
extraordinary appeal and agreed to hear his case for a
new trial. A decision was pending at the end of 2007.

Violence against women

Native American and Alaska Native American women
continued to suffer disproportionately high levels of
rape and sexual violence, but faced barriers
accessing justice. This was due to the complex maze
of tribal, state and federal jurisdictions, which allowed
perpetrators to escape justice; underfunding by the
government of key services; and failure at state and
federal level to pursue cases. Recommendations by
Congress for increased funding to tackle some of
these concerns were pending government approval at
the end of the year.

Housing rights — Hurricane Katrina
Thousands of evacuees from Gulf Coast areas
affected by Hurricane Katrina in 2005 remained
displaced with little prospect of returning to their
homes. Many continued to live in precarious
situations in temporary accommodation throughout
the USA, without work or access to their former
support networks.

Civil rights and community groups expressed
concern about proposals to demolish a large
proportion of the public housing units in New Orleans
even though they suffered only minor flood damage
and could reportedly be repaired and rehabilitated. It
was feared that the absence of affordable housing
had created a demographic shift in which poor,
largely African American, communities were unable to
return to their homes.
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URUGUAY

EASTERN REPUBLIC OF URUGUAY
Head of State and government:
Death penalty:

Tabaré Vazquez Rosas
aholitionist for all crimes

Population: 3.5 million
Life expectancy: 15.9 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 16/12 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 96.8 per cent

The authorities failed to provide redress to relatives
of the victims of human rights abuses during the
military government (1973-1985). People
continued to be imprisoned for years pending
sentencing. A national plan to promote women’s
rights was introduced.

Impunity — justice for past abuses

The Expiry Law of 1986, which grants members of the
security forces immunity from prosecution for crimes
committed during the military government (1973-
1985), remained in force.

Draft legislation which would provide reparations to
relatives of victims of human rights violations during
the military government was before Congress at the
end of the year.

A request for the extradition of former Colonel Juan
Manuel Cordero from Brazil for his involvement in
human rights violations during the military
government, including the murder of Zelmar Michelini
and Héctor Gutierrez Ruiz remained pending at the
end of the year.

In July the Humanities Faculty Anthropology team
from the University of the Republic began excavations
in the Tablada military compound, searching for the
remains of detainees who were the victims of
enforced disappearance during the military period.

In September new exhumations began on military
premises in search of the remains of Elena Quinteros,
a member of the opposition Party for People’s Victory,
who was kidnapped from the Venezuelan Embassy in
June 1976 by members of the security forces.

In June the Executive excluded 17 cases previously
covered by the Expiry Law, including at least five
transfers of detainees from Argentina to Uruguay
between February and August 1978. In September it
also excluded the kidnapping of Nelson Santana and
Gustavo Inzaurralde in Paraguay in 1977. The
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decision paved the way for judicial investigations into
these cases. A total of 47 cases of victims of human

rights violations have been excluded from the Expiry

Law by the current administration.

In September the appeals court confirmed the trial
and detention of former President Juan Maria
Bordaberry (1971-1976) as co-author of 10
homicides. In December, former President General
Gregorio Alvarez (1981-1985) was arrested and
charged as co-author of the enforced disappearances
of more than 30 people.

Violence against women
Domestic violence resulted in the deaths of at least 17
women between November 2006 and October 2007,
according to a report published in November 2007 by
the National Observatory on Violence and Crime of
the Ministry of Interior.

In June the National Women'’s Institute published
the First National Plan of Equality on Opportunities
and Rights to address discrimination against women.

Health — reproductive rights

In November the Senate passed a bill on reproductive
rights which decriminalized abortions carried out
within the first 12 weeks of pregnancy in certain
circumstances. Under existing legislation abortion is
punishable by up to nine months imprisonment for
the women and two years’ imprisonment for the
person carrying out the abortion. The bill was awaiting
approval by the Chamber of Deputies at the end of
the year.

Justice system
In a report published in May, the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights recommended that all
necessary steps be taken to release Jorge, José and
Dante Peirano, held under preventive detention since
2002, while their trial continued. The three men had
been released by the end of the year.

According to the Minister of Interior, more than
60 per cent of inmates in Uruguayan prisons had not
been sentenced.

Children

In July the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
expressed its regret at the authorities’ failure to
institute a national plan of action on children’s rights
and at the lack of an independent institution to which
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complaints of violations of children’s rights could be
referred. It expressed concern about discrimination
against children of Afro-descent and about the large
numbers of children in detention, some of whom had
been tortured or subjected to degrading treatment by
law enforcement officials.

UZBEKISTAN

REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN
Head of state:

Head of government:

Death penalty:

Islam Karimov
Shavkat Mirzioiev
retentionist

Population: 27.4 million
Life expectancy: 66.8 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 72/60 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 99.4 per cent

Despite the government’s professed commitment to
improving the rights of its citizens, there was no real
progress on human rights. The authorities continued to
refuse to allow an independent, international
investigation into the mass killings in Andizhan in
2005. Freedom of expression and assembly continued
to deteriorate and pressure on human rights defenders,
activists, and independent journalists showed no sign
of abating. Widespread torture or other ill-treatment of
detainees and prisoners continued to be reported.
Corruption in law enforcement and the judiciary
contributed to a climate of impunity. Several thousand
people convicted of involvement with banned Islamic
organizations and movements continued to serve long
prison terms in conditions which amounted to cruel,
inhuman and degrading treatment. The authorities
continued to actively seek the extradition of members
or suspected members of banned Islamist parties or
Islamic movements. The authorities refused to impose
a moratorium on executions, despite a presidential
decree introducing the abolition of the death penalty
from January 2008.

Background

The socioeconomic situation deteriorated, increasing
already significant poverty levels; the UN estimated
that just under 30 per cent of the population were
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living below the poverty line. Although officially
unemployment stood at 3 per cent, the World Bank
and other economic observers believed the figure to
be closer to 40 per cent. Hundreds of thousands left
the country to seek employment in Kazakstan and the
Russian Federation, often working as irregular
migrants on building sites or in markets. Many faced
harsh working and living conditions, including low
pay, beatings, discrimination and no access to
protection, health or housing. Some observers
signalled poverty and its perceived discriminatory
nature as driving factors behind the growth of banned
Islamic movements or Islamist parties such as Hizb-
ut-Tahrir.

Pressure on international media and NGOs
continued. In July the authorities refused to extend
the visa and work permit of the country director of
Human Rights Watch. Criminal prosecutions for tax
evasion were brought against three local
correspondents for the German international radio
and television station Deutsche Welle who had been
critical in their reporting. Faced with a possible prison
sentence, one of the correspondents fled the country.

In the run-up to the December presidential
elections access to independent information became
increasingly difficult with independent or opposition-
affiliated websites virtually blocked. President Islam
Karimov won the elections and a third term in office
with nearly 90 per cent of the vote despite the
constitution limiting presidents to two terms in office.

International scrutiny

Two years after the killing of hundreds of people in
Andizhan, when security forces fired on mainly
peaceful demonstrators, the authorities continued to
refuse to hold an independent, international
investigation into these events. They agreed, however,
to hold a second round of expert talks with
representatives of the European Union (EU) in the
capital, Tashkent, in April.

In May, the first formal EU-Uzbekistan Human
Rights Dialogue was held in Tashkent in advance of
the EU’s General Affairs and External Relations
Council (GAERC) session. GAERC remained seriously
concerned about the human rights situation in
Uzbekistan and linked the lifting of sanctions to
Uzbekistan’s implementation of international human
rights standards.GAERC decided to extend sanctions
aimed at Uzbekistan; a visa ban imposed on 12
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Uzbekistani officials in November 2005 was extended
for six months for eight of the officials, and an
ongoing arms embargo was left unchanged. The
Uzbekistani Ministry of Foreign Affairs responded to
GAERC in a public statement calling the EU decision
“unfounded and biased” and an “instrument of
systematic pressure on Uzbekistan dressed up in
human rights rhetoric”. In a reversal of its May
position and despite opposition from some member
states, GAERC voted in October to suspend the visa
ban on the remaining eight officials for six months. In
the same month GAERC called for the release of all
jailed human rights defenders but failed to mention
specifically the need for an independent international
investigation into the Andizhan killings.

In March, the UN Human Rights Council (HRC)
voted to accept the recommendations of its Working
Group on Situations to discontinue consideration of
Uzbekistan under the HRC'’s confidential 1503
Procedure. This meant that the mandate of the UN
Independent Expert on Uzbekistan appointed under
the confidential 1503 Procedure was also terminated
and that Uzbekistan’s human rights record would no
longer be under special scrutiny by the HRC.

In November, the UN Committee against Torture
(CAT) published its concluding observations and
recommendations following CAT’s examination of
Uzbekistan’s third periodic report. CAT welcomed the
introduction of habeas corpus and urged Uzbekistan
to “apply a zero-tolerance approach to the continuing
problem of torture, and to the practice of impunity”.

Human rights defenders

The situation for human rights defenders and
independent journalists continued to deteriorate and
the authorities further restricted their freedom of
speech, assembly and movement in the run-up to the
December presidential elections. In early 2007, two
human rights defenders and an opposition political
activist were sentenced to long terms of imprisonment
on what appeared to be politically-motivated charges.
All three cases were linked either directly or indirectly
to the 2005 Andizhan events.

At least 14 human rights defenders continued to
serve long prison terms in cruel, inhuman and
degrading conditions having been convicted after
unfair trials. Several were reportedly tortured or
otherwise ill-treated in detention. Those human rights
activists and journalists not forced into exile and not
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in detention were routinely monitored by law
enforcement officers; human rights defenders were
called in for questioning to their local police
stations, placed under house arrest or otherwise
prevented from attending meetings with foreign
diplomats or delegations or from taking part in
peaceful demonstrations.

Human rights defenders and journalists continued
to report being threatened by members of the security
services for carrying out legitimate activities. Several
reported being assaulted and beaten and detained by
law enforcement officers or people they suspected
working for the security services. Relatives spoke of
being threatened and harassed by security forces;
some were detained in order to put pressure on
human rights defenders. A disturbing trend emerged
during the year with the authorities coercing
defendants to renege on their NGO affiliations in
return for suspended sentences.

B |n December, Ikhtior Khamroev, the 22-year-old son
of Bakhtior Khamroeyv, the head of the Dzhizzakh
section of the Human Rights Society of Uzbekistan,
was released from the prison punishment cell to which
he had been confined for 10 days. He told his father
that he had been beaten and locked in a punishment
cell, and that he had cut himself in the abdomen in
protest at his ill-treatment. Ikhtior Khamroev was
serving a three-year prison sentence handed down in
September 2006 following an unfair trial. He was
believed to have been detained because of the human
rights activities of his father. He may have been beaten
to punish his father for anti-government statements
made at an international conference on human rights
defenders in Dublin, Ireland in November.

MW |n January, Rasul Tadzhibaev was granted a second
visit with his sister, the jailed human rights defender
Mutabar Tadzhibaeva held in Tashkent Women’s
Prison. She had been sentenced to eight years in prison
on economic and political charges in March 2006 and
her appeal against the verdict was turned down in May
2006. Mutabar Tadzhibaeva claimed she had not been
permitted to meet with her lawyer and continued to be
putin solitary confinement for alleged infringements of
prison rules. In letters smuggled out of prison, Mutabar
Tadzhibaeva described cruel, inhuman and degrading
conditions of detention and punishments suffered by
herself and other inmates. Members of her family
continued to be harassed by the authorities. In March,
Rasul Tadzhibaev was detained in order to prevent him
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from attending a demonstration in Tashkent calling for
the release of detained female activists. He was also
evicted from his apartment and was threatened with
expulsion from Tashkent.

W |n May, Umida Niazova, a human rights activist and
independent journalist, was sentenced to seven years’
imprisonment by a district court in Tashkent on charges
of illegally crossing the border, smuggling and
distributing material causing public disorder after a
two-day trial which fell far short of international
standards. On 8 May Umida Niazova was released from
the court-room after an appeal court changed her
sentence to a three-year suspended one. She pleaded
guilty to all three charges during the appeal hearing and
accused international organizations of having misled
her. Umida Niazova had worked for Human Rights
Watch as a translator at the time of the Andizhan mass
killings in 2005 and was in their employ at the time of
her arrest. She had previously worked for other
international NGOs.

B Gulbahor Turaeva, a 40-year-old pathologist and
human rights activist from Andizhan who had spoken
out to foreign media and questioned the official
version of the 2005 Andizhan events, was detained in
January at the border on her way back from
Kyrgyzstan, reportedly carrying around 120
publications in her bags, including books by the
exiled leader of the banned secular opposition Erk
party. Charged with attempting to overthrow the
constitutional order and distributing subversive
materials, she was sentenced to six years in prison in
April. She was also charged with defamation.
Following a second trial in May she was found guilty
and fined. In June, her prison term was commuted
on appeal to a six-year suspended sentence and she
was released from detention. Gulbahor Turaeva
pleaded guilty to all charges at the appeal hearing
and denounced her work as a human rights defender
as well as the activities of other human

rights activists.

Torture and other ill-treatment

Persistent allegations of widespread torture or other
ill-treatment of detainees and prisoners by law
enforcement personnel continued. These reports
stemmed not only from men and women suspected
of membership of banned Islamic groups or of
having committed terrorist offences but from all
layers of civil society, including human rights
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activists, journalists and former — often high-profile -
members of the government and security forces.

The failure by the relevant authorities to properly
investigate such allegations remained a serious
concern. Very few law enforcement officers were
brought to trial and held accountable for the human
rights violations they committed and yet thousands of
people — in pre-trial detention or convicted — routinely
alleged that they had been tortured or otherwise ill-
treated in custody in order to extract a confession. In
January, the Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs
informed Amnesty International that six or seven
police officers had been convicted on torture-related
offences in 2005 and 2006. Amnesty International
welcomed the fact that prosecutions of people
responsible for torture and ill-treatment had taken
place. However, the numbers of convictions were
alarmingly low considering that during the year an
estimated 6,000 prisoners remained in detention after
being convicted on politically-motivated charges in
reportedly unfair trials. Many of these prisoners were
reportedly tortured or otherwise ill-treated in detention
and in November the UN CAT in examining
Uzbekistan's compliance with the Convention against
Torture found that torture or other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment were routine.

Forcible return of terrorism suspects

The Uzbekistani authorities continued to actively seek
the extradition of members or suspected members of
banned Islamist parties or Islamic movements, such
as Hizb-ut-Tahrir, from neighbouring countries as well
as the Russian Federation and Ukraine. Most of those
forcibly returned to Uzbekistan were held in
incommunicado detention, increasing their risk of
being tortured or otherwise ill-treated. Refugees who
had fled after the Andizhan events and who
voluntarily returned to Uzbekistan alleged that their
movements were restricted. Some returnees were
reportedly arrested on return to Uzbekistan. It was not
possible to obtain any information on the whereabouts
of those detained.

Authorities in the Russian Federation ignored
decisions by the European Court of Human Rights to
halt deportations of Uzbekistani asylum-seekers
pending examinations of their applications to the
court. Russian officials also confirmed that officers of
the Uzbekistani security forces had been operating on
the territory of the Russian Federation.
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W |n October 2006, Rustam Muminov, a citizen of
Uzbekistan, was extradited from the Russian Federation
to Uzbekistan despite a request by the European Court
of Human Rights to the Russian Federation for interim
measures to halt the deportation. In March 2007,
human rights groups learned that Rustam Muminov
had been sentenced to five-and-a-half years’
imprisonment after being held in incommunicado
detention for three months following extradition.

B |n December, Russian human rights organizations
received official confirmation that officers of the
Uzbekistani security forces had detained asylum-
seeker Mukhammadsalikh Abutov in the Russian
Federation in July. An interstate warrant for his arrest
was only issued after his detention and reportedly
backdated by the Uzbekistani authorities.
Mukhammadsalikh Abutov was still in detention in the
Russian Federation at the end of the year.

Death penalty

A new law adopted by the Senate in June amended
the criminal, criminal procedural and criminal
executive codes by replacing the death penalty with
life or long-term imprisonment. The law was
scheduled to come into effect from 1 January 2008,
marking the formal abolition of the death penalty in
Uzbekistan. The authorities failed to introduce
moratoria on executions and death sentences
pending full abolition.

Some local NGOs claimed there were hundreds of
prisoners under sentence of death held in conditions
which amounted to cruel, inhuman and degrading
treatment. According to the NGO Mothers Against
the Death Penalty and Torture, 20 of at least 38
prisoners on death row in Tashkent prison (six of
whom were sentenced to death in the first half of
2007), were reported to be infected with
tuberculosis (TB) and were not receiving adequate
medical treatment. There was no clarity as to how
individual cases would be reviewed in light of the
scheduled abolition of the death penalty, or about
ongoing detention arrangements.

B |skandar Khudaiberganov, held on death row in
Tashkent prison since November 2002, was
diagnosed with TB in 2004 but has never received
adequate medical treatment. His family were able to
provide him with some anti-TB drugs, but it was
feared that he risked developing drug-resistant strains
of the disease.
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Central Asia: Summary of human rights concerns,

January 2006-March 2007 (EUR 04/001/2007)

5] Crackdown on human rights defenders: Secret trials and torture in the
‘information age, (EUR 62/002/2007)

Uzbekistan: The government should ensure the concrete and effective
implementation of the recommendations of the UN Committee against
Torture as a matter of priority, (EUR 62/00X/2007)

Iskandar Khudaiberganov: ongoing health concerns,

(EUR 62/006/2007)

VENEZUELA

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA
Head of state and government:
Death penalty:

Hugo Chavez Frias
abolitionist for all crimes

Population: 217.7 million
Life expectancy: 13.2 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 28/24 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 93 per cent

Thousands of government and anti-government
supporters took to the streets on several occasions. A
number of demonstrations ended in violent clashes
between different groups of protesters and between
protesters and the police. A new law on the right of
women to live without fear of violence gave hope to
thousands of women who experience violence in the
home, community or workplace.

Background

President Hugo Chavez Frias took office for a third
term in January and Congress granted him powers
to pass legislation by decree for 18 months on a
wide range of issues including public security and
institutional reform. In December, Venezuelans
rejected controversial constitutional changes in a
referendum. Concerns had been expressed,
including by the UN Special Rapporteur on
freedom of opinion and expression, the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General on Human
Rights Defenders and the Special Rapporteur on
the independence of judges and lawyers, that some
of the constitutional changes proposed would have
curtailed fundamental human rights.
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Violence against women

A new law on the right of women to live free from
violence came into force in March. Although women
victims of violence are guaranteed greater protection
under the new legislation, a fully resourced plan of
action to implement the law had not yet been
developed by the end of the year.

Political violence

The authorities did not take effective action to stop an
escalation of violence in the context of demonstrations
by supporters and opponents of government policies.
There were reports of violent clashes between
civilians, and between civilians and police officers
throughout the year which resulted in scores of
injuries and at least two deaths.

Scores of demonstrators, mainly students,
including several who were under 18 were injured or
arrested in the context of protests over the authorities’
decision not to renew the licence of Radio Caracas
Television (RCTV) in May. Several police officers were
also injured in the clashes.

Confrontations between both law enforcement
officials and demonstrators, and between
demonstrators and armed civilians, also took place
in the context of tensions over the proposed
constitutional reforms.

Human rights defenders

Human rights defenders continued to face intimidation
and attack.

W José Luis Urbano, human rights defender and
president of the Organization for the Defence of the Right
to Education (Pro-Defensa del Derecho a la Educacion)
was shot and wounded in February, in his home town of
Barcelona, in the northern state of Anzoategui. The
attack appeared to have been linked to his public
criticism of the quality of education available to poor
children in the state and his allegations of corruption.
José Luis Urbano received protection until April.
However, by the end of the year no one had been
brought to justice for the attack.

Police and security services

According to the Attorney General, between 2000 and
2007 more than 6,000 complaints were filed at his
office for alleged extrajudicial executions by the police.
Of the 2,000 officers reportedly involved, less than 400
had been provisionally detained by the end of the year.
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None of the recommendations made by the
National Commission for Police Reform had been
implemented by the end of the year. Among the
recommendations of the Commission were measures
to improve the accountability of the police, training on
human rights and the use of force, the regulation and
control of arms used by the security forces, and
legislation to integrate the different police bodies.

Arms control

The use of firearms in killings and other violent crimes
remained high, including in prisons. The Scientific,
Penal and Criminal Investigations Unit, which carries
out criminal investigations under the supervision of
the Attorney General’s Office, registered 9,568
homicides from January to September 2007, 852
more than during the same period in 2006. Despite
the fact that firearms were involved in most of these
killings, no steps were taken to implement the
recommendations of the National Plan to Control
Arms which came into force in 2006.

Amnesty International visit
& AnAmnesty International delegation visited Venezuela in July to
research violations against women.

VIET NAM

SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM

Head of state: Nguyen Minh Triet
Head of government: Nguyen Tan Dung
Death penalty: retentionist
Population: 86.4 million
Life expectancy: 13.7 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 36/27 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 90.3 per cent

Freedom of expression and association continued to
be tightly controlled. Political activists and
dissidents were arrested and detained; some were
sentenced to lengthy prison terms under national
security legislation after unfair trials. At least 83
people were sentenced to death, including 14
women. Statistics on executions remained classified
a “state secret”, although discussion on the
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effectiveness of the death penalty continued. Scores
of ethnic minority Montagnards in the Central
Highlands and members of the Khmer Krom
community in southern An Giang province fled to
Cambodia seeking asylum from persecution.

Background

In August a new government was formed following
National Assembly elections. The President and
Prime Minister remained in their posts.

In March Decree CP-31 on administrative detention
was abolished. It had often been used to detain peaceful
religious and political dissidents under house arrest
without bringing them before a court. However, other
administrative detention provisions remained in place.

In June hundreds of poor farmers from at least 10
provinces demonstrated outside the National
Assembly building in Ho Chi Minh City in protest over
corruption and arbitrary land confiscation. They were
joined by Thich Quang Do, the deputy leader of the
outlawed Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam
(UBCV), who had been subjected to administrative
detention for many years, and other UBCV members.
The demonstrations lasted for almost a month, until
they were broken up in July by security officials.

Freedom of expression and association
Prior to the first ever visit of a Viethamese President to
the USA in June, two prisoners of conscience were
released. internet dissident Nguyen Vu Binh had
served over four years of a seven-year sentence on
charges of “spying”. He was released from prison but
remained under three years’ house arrest. Le Quoc
Quan, a lawyer and pro-democracy activist, had been
arrested on 8 March after returning home from a
year-long fellowship in the USA. In May, Phan Van
Ban, a long-term political prisoner, was released and
allowed to join his family in the USA. He had been
sentenced to life imprisonment in 1985 for
distribution of anti-government leaflets.

Following the hosting of the APEC summit in
November 2006 and the conclusion of major
international trade agreements, a crackdown on
peaceful dissent and freedom of expression and
association intensified. At least 35 people, among
them lawyers, trade unionists, religious leaders and
internet dissidents, were arrested between November
2006 and the end of 2007, an increased number over
previous years. Most had connections to Bloc 8406, a
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movement calling for peaceful political change and
respect for human rights. Nineteen among the 35
were known to have been tried and sentenced
under vaguely worded and repressive national
security legislation used to criminalize peaceful
political dissent.

B On 30 March Father Nguyen Van Ly, a former
prisoner of conscience, was sentenced to eight years’
imprisonment for “conducting propaganda against
the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam” under Article 88
of the Penal Code. He was manhandled by guards as
he tried to challenge the court. Two co-defendants
were sentenced to six and five years’ imprisonment,
and two women were given suspended prison terms.
Father Ly was a founding member of Bloc 8406 and
the Viet Nam Progression Party (VNPP) in September
2006 and had spent 15 years in prison for peacefully
criticizing the government.

B Two human rights lawyers, Nguyen Van Daiand Le
Thi Cong Nhan, were sentenced to five and four years’
imprisonment respectively in May, reduced by one year
each on appeal. Nguyen Van Dai was among the
founding members of Bloc 8406. Le Thi Cong Nhanis a
spokesperson for the VNPP. Both had held human
rights workshops and documented human rights
violations. At the appeal hearing in November their
lawyers argued that Article 88 of the Penal Code, under
which they had been charged, was unconstitutional
and did not conform to international conventions that
Viet Nam has signed, and should be reviewed.

B Truong Quoc Huy remained detained without trial
since August 2006. He was charged under Article
258 of the Penal Code with “abusing democratic
freedoms to infringe upon the interests of the State,
the legitimate rights and interests of organizations
and/or citizens”. He was accused, among other
things, of joining an internet forum and disseminating
anti-government flyers.

B |n November six people were arrested in Ho Chi
Minh City, where they had been meeting to discuss
peaceful democratic change. The police claimed to
have found “subversive” leaflets and stickers, and
official media stated that they were being investigated
under Article 84 (Terrorism) of the Penal Code. The six
comprised two Vietnamese nationals; Nguyen Thi
Thanh Van, a French citizen and a journalist and
activist; two US citizens and a Thai national, all of
Vietnamese origin. Nguyen Thi Thanh Van and one US
citizen were released and deported in December.
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Discrimination

Reports continued of harassment of ethnic minority
Montagnards in the Central Highlands, including
forced denunciation of their religion, short-term
detentions and ill-treatment. More than 200 sought
asylum in neighbouring Cambodia. In a reported
incident in June, one Montagnard was arrested and
tortured in detention for two days. He had previously
described human rights violations against
Montagnards to a UNHCR official who had
interviewed him in the presence of Viethamese
security officials. On his release he fled to Cambodia.
At least 250 Montagnards were still serving long
prison terms in connection with protests in 2001 and
2004 over land ownership and religious freedom.

A number of people from the Khmer Krom
community fled to Cambodia seeking asylum. They
alleged persecution, including the forced disrobing of
Buddhist monks. On 1 August the Vietnamese
authorities reported that they had arrested Tim
Sakorn, a Buddhist monk, who had previously been
living in Cambodia. He was sentenced to one year’s
imprisonment on 9 November under national security
legislation and is a prisoner of conscience. (See
Cambodia entry.)

Death penalty

At least 83 people, including 14 women, were
sentenced to death for drug trafficking offences, some
after unfair trials. The true number is believed to be
much higher.

B Pham Thi Tuyet Lan was sentenced to death in
February for alleged involvementin a land fraud.
However, the appeals court overturned the verdict as it
emerged that she had been charged with the wrong
offence and defence lawyers had been excluded from
the investigation. A reinvestigation was ordered.

At least 15 death sentences were upheld by the
Supreme People’s Court. They included a UK citizen
of Vietnamese origin who was reported to be suffering
from mental health problems.

Amnesty International reports

Viet Nam: Internet activist priest imprisoned (ASA 41/003/2007)
Viet Nam: Silence critics must be released (ASA 41/004/2007)
gl VietNam: Crackdown on activists must end (ASA 41/005/2007)
Viet Nam: Lead a union, goto prison (ASA41/011/2007)
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YEMEN

REPUBLIC OF YEMEN
Head of state:
Head of government:

‘Ali Abdullah Saleh

Ali Mohammed Megawar (replaced
‘Abdul Qader Bajammal in April)
retentionist

22.3 million

61.5 years

83/15 per 1,000

54.1 per cent

Death penalty:
Population:

Life expectancy:
Under-5 mortality (m/f):
Adult literacy:

Routine violations of civil and political rights
impacted negatively on economic and social aspects
of people’s lives. The violations were exacerbated by
renewed armed clashes in the north and protests in
the south. Torture and other ill-treatment remained
common. Sentences of death and flogging were
imposed and carried out. Human rights activists
remained firm in the face of these challenges.

Background

Renewed clashes broke out in January between security
forces and armed followers of the late Hussain Badr al-
Din al-Huthi, a prominent Zaidi —a Shi'a Muslim
community in the Sa’da Governorate. The clashes
continued intermittently throughout the year despite a
ceasefire mediated by the Qatari government. Security
forces carried out mass arrests, civilians were reportedly
killed by government forces and some 30,000 people
were internally displaced as a result of the violence. The
government denied journalists and almost all
independent observers access to the area and
maintained a high degree of censorship, so few details
emerged during the first six months of the clashes.

In July, seven Spanish tourists and two Yemeni
drivers accompanying them were killed in Ma'rab in
an attack by a suicide bomber. The government
blamed the attack on al-Qa’ida.

In August, scores of retired soldiers from the army of
the former People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen
(PDRY) and their supporters were arrested after they
staged peaceful protests in Aden and other southern
cities over their inferior pensions and terms and
conditions of work compared to soldiers from the north.
All were released uncharged by November and the
government agreed to consider their grievances. The
PDRY and the Yemen Arab Republic unified in 1990.
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Killings by security forces

There were unconfirmed reports of extrajudicial
executions by security forces in the context of the
violence in Sa’'da. People alleged to be armed
members of al-Qa’ida were also killed in unclear
circumstances while reportedly resisting arrest.

B On 10 September, security forces shot dead Walid
Salih ‘Ubadi and another person during a peaceful
demonstration in al-Dali” in support of the retired
soldiers. Eight other demonstrators were wounded. The
incident was reportedly under investigation, but the
outcome was not known.

B |n October, security forces killed four protesters ata
peaceful demonstration in Radfan and wounded 15
others. It was not known if any investigation was
carried out.

Political prisoners
Hundreds of people were arrested as suspected
followers of Hussain Badr al-Din al-Huthi or members
or supporters of al-Qa’ida following the upsurge in
violence in Sa’'da and the July attack on Spanish
tourists. Others were arrested in connection with the
retired soldiers’ protests, but all were subsequently
released. Most of those arrested in connection with al-
Qa'ida and the Sa’'da clashes remained held without
charge or trial, mainly in Sa'da, Hajja, Dhamar, Ibb,
Sana’a and Hudaida.
B Muhammad Abdel Karim al-Huthi and at least four
other members of the al-Huthi family, and Abdul Qadir
al-Mahdi, remained in the Political Security prison in
Sana'a. Muhammad Abdel Karim al-Huthi was arrested
on 28 January. Abdul Qadir al-Mahdi was arrested on
19 February and held incommunicado for two months
before his family was permitted to visit him. His salary
was suspended, causing his wife and children
hardship.

Among the political prisoners were people arrested
in previous years.
W Walid al-Kayma’ remained held without charge at
the Political Security prison in Sana’a since his arrest
in 2004 or 2005. Like others held there, he was
allowed family visits but was denied accessto a
lawyer and did not know whether he would be
charged and tried or released.

‘War on terror’
Five prisoners returned to Yemen after being held by
the US authorities at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and
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detained on arrival, were released without charge
during the year. They included Sadig Muhammad
Isma’il and Fawaz Nu'man Hamoud. Five others
detained on arrival in December 2006 were released
in March without charge, but another, Tawfiq al-
Marwa'i, was released after he was tried and
convicted of forging a passport.

Unfair trials

At least 109 people tried before the Specialized
Criminal Court (SCC) and two tried before ordinary
criminal courts did not receive fair trials. At least 73 of
them appeared before the SCC in seven separate
cases on charges that included planning attacks on
oil installations and the US embassy, seeking to
smuggle weapons to Somalia, and forging papers for
volunteer fighters to travel to Iraq. In the six cases that
were concluded, at least 53 people were convicted
and sentenced to up to 15 years in prison and five
were acquitted.

In the other case, known as the Sana’a Cell 2
case, 15 defendants faced charges including
murder, planning to poison Sana’a’s drinking water
and other violent crimes in connection with the
events in Sa'da. One defendant, journalist Abdel
Karim al-Khaiywani, was charged in connection with
his media reporting of the violence in Sa'da, and was
therefore a prisoner of conscience.

As in previous cases, lawyers and human rights
activists criticized the SCC for failing to conform to
international fair trial standards, including by
denying defendants and their lawyers full access to
their case files and so limiting their ability to prepare
their defence. Lawyers defending the accused in the
Sana’'a Cell 2 case appealed to the Constitutional
Court to declare the SCC unconstitutional, but no
ruling was announced by the end of the year.

In July, Ta'iz Appeal Court ordered the release of
four men shortly before they were due to complete
one-year sentences imposed by an ordinary court for
challenging the integrity of local and national
elections held in September 2006. In a separate
case also related to the 2006 elections, at least 36
people were tried before an ordinary court in Sana’a
in connection with a dispute in Hajja in which an
official was killed; six people were sentenced to
death and others received prison terms of up to 15
years. There were concerns about the fairness of
both trials.
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Freedom of expression

In June, the Information Ministry announced that a
new press law would be introduced, raising concern
that this would further restrict press freedom. The law
would prohibit publication of information deemed
harmful to national stability and further hamper media
reporting of politically sensitive issues, such as the
violence in Sa’'da. Vague concepts such as national
security and national stability had routinely been
invoked as justification for restriction of press freedom
and punishment of journalists. The law had not been
introduced by the end of the year.

Journalists were harassed. The authorities blocked
websites carrying political and other critical
commentary and prohibited the use of some phone
messaging services.

W Journalists Abdel Karim al-Khaiwani and Ahmad
‘Umar Ben Farid were abducted in Augustin Sana’a
and Aden respectively by unidentified assailants
believed to be connected to the security authorities.
The two men were beaten and dumped in deserted
areas. Abdel Karim al-Khaiwani was believed to have
been targeted because of his reporting about events in
Sa'da, and Ahmad ‘Umar Ben Farid because of his
writing about the protests in the south.

B |n July, a regular weekly gathering of supporters of
the NGO Women Journalists Without Restrictions who
were demanding that they be allowed to publish a
magazine, was violently disrupted, apparently by
security officials. A number of people were injured.

Discrimination and violence against
women

Women continued to face discrimination and
violence at the hands of both state and non-state
actors, including rape and other sexual violence,
and trafficking. Such abuses were particularly
severe in rural areas, where 80 per cent of women
live, girls generally have less access to education
than boys, and women are particularly vulnerable to
economic hardship.

In a shadow report to Yemen'’s sixth report to
CEDAW, a collective of women’s and human rights
organizations criticized laws that continue to
discriminate against women and called for
government action to protect women’s rights,
including the criminalization of domestic violence.
B Anissa al-Shu’aybi brought a court case against
officers at the Criminal Investigation departmentin
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Sana’a alleging that she was raped and otherwise
tortured by them in previous years. Her testimony of
torture and other ill-treatment of women in the prison
was widely publicized. The case was not concluded by
the end of the year.

B Samra al-Hilali, a 15-year-old girl, said she was
tortured by police in Ibb before being tried and
acquitted in August on murder charges.

Torture and other ill-treatment

Torture and other ill-treatment in police custody were
common. Many detainees held by Political Security
and National Security, two security police agencies,
were reportedly tortured, including with beatings with
fists, sticks and rifle butts; scalding with hot water;
tight handcuffs; prolonged blindfolding; denial of
water and access to a toilet; and death threats.

B |n April, Shayef al-Haymi said he had been tortured so
badly during 40 days of incommunicado detention by
National Security officials that his limbs became
paralysed and his body was covered with scars. The case
was investigated by the prosecuting authorities, and the
authorities released him and paid a sum of money to his
family. However, no one was brought to justice and, after
he made his ordeal public, the authorities said that his
injuries were self-inflicted and rearrested him.

Cruel, inhuman and degrading
punishments

Courts across the country imposed sentences of
flogging almost daily for alcohol and sexual offences.
The floggings were carried out immediately in public
without appeal.

Death penalty

At least 15 people were executed, including one child
offender, although Yemeni law prohibits the execution
of child offenders. Another child offender, Hafez
Ibrahim, had his death sentence annulled, but others
were among several hundred prisoners who remained
on death row.

B Adil Muhammad Saif al-Mu’ammari was executed in
February despite international appeals and medical
evidence that he was below the age of 18 at the time of
the murder for which he was sentenced to death.

W Radfan Razaz, another possible child offender,
remained at risk of imminent execution. He was initially
sentenced to imprisonment because of his age, but the
appeal court changed his sentence to death.
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At least 90 prisoners were held on death row at
Ta'iz Prison. In one particularly disturbing incident in
September, two prisoners — Sharaf al-Yusfi and ‘Issam
Tahla — were reportedly killed by prison guards after
they survived initial attempts to execute them. The
attempted executions had left them both seriously
injured.

Amnesty International visits
& Amnesty International delegates visited Yemen in January and

September.

ZAMBIA

REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA
Head of state and government:
Death penalty:

Levy Mwanawasa
abolitionist in practice

Population: 12.1 million
Life expectancy: 40.5 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 169/153 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 68 per cent

Freedom of expression, assembly and movement
were restricted, especially in the context of
continuing controversy over constitutional reforms.
A bill which threatened to restrict the activities of
NGOs was put before Parliament.

Background

President Levy Mwanawasa further delayed the
constitutional review process, which was rescheduled
for completion in 2011. The controversial National
Constitution Conference Act was passed in August.
Concerns were raised that the Act was not consistent
with the recommendations of the Constitution Review
Commission (CRC), which had called for the
Constitution to be repealed and replaced.

The trial of former President Frederick Chiluba on
charges of corruption was repeatedly postponed
because of his poor health. However, in May, in a
case brought by the Zambian government against
Frederick Chiluba and 19 of his associates, the High
Court of Justice of England and Wales ruled that
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Frederick Chiluba “actively participated” in large-
scale money laundering in which two UK law firms
were also complicit.

Freedom of expression and assembly
There were further reports of government officials
threatening journalists critical of the government.
Civil society organizations supporting the
recommendations of the CRC found their freedom

of assembly restricted.

W On 19 July, police in Lusaka prevented Q-FM, a
private radio station, from covering live a demonstration
outside Parliament organized by the OASIS forum, a
coalition of civil society and church groups, and the
Collaborative Group on the Constitution. Though the
conveners of the demonstration had informed the
police in advance, police claimed that the
demonstration was illegal.

B |n November, the government temporarily withdrew
the passport of opposition leader Michael Sata after he
returned from the USA where, in an address to
students, he was allegedly critical of Chinese
investments in Zambia. The Minister of Home Affairs,
Ronnie Shikapwasha, accused him of obtaining the
passport without following procedure.

Legal developments

In July the government introduced the NGO Bill in
Parliament. Among other provisions, the Bill seeks to
empower the Interior Minister to form a board
comprised of eight government representatives and
two representatives from civil society. The Board
would have the power to reject applications for
registration of an NGO if its proposed activities do not
fit with an undefined “national development plan” for
Zambia. Without proper safeguards, there were fears
that some of the provisions of the Bill could be used
by the government to curtail the work of civil society
organizations and restrict their independence. In
August, following pressure from civil society, the
Minister of Justice deferred parliamentary debate on
the Bill to allow for further consultation.

Death penalty

There were no executions in 2007. President Levy
Mwanawasa commuted 97 death sentences to life
imprisonment in August 2007. The commutation was
without prejudice to the right of the prisoners to
appeal for further clemency.
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ZIMBABWE

REPUBLIC OF ZIMBABWE

Head of state and government: Robert Mugabe
Death penalty: aholitionist in practice
Population: 13.2 million
Life expectancy: 40.9 years
Under-5 mortality (m/f): 120/106 per 1,000
Adult literacy: 89.4 per cent

The human rights situation in Zimbabwe continued
to deteriorate in 2007 with an increase in organized
violence and torture, and restrictions on the rights to
freedom of association, assembly and expression.
Hundreds of human rights defenders and members
of the main opposition party, the Movement for
Democratic Change (MDC), were arrested for
participating in peaceful gatherings. Scores were
tortured while in police custody. The economy
continued to decline. About four million people
required food aid due to the declining economy,
erratic rains and shortage of agricultural inputs such
as maize seed and fertilizer. Victims of the 2005
mass forced evictions continued to live in deplorable
conditions, and the government failed to remedy
their situation.

Background

In March the Southern Africa Development Community
(SADC) held an extraordinary summit in Tanzania and
appointed President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa to
facilitate dialogue between the government of Zimbabwe
and the MDC. The dialogue started at a very slow pace
and missed several deadlines. Amnesty International
and local human rights organizations were concerned
about the mediation process’ silence on human rights
violations. The SADC mediation process did not have a
clear strategy for civil participation. While the talks were
ongoing, the police in Zimbabwe continued to target
MDC members and human rights defenders. Following
agreements reached during the talks, in October the
Constitutional Amendment (No.18) Act was passed,
aiming to synchronize presidential, parliamentary and
local government elections and to create a human rights
commission. In December Parliament passed a number
of other Bills in line with agreements reached during the
talks, including the Public Order and Security

Amendment Bill and the Electoral Laws Amendment Bill.
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The economy continued to decline, severely
eroding household incomes and capacity to access
food, health care and education. The World Food
Programme estimated that about four million
Zimbabweans were in need of food aid. Annual
inflation was running at over 7,900 per cent at the
end of September, but the Central Statistical Office
failed to release the October, November and
December figures. In June the government
introduced price controls, ostensibly to arrest
spiralling food prices. This policy resulted in panic
buying and by the beginning of July most goods
including maize meal, the staple diet, could not be
found in shops. During the enforcement of the price
controls the police arrested more than 7,000 business
people for flouting price control regulations. There
were reports of corrupt conduct by price enforcement
agents, including hoarding by state security agents.

Freedom of assembly and association
Throughout the year police imposed severe
restrictions on the rights to freedom of association
and assembly of human rights defenders, students,
trade unionists and members of the MDC. Police
used excessive force to break up peaceful
demonstrations. Detainees in police custody were
tortured, in particular by being beaten severely, and
ill-treated. Repeatedly, detainees were denied access
to lawyers, food and medical care.

On 21 February police in Harare announced a
three-month ban on demonstrations in parts of the
city. This ban appears to have breached Section 27 of
the Public Order and Security Act (POSA), which only
allows police to impose a one-month ban.

While police used excessive force to break up
demonstrations or meetings organized by the MDC
and civil society organizations, there were no reports
of police stopping any meeting or demonstration
organized by the ruling Zimbabwe African National
Union — Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF) party or its partner
organizations, including the Zimbabwe National
Liberation War Veterans Association.

B On 18 February, police in Harare stopped the MDC
from holding a rally at the Zimbabwe grounds in
Highfield, a low-income suburb in Harare. The MDC
faction led by Morgan Tsvangirai had called a rally to
launch its presidential campaign for the 2008
elections. Despite a High Court order obtained by the
MDC on 17 February barring police from blocking the
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rally, police mounted checkpoints to stop people
reaching the venue. At least 50 people were injured,
five of them seriously, when police beat participants at
random. Police first assaulted the MDC supporters with
baton sticks and later used dogs, tear gas and water
canons to disperse them. Injuries were also reported
among the police. Police were also reported to have
gone door to door beating suspected MDC supporters.
On 19 February police arrested several MDC leaders in
Highfield.

B On 11 March at least 50 activists were arrested in
Highfield after attempting to attend a prayer meeting
organized by the Save Zimbabwe Campaign, a
coalition of political parties, civil society organizations
and churches. The meeting was in protest at the
police’s three-month ban on demonstrations in parts of
Harare. Those arrested included MDC faction leaders
Morgan Tsvangirai and Arthur Mutambara; National
Constitutional Assembly (NCA) chairperson Lovemore
Madhuku; and senior MDC members Sekai Holland
and Grace Kwinjeh. They were taken to Machipisa
police station where police kicked them and beat them
with baton sticks. The beatings continued at various
police stations where the detainees were later
transferred. Several activists suffered serious injuries
including fractures and deep skin lacerations. They
were denied access to lawyers and only Lovemore
Madhuku and Morgan Tsvangirai were allowed access
to medical care. Police defied a High Court order to
present the detainees at the High Court on 13 March.
Police also failed to present the detainees before a
magistrate by midday on the same day. Police at
Harare Central police station refused permission for
some of the seriously injured to be transported by
ambulance to court, turning ambulances away. The
detainees spent at least four hours at Rotten Row
magistrate court without anyone attending to them.
Police only allowed the detainees to be taken to hospital
after the intervention of officers from the Attorney
General’s office. At midnight on 13 March the
detainees were taken back to court and released into
the custody of their lawyers.

W On 25 July, at least 200 NCA activists were arrested
by police in Harare after participating in a peaceful
march. They were taken from the NCA offices to Harare
Central police station where they were severely
assaulted by police and unidentified people in plain
clothes. Among those assaulted were two elderly
women aged 68 and 72 who were singled out for
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beating by police and accused of “inciting young
people to demonstrate against the government”. Six
babies were also taken into custody with their mothers.
The mothers were singled out and beaten in front of
their children. The beatings lasted for about six hours
and the activists were released at midnight without
charge. The activists were reportedly made to sing
revolutionary songs denouncing Morgan Tsvangirai. At
least 32 of the activists were later hospitalized and 14
had fractured limbs as a result of the beatings. Among
the injured was a 19-month-old baby who had been
beaten by police with a baton stick.

Women human rights defenders

Members of the women'’s activist organization Women
of Zimbabwe Arise (WOZA) were arrested throughout
the year after engaging in peaceful protest. WOZA
leaders Jenni Williams and Magodonga Mahlangu
were arrested several times and were threatened by
police officials. Some of the threats amounted to
death threats.

B On 6 June, seven WOZA members were arrested in
Bulawayo after participating in a peaceful protest. In
solidarity with the seven detainees Jenni Williams and
Magodonga Mahlangu turned themselves in and were
also detained. Jenni Williams and Magodonga
Mahlangu were charged under the Criminal
Codification Actand released on bail on 9 June. WOZA
members were also reportedly arrested in other parts of
Zimbabwe including Mutare, Masvingo and Filabusi.
B On 1 October about 200 WOZA members were
arrested in Bulawayo after taking partin a peaceful
march protesting against piece-meal constitutional
amendments. They were released without charge.

B On 15 October, 58 WOZA activists peacefully
protesting outside parliament in Harare were arrested
and detained for nine hours at Harare Central police
station. They were released without charge.

B On 6 November police in Harare arrested 98 WOZA
members peacefully marching to protest against
violence and demanding the repeal of repressive laws
such as POSA. The activists were arrested outside
parliament by riot police. They were taken to Harare
Central police station and released seven hours later
without charge.

Extrajudicial executions
On 11 March police in Highfield shot and killed NCA
activist Gift Tandare who was taking part in a protest
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prayer meeting organized by the Save Zimbabwe
Campaign. No independent investigation was
conducted following this incident. Police alleged that
Gift Tandare was part of a group which failed to take
heed of a police warning to disperse. Police later fired
live bullets at mourners during Gift Tandare’s funeral
wake, injuring two mourners. State security agents
reportedly took his body from a local funeral parlour
and forced his relatives to bury it in Mt Darwin at his
rural home.

Torture and other ill-treatment

Reports of people being tortured in police custody
persisted throughout the year. Many torture victims had
been arrested after engaging in peaceful protest or were
MDC members accused by police of involvement in
alleged terrorism attacks and bombings.

B On and around 28 March police rounded up dozens
of MDC workers, activists and senior officials
throughout the country, accusing them of terrorist
activities and petrol bombings. Most of the detainees
were allegedly tortured while in police custody. Thirty-
two of those arrested were later charged and detained
for between two and four months. Philip Katsande, the
MDC'’s Harare province secretary for policy and
research, was among those arrested. He was shot
during arrest as he hid above the ceiling. Police also
allegedly assaulted his wife and children during the
arrest. He was later taken by police to Parirenyatwa
hospital. Paul Madzore, MDC Member of Parliament
for Glen View, was arrested by police from his home
on 28 March. Police arrested other occupants at his
home including children. He was tortured by police at
Harare Central police station. Charges against 30 of
the detainees were later dropped because of
insufficient evidence.

B |n June, six men, including a retired army officer,
appeared in court accused of plotting a coup. Albert
Mugove Mutapo, ex-soldier Nyasha Zivuka, Oncemore
Mudzuradhona, Emmanuel Marara, Patson Mupfure
and Shingirai Matemachani were reportedly tortured.
Their trial was continuing at the end of the year.

Abductions and assaults

MDC members were abducted and assaulted by
people suspected of being state security agents.

B On 18 March Nelson Chamisa, MDC Member of
Parliament for Kuwadzana, was attacked with iron bars
outside Harare International Airport by people believed
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to be state security personnel. He was on his way to
Brussels to attend an EU-ACP joint parliamentary
meeting. By the end of 2007, no one had been arrested
for this assault.

B |n March Last Maengahama, an MDC official, was
abducted by suspected state security agents at
Borrowdale shopping centre in Harare after attending
Gift Tandare’s memorial service. Last Maengahama
was bundled into a truck and assaulted before being
dumped in Mutorashanga, some 100km from Harare.
W On 18 May Cleopas Shiri, the MDC chairperson for
Gweru Urban district, was abducted by four menin a
green Mazda 323 car on his way home from work. He
was blindfolded and taken to a building where he was
tortured, including by having electric rods attached to
his toes. After he passed out, his abductors dumped
him in the bush. Cleopas Shiri later regained
consciousness, managed to reach the road and got a
lift to Bulawayo, where he was hospitalized for a month.
When he returned to Gweru he found that his house
was under surveillance. The surveillance only stopped
after he had complained to the police district
commanding officer.

W On 22 November, at least 22 NCA members were
rounded up by unidentified people and bundled into
two minibuses in Harare’s central business district
area. They were reportedly taken to ZANU-PF’s Harare
provincial offices along Fourth Street where they were
beaten on the soles of their feet with sticks and iron
bars and ordered to maintain stress positions, including
simulating sitting on a chair, for long periods and to roll
on the ground. They were later ordered to mop the floor
of the room and a toilet with bare hands. After the
captors allegedly called the police, the victims were
taken to Harare Central police station where police
charged them with “obstruction of justice” under the
Criminal (Codification and Reform) Act and they were
fined. None of the perpetrators was arrested. Ten of the
victims required hospital treatment.

Rule of law

In October magistrates and prosecutors went on strike
demanding a 900 per cent pay rise. Many judicial
officers’ salaries were below the poverty line, which
compromised the justice system.

On 6 November Attorney-General Sobusa Gula-
Ndebele was arrested on suspicion of “conduct
contrary or inconsistent with duties of a public
officer”. The arrest followed a reported meeting in
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September with former National Merchant Bank
deputy managing director James Andrew Kufakunesu
Mushore, who was wanted by police for foreign
currency offences. The Attorney-General was charged
with contravening Section 174 (1) of the Criminal Law
(Codification and Reform) Act, cautioned and
released. In December President Mugabe suspended
the Attorney General and announced the setting up of
a three-member tribunal to look into allegations that
he had abused his office.

Amnesty International visits/reports

= Amnesty International delegates visited Zimbabwe in February/March,
August, October/November and November/December.

£l Open letter from Amnesty International’s Secretary General Irene Khan
toPresident Robert Mugabe (AFR 46/006/2007)

= Zimbabwe: End harassment, torture and intimidation of opposition
activists (AFR 46/007/2007)

£ Callfor Africa leaders to speak out against brutality in Zimbabwe
(AFR 46/011/2007)

£l Zimbabwe: Human rights in crisis — Shadow report to the African
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (AFR 46/016/2007)

=) Zimbabwe: Between a rock and hard place —women human rights
defenders at risk (AFR 46/017/2007)

£ Zimbabwe: Women at the forefront of challenging government policy
face increasing repression (AFR 46/023/2007)
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Police officers detain an opposition
supporter on 31 December 2007 during
riots at the Kibera slum in Nairobi, Kenya.
There was widespread violence before,
during and after the general elections.
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[ ] o o Afghanistan @ stateisa party
® Y ® ® ® ® Y Albania @ state became partyin 2007
. O signed but not yet ratified
[ J o (] O Algeria o i
O signedin 2007, but not yet ratified
[ Andorra
[ () O Ang0|a 10  Declaration under Article 10 not
recognizing the competence of the
[ ) o o [ ) Antlgua and Barbuda CEDAW Committee to undertake
. confidential inquiries into
o ® o o ® ® Argentma allegations of grave or systematic
e o o o o O Armenia violations
22 Declaration under Article 22
[ ] [ ) [ ) [ ) [ ] Australia recognizing the competence of the
. Committee against Torture (CAT) to
O ® ® ® ® Austria consider individual complaints
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recognizing the competence of the
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O @) Bangladesh 12 Declaration under
Article 12(3) accepting the
[ ) [ ] Barbados jurisdiction of the International
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[ o Belarus -
its territory
O () [ [ [ ) Belgium 124 Declaration under Article 124 not
accepting the jurisdiction of the
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. after ratification
o ® o O ® Benin * Signed the Rome Statute but have
Bhutan since formally declared their
intention not to ratify
o [ o o o [ [ Bolivia = pcceded in 1962 butin 1965
. . denounced the Convention;
® ® ® ® ® ® Bosnia and Herzegovma denunciation took effect on 2 April
e o o ° Botswana 1966
([ [ J ([ ([ ([ [ ] Brazil
Brunei Darussalam
[ J [ [ J Bulgaria
O [ J o [ J [ J Burkina Faso
[ J (] [ Burundi
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([ J [ ] o O [ ] Cambodia @ stateis a party
Y ® ®) Cameroon @ state hecame party in 2007
O signed but not yet ratified
[ o o [ Canada o i
O signedin 2007, but not yet ratified
[ J [ ] O Cape Verde
[ () [} Central African Repubnc 10  Declaration under Article 10 not
recognizing the competence of the
[ ) o o [ ] [ ) Chad CEDAW Committee to undertake
. confidential inquiries into
O ® o ® O Chile allegations of grave or systematic
[ ) () China violations
22 Declaration under Article 22
[ ) [ ) O [ ) o Colombia recognizing the competence of the
Committee against Torture (CAT) to
O ® Comoros consider individual complaints
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recognizing the competence of the
@ [ ) Kiribati CEDAW Committee to undertake
. : . confidential inquiries into
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® ® ® Malawi denunciation took effect on 2 April
Malaysia 1966
(] Maldives
(] [ J o [ J [ J Mali
o [ J (] [ Malta
[ Marshall Islands
[ (] (] Mauritania

Amnesty International Report 2008 349



JusWYSIUNg Jo Juawjeal] SuipeiSaq Jo uewnyuy
‘[aNn19 1310 pue aIn1o JsuleSe UoIjUaAU0Y

UONBUILILIISI [B19BY 10 SLIIO [[f 10 UONBUIWI|T
313 U0 UOIJUBAUOY) |BUOIIRULIBIU]

10114U02 P3UWLIE Ul UBIPIYI JO JUBWSA|OAUI
3l U0 949 8y} 03030j01d [euondQ

(0¥9) P19 Bu3Jo s3Iy
91} U0 UOIJUBAUOY

MMv@30 031030301 euond

(MYQ30) UaLop 1SUIBSE LONLUIWLIISI] J0 S04
|1\ 40 UOIYRUILII[T B} UO UOI}USAUOT

S1yS1Y |eIny|ng pue [B190S ‘OIWOU09T
U0 JUBUBAQY) [BUOIIRUIA)Y|

fyeusd yjeap ay Jo uoryijoqe ay} Je Suiwie
‘4d001 843 031020}01 [eu0Rd( Pudas

4400133 0} |0d0joud [euond (1s11))

(44221) sty (eanijod
PUE 1A U0 JUBUBAOY [BUOIRUIB}Y|

Mauritius

. .22

Mexico

Micronesia

Moldova

[ ] [ Y4

Monaco

Mongolia

[ ] [ Y4

Montenegro

Morocco

Mozambique

Myanmar

[ ]
O
[ ]
®
[ ]
®
[ ]
®

Namibia

Nauru

Nepal

[ ] .22
[ ] .22

O
(

Netherlands

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Niger

Nigeria

Niue

. .22

Norway

Oman

Pakistan

Palau

Panama

Papua New Guinea

[ ] .22
[ ) .22

Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Amnesty International Report 2008

350



o
%
= 8
=
= E
R
= =
o
=]
- - g5
1= S S S v
2 ) — %) o ]
= = o = —— v 2 =
g iE g B i i£Bis
2 2 5 3.£% =3¢
> = @ s3 ' S S =
2 = 2 =28 35 =5 £
2 2B 27 58 2g 2
—_ — P — = — “—
Se 535 25 83 £% 82 B¢
EE€£ ES S & 28 =8 28
=2 23 23 22 22 2§ =3
22 5& 3% §L §L B 22
=25 22 282 28 28 8 EE
o oo o @ f=a-T) o 4> S = S
o © O oz o o= O w»m O w»m = o o= O
o [ ] Mauritius @ stateisa party
® Y ® ® Y ° Mexico @ state hecame party in 2007
. . O signed but not yet ratified
Micronesia o i
O signedin 2007, but not yet ratified
e O o O Moldova
[ O Monaco 10  Declaration under Article 10 not
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[ ) o [ ) ngerla ICC over war crimes for seven years
Ni after ratification
1ue * Signed the Rome Statute but have
O [ ) () ) ® [ Norway since formally declared their
intention not to ratify
O Oman ** Acceded in 1962 but in 1965
Pakist denounced the Convention;
aKistan denunciation took effect on 2 April
Palau 1966
[ [ [ Panama
[ o Papua New Guinea
o [ ] [ O [ ] Paraguay
o [ o [ [ Peru
[ J ® O [ J O Philippines
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28@22
[ ] [ X4

Poland
Portugal

Qatar
Romania

[ ] [ Y4

O

Russian Federation

Rwanda

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Samoa

(
O

San Marino

Sao Tome and Principe

[ ] .28
[ ] .22
[ ] .22
[ ] .22

Saudi Arabia

®
[ ]
O

Senegal

Serbia

Seychelles

Sierra Leone

Singapore

[ ) .22
[ ] .22

Slovakia

Slovenia

Solomon Islands

Somalia
South Africa

[ ] .22
[ ] .22

O
(

Spain
SriLanka

Sudan
Suriname

Swaziland
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o o o [ ] Poland @ stateisa party
9) Y ® Y Portugal @ state became partyin 2007
Qatar O signed but not yet ratified
O signedin 2007, but not yet ratified
O [ ([ ([ ] [ Romania
[ () Russian Federation 10  Declaration under Article 10 not
recognizing the competence of the
[ ) o o [ ] Rwanda CEDAW Committee to undertake
. . . confidential inquiries into
® ® Saint Kitts and Nevis allegations of grave or systematic
O | SaintLucia violations
22 Declaration under Article 22
[ ] [ ) [ ) [ ] Saint Vincent and the Grenadines recognizing the competence of the
Committee against Torture (CAT) to
® ® ® Samoa consider individual complaints
[ San Marino 28  Reservation under Article 28 not
recognizing the competence of the
[ ] [ O O Sao Tome and Prmmpe CAT to undertake confidential
. . inquiries into allegations of
Saudi Arabia systematic torture if warranted
) [ ) () ) () [ ) [ ) Senegal 12 Declaration under
Article 12(3) accepting the
o [ ) [ ) [ ) O [ ) Serbia jurisdiction of the International
Criminal Court (ICC) for crimes in
[ ] [ [ ] O Seychelles I
its territory
O () [ O [ ) Sierra Leone 124 Declaration under Article 124 not
accepting the jurisdiction of the
Singapore ICC over war crimes for seven years
. after ratification
® ® ® ® ® Slovakia * Signed the Rome Statute but have
) [ () ) [ ) Slovenia since formally declared their
intention not to ratify
[ J o O Solomon Islands ** Acceded in 1962 but in 1965
. denounced the Convention;
® ® Somalia denunciation took effect on 2 April
O e e ® South Africa 1966
([ J [ ] o o [ ] Spain
[ SriLanka
[ J ([ O Sudan
[ o Suriname
[ J ([ o ] Swaziland
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[ ] .22
[ ] .22
[ ) .28

Sweden

Switzerland

Syria

Tajikistan

Tanzania

Thailand
Timor-Leste

. .22

Togo

Tonga

Trinidad and Tobago

[ ) .22
[ ] .22

Tunisia

Turkey

Turkmenistan

Tuvalu

Uganda

. .22

Ukraine

United Arab Emirates

United Kingdom

United States of America

. .22

Uruguay
Uzbekistan

Vanuatu

[ ] [ Y4

Venezuela

Viet Nam

Yemen

Zambia

Zimbabwe
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Convention relating to the Status of
Convention relating to the Status of

International Convention on the Protection of the Rights

of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families

SELECTED
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o o o o o [ ] Sweden @ stateisa party
9) Y ® ® Y Switzerland @ state hecame party in 2007
. O signed but not yet ratified
[ ) O Syria o .
O signedin 2007, but not yet ratified
[ J ([ [ [ Tajikistan
[ () [} Tanzania 10  Declaration under Article 10 not
recognizing the competence of the
O Thailand CEDAW Committee to undertake
confidential inquiries into
O ® ® ® ® Timor-Leste allegations of grave or systematic
O [ ) () O Togo violations
g 22 Declaration under Article 22
Tonga recognizing the competence of the
.. Committee against Torture (CAT) to
® ® ® ® Trinidad and TObagO consider individual complaints
[ () ) () Tunisia 28  Reservation under Article 28 not
recognizing the competence of the
O [ ] [ [ ) Tu rkey CAT to undertake confidential
. inquiries into allegations of
® ® Turkmenistan systematic torture if warranted
eclaration under
o o Tuvalu 12 Declaration und
Article 12(3) accepting the
[ ] [ ) [ ) [ ] [ ] Uganda jurisdiction of the International
. Criminal Court (ICC) for crimes in
e O ® O Ukraine -
its territory
O United Arab Emirates 124 Declaration under Article 124 not
accepting the jurisdiction of the
o [ ) o o o [ ) United Klngdom ICC over war crimes for seven years
. . after ratification
*
® O United States of America * Signed the Rome Statute but have
) [ ) o ) () [ ) [ ) Uruguay since formally declared their
intention not to ratify
O Uzbekistan = pcceded in 1962 butin 1965
v t denounced the Convention;
anuatu denunciation took effect on 2 April
® ° Venezuela 1966
Viet Nam
[ J o O Yemen
[ e o [ Zambia
[ J o (] O Zimbabwe
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Algeria

®e O e e O

®e O e o

Angola

Benin

e O e o
e o
e o

Botswana

Burkina Faso

Burundi

®e O e @& O
®

Cameroon

Cape Verde

® O O e
®e O e e O
e o

Central African Republic

Chad
Comoros

®e O e e O

Congo (Republic of)

Cote d’lvoire

® O
® O O O e

e O e o

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Djibouti

Egypt

Equatorial Guinea

®e O e @& O

Eritrea

®e O e @& O

Ethiopia

Gabon
Gambia

Ghana

®e O e o O
® O O @ O
e o
e o

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Kenya

Lesotho

® O O @ O
e o

Liberia

Libya

Madagascar

® O @& O O
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African Charter on Human and Peoples’

Rights (1981)

Protocol to the African Charter on the Establishment of
an African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights (1998)

African Charter on the Rights and

Welfare of the Child (1990)

Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of

Refugee Problems in Africa (1969)

Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’
Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa (2003)

SELECTED
TREATIES

Malawi
Mali
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mozambique
Namibia
Niger
Nigeria
Rwanda
Sahrawi Arab Demaocratic Republic
Sao Tome and Principe
Senegal
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Somalia
South Africa
Sudan
Swaziland
Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia
Uganda
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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e e o O O
e e o o o
®e O e [ ]
e e o o O
e e o o o
e e o o o
[ ] O O
[ ]

e e o o o
®e O e e o
®e O e e O
® O O 0. 0O
e e o o o
® O [ ]

®e O O @ O
e e o o o
e o o o

®e o O e

e e o o O
®e O O e e
®e O e e O

@ stateisaparty

@ state became party in 2007

O signed but not yet ratified

O signed in 2007, but not yet ratified

This chart lists countries that were
members of the African Union at the
end of 2007.
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Antigua and Barbuda

2 O @ @

Argentina

Bahamas

.62

Barbados

Belize

.62

Bolivia

O

> @ o ©

Brazil

Canada

O

> O O @

Chile
Colombia

.62

> @ o ©

CostaRica

Cuba*

Dominica

.62

Dominican Republic

> & o ©

Ecuador
El Salvador

o5
o

Grenada

.62

Guatemala

Guyana

@)

.62

Haiti
Honduras

0°
[ ]

Jamaica

> @ o o

Mexico

> @ O O O @
e o

Nicaragua

@52

Panama
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Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human
Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of
Persons (1994)

Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment
and Eradication of Violence Against Women (1994)
Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (1999)

Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights
Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

to Abolish the Death Penalty (1990)
Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish

American Convention on Human Rights (1969)
Torture (1985)

Paraguay @ @@ @ @ @ e @

Peru | @% e o o o

Saint Kitts and Nevis [

Saint Lucia [

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines ([

Suriname | @%2 e o [

Trinidad and Tobago [ ]

United States of America | O

Uuguay ' @2 @ © @ © @ ©

Venezuela @2 @ @ O [ ) e O [ )

@ stateisaparty

@ state became partyin 2007

O signed but not yet ratified

O signed in 2007, but not yet ratified

This chart lists countries that were
members of the Organization of
American States at the end of 2007.

62 Countries making a Declaration
under Article 62 recognize as
binding the jurisdiction of the
Inter-American Court of Human
Rights (on all matters relating to
the interpretation or application of
the American Convention)

*In 1962 the VIIl Meeting of
Consultation of Ministers of
Foreign Affairs decided to exclude
Cuba from participating in the
Inter-American system.
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[ ]
O

Albania
Andorra

Armenia

O e @

Austria

Azerbaijan

O @0

Belgium

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Bulgaria

Croatia

Cyprus

O e @

Czech Republic

Denmark

O e @

Estonia

Finland

France

Georgia

O e @
O @ O
O e @
O @ 0O
O e @
O O e
O O e
O e @

Germany

Greece

Hungary

Iceland

Ireland

[taly

Latvia

Liechtenstein

Lithuania
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@ state became party in 2007
O signed but not yet ratified

O signed in 2007, but not yet ratified

This chart lists countries that were

members of the Council of Europe at

the end of 2007.
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[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]

Luxembourg

Macedonia

Malta
Moldova

Monaco

Montenegro
Netherlands

Norway
Poland

Portugal

Romania

Russian Federation

San Marino

Serbia

Slovakia

Slovenia

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

Turkey

Ukraine

United Kingdom
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Abu Abdullah, right, in the debris of his

shop in the Sadriyah outdoor market,

Baghdad. Two of his sons were killed in a 'P
suicide bombing on 4 February 2007,

along with at least 130 other people.
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A police officer aims his gun at a woman
as people protest beside a body after a
shootout between police and suspected
drug traffickers at the Complexo do
Alemao favela in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
13 February 2007.
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Algeria ** Amnesty International,
10, rue Mouloud ZADI (face au 113 rue
Didouche Mourad), Alger Centre,
16004 Alger

email: amnestyalgeria@hotmail.com
www.amnestyalgeria.org

Argentina ** Amnistia Internacional,
Av. Rivadavia 2206 - P4A,

C1032ACO Ciudad de Buenos Aires
email: administracion@amnesty.org.ar
www.amnesty.org.ar

Australia ** Amnesty International,
Locked Bag 23, Broadway NSW 2007
email: servicecentre@amnesty.org.au
www.amnesty.org.au

Austria ** Amnesty International,
Moeringgasse 10,

A-1150 Vienna

email: info@amnesty.at
www.amnesty.at

Belgium **

Amnesty International (Flemish-speaking),
Kerkstraat 156, 2060 Antwerpen

email: amnesty@aivl.he

www.aivl.be

Amnesty International (francophone),

Rue Berckmans 9, 1060 Bruxelles

email: aibf@aibf.be

www.aibf.be

Benin ** Amnesty International,

Carré 865, Immeuble Francois Gomez,
Quartier Aidjedo (apres le Centre d’Accueil
en venant de la BIBE),

Cotonou

email: aibenin@leland.bj

Bermuda ** Amnesty International,
PO Box HM 2136, Hamilton HM JX
email: aibda@ibl.bm

Canada **

Amnesty International (English-speaking),
312 Laurier Avenue East, Ottawa,
Ontario, KIN 1H9

email: info@amnesty.ca
www.amnesty.ca

Amnistie Internationale (francophone),
6250 boulevard Monk, Montréal,
Québec, HAE 3H7

email: info@amnistie.ca
www.amnistie.ca

368

Chile ** Amnistia Internacional,
Oficina Nacional, Huelén 164 - Piso 2,
750-0617 Providencia, Santiago
email: info@amnistia.cl
www.amnistia.cl

Cote d’Ivoire *$* Amnesty International,
04 BP 895, Abidjan 04
email: aicotedivoire@yahoo.fr

Denmark ** Amnesty International,
Gammeltorv 8, 5, DK - 1457 Copenhagen K.
email: amnesty@amnesty.dk
www.amnesty.dk

Faroe Islands ** Amnesty International,
Hoydalsvegur 6, F0-100 Térshavn

email: amnesty@amnesty.fo
www.amnesty.fo

Finland ** Amnesty International,
Ruoholahdenkatu 24, D 00180 Helsinki
email: amnesty@amnesty.fi
www.amnesty.fi

France ** Amnesty International,

76 Boulevard de la Villette, 75940 Paris, Cédex 19

email: info@amnesty.fr
www.amnesty.fr

Germany ** Amnesty International,
Heerstrasse 178, 53111 Bonn
email: inffo@amnesty.de
www.amnesty.de

Greece ** Amnesty International,
Sina 30, 106 72 Athens

email: inffo@amnesty.org.gr
www.amnesty.org.gr

Hong Kong ** Amnesty International,

Unit D, 3/F, Best-0-Best Commercial Centre,
32-36 Ferry Street, Kowloon

email: admin-hk@amnesty.org.hk
www.amnesty.org.hk

Iceland «* Amnesty International,
Hafnarstrati 15, 101 Reykjavik
email: amnesty@amnesty.is
www.amnesty.is

Ireland *%* Amnesty International,
1st Floor, Ballast House,

18-21 Westmoreland St, Dublin 2
email: info@amnesty.ie
www.amnesty.ie

Israel ** Amnesty International,
PO Box 14179, Tel Aviv 61141
email: amnesty@netvision.net.il
www.amnesty.org.il
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Italy ** Amnesty International,
Via Giovanni Battista De Rossi, 10,
00161 Roma

email: inffo@amnesty.it
www.amnesty.it

Japan % Amnesty International,

AF Kyodo Bldg., 2-2 Kandanishiki-cho, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 101-0054

email: info@amnesty.or.jp

www.amnesty.or.jp

Korea (Republic of) ¢ Amnesty International,
Gwanghwamun PO Box 2045, Chongno-gu,
Seoul, 110-620

email: info@amnesty.or.kr

www.amnesty.or.kr

Luxembourg ** Amnesty International,
Bofte Postale 1914, 1019 Luxembourg
email: info@amnesty.lu
www.amnesty.lu

Mauritius *%* Amnesty International,
BP 69, Rose-Hill
email: amnestymtius@intnet.mu

Mexico ** Amnistia Internacional,
Insurgentes sur 327 Oficina C,

Col. Hipédromo Condesa, CP 6100, Mexico DF
email: informacion@amnistia.org.mx
www.amnistia.org.mx

Morocco *%* Amnesty International,

281 avenue Mohamed V, Apt. 23, Escalier A,
Rabat

email: amorocco@sections.amnesty.org

Nepal ** Amnesty International,

PO Box 135, Amnesty Marga, Basantanagar,
Balaju, Kathmandu

email: info@amnestynepal.org
www.amnestynepal.org

Netherlands ** Amnesty International,
Keizersgracht 177, 1016 DR Amsterdam
email: amnesty@amnesty.nl
www.amnesty.nl

New Zealand ** Amnesty International,
PO Box 5300, Wellesley Street, Auckland
email: inffo@amnesty.org.nz
www.amnesty.org.nz

Norway ** Amnesty International,
Tordenskiolds gate 6B, 0106 Oslo
email: info@amnesty.no
www.amnesty.no

Peru ** Amnistia Internacional,
Enrique Palacios 735-A, Miraflores, Lima
email: admin-pe@amnesty.org
www.amnistia.org.pe

Amnesty International Report 2008
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Philippines ** Amnesty International,
17-B, Kasing-kasing Street, Corner K-8th,
Kamias, Quezon City 1101

email: section@amnesty.org.ph
www.amnesty.org.ph

Poland % Amnesty International,

ul. Piekna 664, lokal 2, | pigtro, 00-672,
Warszawa

email: amnesty@amnesty.org.pl
www.amnesty.org.pl

Portugal % Amnistia Internacional,

Av. Infante Santo, 42, 2°, 1350 - 179 Lishoa
email: aiportugal@amnistia-internacional.pt
www.amnistia-internacional.pt

Puerto Rico ** Amnistia Internacional,

Calle Robles 54, Oficina 11, Rio Piedras, 00925
email: amnistiapr@amnestypr.org
www.amnistiapr.org

Senegal ** Amnesty International,

35a Boulevard du Général de Gaulle, BP 35269,
Dakar Colobane

email: asenegal@sections.amnesty.org
www.amnesty.sn

Sierra Leone *%* Amnesty International,
PMB 1021, 16 Pademba Road, Freetown
email: aislf@sierratel.sl

Slovenia ** Amnesty International,
Beethovnova 7, 1000 Ljubljana
email: amnesty@amnesty.si
www.amnesty.si

Spain ** Amnistia Internacional,
Fernando VI, 8, 1° izda, 28004 Madrid
email: info@es.amnesty.org
www.es.amnesty.org

Sweden ** Amnesty International,
PO Box 4719, S-11692 Stockholm
email: info@amnesty.se
w.ww.amnesty.se

Switzerland ** Amnesty International,
PO Box, 3001 Berne

email: info@amnesty.ch
www.amnesty.ch

Taiwan ** Amnesty International,
3F., No. 14, Lane 165, Sec. 1,
Sinsheng S. Rd, Da-an District,
Taipei City 10656

email: amnesty.taiwan@gmail.com
www.aitaiwan.org.tw

Togo ** Amnesty International,

2322 Avenue du RPT, Quartier Casablanca,
BP 20013, Lomé

email: aitogo@cafe.tg
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Tunisia ** Amnesty International,

67 Rue Oum Kalthoum, 3eme étage, Escalier B,
1000 Tunis

email: admin-tn@amnesty.org

United Kingdom ** Amnesty International,
The Human Rights Action Centre,

17-25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA
email: sct@amnesty.org.uk
www.amnesty.org.uk

United States of America **
Amnesty International,

5 Penn Plaza, 16th floor, New York,
NY 10001

email: admin-us@aiusa.org
www.amnestyusa.org

Uruguay ** Amnistia Internacional,
Wilson Ferreira Aldunate 1220, CP 11100,
Montevideo

email: oficina@amnistia.org.uy
www.amnistia.org.uy

Venezuela ** Amnistia Internacional,
Edificio Ateneo de Caracas, piso 6,
Plaza Morelos Los Caobos,

Caracas 1010A

email: admin-ve@amnesty.org
www.amnistia.org.ve

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Burkina Faso ** Amnesty International,
303 Rue 9.08, 08 BP 11344,
Ouagadougou 08

email: aiburkina@fasonet.bf

Czech Republic ** Amnesty International,
Provaznicka 3, 110 00, Prague 1

email: amnesty@amnesty.cz
www.amnesty.cz

Hungary ** Amnesty International,
Rézsa u. 44, 11/4, 1064 Budapest
email: info@amnesty.hu
www.amnesty.hu

Malaysia *%* Amnesty International,

E6, 3rd floor, Bangunan Khas,

Jalan 8/1E, 46050 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
email: amnesty@tm.net.my
www.aimalaysia.org
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Moldova ** Amnesty International,
PO Box 209, MD-2012 Chisindu
email: inffo@amnesty.md
www.amnesty.md

Mongolia ** Amnesty International,
PO Box 180, Ulaanbaatar 210648
email: aimncc@magicnet.mn
www.amnesty.mn

Paraguay % Amnistia Internacional,
Tte. Zotti No. 352 casi Emilio Hassler,
Barrio Villa Morra, Asuncion

email: ai-info@py.amnesty.org
WWW.py.amnesty.org

Turkey <& Amnesty International,
Miieyyitzade Mh. Galipdede Cd.
No. 149 Kat:1, D:4, Beyoglu,
Istanbul

email: posta@amnesty.org.tr
www.amnesty.org.tr

Ukraine ** Amnesty International,
vul. Kravchenko, 17, kv.108, Kiev
email: info@amnesty.org.ua
www.amnesty.org.ua

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Bolivia ** Amnistia Internacional,

Calle Tal Tal No. 582, Esquina

Presbitero Medina (zona Sopocachi),

La Paz
email:direccionegjecutiva_aibolivia@ho.amnesty.org
www.bo.amnesty.org

Mali % Amnesty International,

Badala Sema 1, Immeuble MUTEC

(Ex Jiguisseme), Rue 84, porte 14, BP E 3885,
Badalabougou, Bamako

email: amnesty.mali@ikatelnet.net

Slovakia ** Amnesty International,
Karpatska 11, 811 05 Bratislava
email: amnesty@amnesty.sk
www.amnesty.sk

Thailand <* Amnesty International,
641/8 Vara Place, Ladprao Road, Soi 5,
Ladyao, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900
email: inffo@amnesty.or.th
www.amnesty.or.th
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
SPECIAL PROJECTS

There are Amnesty International Special Projects in the following
countries:

Brazil, Croatia, Ecuador, Ghana, India, Kenya, South Africa,
Zimbabwe.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
GROUPS

There are also Amnesty International groups in:

Angola, Aruba, Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Belarus, Botswana,
Cameroon, Cape Verde, Chad, Colombia, Curacao, Dominican
Republic, Egypt, Estonia, Gambia, Guyana, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Liberia, Malta, Mozambique,
Palestinian Authority, Pakistan, Russian Federation, Trinidad and
Tobago, Uganda, Yemen, Zambia.

More information and contact details on both Amnesty
International groups and Amnesty International Special Projects
can be found online at www.amnesty.org.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
OFFICES

International Secretariat (IS)
Amnesty International,

Peter Benenson House,

1 Easton Street,

London WC1X ODW,

United Kingdom

email: amnestyis@amnesty.org
www.amnesty.org

ARABAI (Arabic translation unit)

c/o International Secretariat,

Peter Benenson House, 1 Easton Street,
London WC1X ODW,

United Kingdom

email: arabai@amnesty.org
www.amnesty-arabic.org

Editions Francophones d’Amnesty International (EFAI)
17 Rue du Pont-aux-Choux, 75003 Paris,

France

email: ai-efai@amnesty.org

www.efai.org
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CONTACT

AMNESTY
INTERNATIONAL

Editorial de Amnistia Internacional
(EDAI)

Calle Valderribas 13, 28007 Madrid,
Spain

email: mlleo@amnesty.org
www.edai.org

European Union (EU) Office
Amnesty International,

Rue d’Arlon 37-41, B-1000 Brussels,
Belgium

email: amnesty-eu@aieu.be
www.amnesty-eu.org

IS Beirut — Middle East and North Africa Regional Office
Amnesty International,

PO Box 13-5696, Chouran Beirut 1102 - 2060,

Lebanon

email: mena@amnesty.org

IS Dakar — Development Field Office
Amnesty International,

SICAP Sacré Coeur Pyrotechnie,
Extension No. 25, BP 47582, Dakar,
Senegal

email: Kolaniya@amnesty.org

IS Geneva — UN Representative Office

Amnesty International,

22 Rue du Cendrier, 4éme étage, CH-1201 Geneva,
Switzerland

email: gvunpost@amnesty.org

IS Hong Kong — Asia Pacific Regional Office
Amnesty International,

16/F Siu On Centre, 188 Lockhart Rd, Wanchai,
Hong Kong

email: admin-ap@amnesty.org

IS Kampala — Africa Regional Office

Amnesty International,

Plot 20A Kawalya Kaggwa Close, PO Box 23966, Kampala,
Uganda

email: ai-aro@amnesty.org

IS Moscow — Russia Resource Centre
Amnesty International,

PO Box 212, Moscow 119019,

Russian Federation

email: msk@amnesty.org
www.amnesty.org.ru

IS New York — UN Representative Office
Amnesty International,

777 UN Plaza, 6th Floor, New York, NY 10017,
USA

IS Paris — Research Office

Amnesty International,

76 Boulevard de la Villette, 75940 Paris, Cédex 19,
France

email: pro@amnesty.org

371






;-----II

WHETHER IN A HIGH-PROFILE CONFLICT
ORAFORGOTTEN CORNER OF THE GLOBE,
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGNS
FOR JUSTICE AND FREEDOM FOR ALL AND
SEEKS TO GALVANIZE PUBLIC SUPPORT
TOBUILD ABETTER WORLD

WHAT CANYOU DO?

Activists around the world have shown that it is possible to resist the dangerous
forces that are undermining human rights. Be part of this movement. Combat those
who peddle fear and hate.

® Join Amnesty International and become part of a worldwide movement
campaigning for an end to human rights violations. Help us make a difference.

® Make a donation to support Amnesty International’s work.

Together we can make our voices heard.

| am interested in receiving further information on becoming a member of Amnesty International

name

address

country

email

| wish to make a donation to Amnesty International (donations will be taken in UKE, US$ or euros)

please debit my:VisaD MastercardD
mber 1L IO O ]
expiry date

signature

www.amnesty.org

Please return this form to the Amnesty International office in your country.

(See pages 368-371 for further details of Amnesty International offices worldwide.)

If there is not an Amnesty International office in your country, please return this form to the International Secretariat in London:
Peter Benenson House, 1 Easton Street, London WC1X 0DW, United Kingdom
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Enduring occupation:
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Enduring occupation:
Palestinians under siege
inthe West Bank

More than two million
Palestinians in the West Bank
are hemmed in by a web of
Israeli military checkpoints and
blockades, and a winding 700-
kilometre fence/wall encircling
villages and neighbourhoods
around East Jerusalem. This
report shows how such stringent
restrictions are disproportionate,
discriminatory and violate the

right to freedom of movement.

Format:
Price:
Languages available:

Safe schools:
Every girl’s right

Every day, girls face being
assaulted on their way to school

or inside school premises. Some
are threatened by other students,
offered higher marks by teachers in
exchange for sexual favours, even
raped in the staff room. Every girl
has a right to education in a safe
environment. In this illustrated
book, which draws on examples
from around the world, we demand
that states take immediate action

to make schools safe for girls.

ISBN: 978-0-86210-434-4
Format:

Price:

Languages available:
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USA: Close Guantanamo —
symbol of injustice

Hundreds of men of different
nationalities have been
transported to the USA’s offshore
prison camp at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba. The first detainees arrived
in January 2002. Six years on,
hundreds are still there. Many
have been tortured or ill-treated.
All, in Amnesty International’s

opinion, are unlawfully detained.

ISBN: 978-0-86210-420-7
Format:

Price:

Languages available:



Iran: The last executioner
of children

Iran is the world’s last official
executioner of children. This
report draws attention to this
grave and long-standing violation
of human rights. It supports the
valiant efforts by activists in Iran
to stop child executions and end
the use of the death penalty for

child offenders.

Format:
Price:
Languages available:

Afghanistan: Detainees
transferred to torture:
ISAF complicity?

Hundreds of Afghans have been

detained by the International

Security Assistance Force (ISAF)

—comprising military personnel

from 37 countries — during the

ongoing conflict in Afghanistan.

This report documents the failure

of ISAF states to uphold basic
principles of international
humanitarian and human rights
law in transferring detainees to

Afghan authorities.

Format:
Languages available:

Available online only.
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Persecution and
resistance: Human
rights defenders
in Guatemala and
Honduras

Human rights defenders in
Honduras and Guatemala risk
serious human rights violations,
including killings, attacks, threats
and intimidation, while trying to

carry out their work.

Format:
Price:
Languages available:



Still separate, still
unequal: Violations of
the right to education
of Romani children

in Slovakia

Romani children in Slovakia
continue to be segregated and,
in practice, provided an inferior
education. But as this report
shows, the underlying causes of
violations of Romani children’s
right to education have not been
effectively or consistently
tackled.

Format:
Price:
Languages available:

Poems from
Guantanamo —The
detainees speak

A collection of poems written
“behind the wire” by detainees
held in the US military detention
centre in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.
Now translated by Amnesty
International into Arabic, the book
includes an introduction by the
editor, explaining the extraordinary
process he went through to secure
the release of these poems by

the US authorities. The original
English hardback edition is
published by University of lowa
Press, edited by Marc Falkoff.

ISBN: 978-9953-71-292-5
Format: Price:
Publisher:

Zimbabwe: Between a
rock and a hard place

Hundreds of Zimbabwean women
activists are confronting the
government in response to grave
violations of economic and social
rights. They demand respect for
their own human rights and those
of their communities. Being both
awoman and a human rights
defender compounds the

violations faced by these activists.

Format:
Price:
Languages available:



INDEX OF SELECTED TOPICS*
A

abductions

(see also: armed groups)

Afghanistan 46; Central African Republic 88-9; Chad 91; Palestinian
Authority 233-4; Russian Federation 249; Serbia 262-3; Zimbabwe 335
HOSTAGE-TAKING

Colombia 99-100; Pakistan 229-30

anti-terrorism

(see also: counter terror, “war on terror”)
Canada 83; Chile 90; Egypt 115, 116; El Salvador 118-20,
Japan 171; Myanmar 213-4; Philippines 236; Turkey 300-1

arhitrary arrests and detentions

(see also: detention)

Bahrain 62; Bangladesh 64; Burundi 80; Cambodia 83-84; Cuba 107;
Equatorial Guinea 123; Gambia 134; Guinea 144-5; Iraq 162; Mexico 206;
Mozambique 215; Niger 224; Pakistan 229; Palestinian Authority 234;
Paraguay 237; Philippines 240; Sri Lanka 279; Sudan 282-3; Syria 288-9;
Thailand 295

armed groups

(see also: abductions, armed conflict, killings)

Afghanistan 46-7; Burundi 80-1; Central African Republic 87-8;

Chad 90; Colombia 97-8; Democratic Republic of the Congo 111-2;
Ethiopia 127-9; Guinea 144; Iraq 161; Kenya 178; Lebanon 189;
Macedonia 197; Nepal 221; Nigeria 226; Pakistan 230-1; Palestinian
Authority 232-3, 235; Papua New Guinea 236; Philippines 240; Russian
Federation 248-50; Somalia 270-1; Spain 277; Sudan 280-82; Thailand
294-5

armed conflict

(see also: armed groups, child soldiers, violence against women)
Middle East and North Africa overview 35-6; Afghanistan 46;

Colombia 97, 99-100; Cdte d'lvoire 103; Ethiopia 129; Iraq 161;
Israel/OPT 167; Kenya 178; Lebanon 189; Mali 201; Pakistan 228, 230-1;
Palestinian Authority 232-3, 235; Russian Federation 249-50; Senegal 258;
Somalia 270; Sri Lanka 279; Sudan 280-1; Uganda 307

arms trade
Austria 58; Belgium 68; Ireland 165-6; Venezuela 327

asylum-seekers

(see also: refugees)

Africa overview 8-9; Europe and Central Asia overview 28; Australia 57;
Austria 57-8; Bahamas 61; Belgium 67-8; Bulgaria 78-9; Cambodia 84;
Canada 87; China 96; Congo (Republic of) 102; Denmark 114; Egypt 121;
Eritrea 126; Finland 131-2; France 132-3; Greece 140; Hungary 150-1;
Italy 171; Japan 174; Kazakstan 177; Kenya 178; Korea (Democratic
People's Republic of) 180; Kyrgyzstan 185; Laos 186-7; Libya 194;
Malaysia 200; Malta 201-2; Morocco/Western Sahara 213-4; Poland 242;
Slovakia 267; South Africa 272-3; Spain 276; Sweden 287; Switzerland 287-8;
Thailand 295-6; Turkey 304; Uganda 308; Ukraine 310; United Kingdom 316

C

children’s rights

(see also: child soldiers, discrimination, violence against
women)

Africa overview 5-6; Chad 90; Haiti 146-7; Honduras 148; Iraq 162;
Jamaica 172; Macedonia 197; Namibia 219; Pakistan 230-1; Spain 276;
Swaziland 285; Uruguay 322

DEATH PENALTY

Iran 160; Saudi Arabia 257

TRAFFICKING

Albania 48; Guinea-Bissau 146; Macedonia 197

318

child soldiers
(see also: armed conflict, children’s rights)
Chad 90; Democratic Republic of the Congo 112; Sri Lanka 278

conscientious objection
(see also: freedom of expression, prisoners of conscience)
Finland 132; Greece 142; Turkey 304; Turkmenistan 305-6

counter-terror

(see also: anti-terrorism, “war on terror”, renditions)
Algeria 50; Bahrain 62; El Salvador 122; Germany 137; Mauritania 203;
Morocco/Western Sahara 213; Saudi Arabia 255; Spain 277; United
Kingdom 313-4

cruel, inhuman and degrading punishments

(see also: torture and other ill-treatment, Death penalty)
Middle East and North Africa overview 37; Fiji 130; Iran 159; Malaysia
199-200; Pakistan 231; Qatar 244-5; Saudi Arabia 257; Singapore 265;
United Arab Emirates 312; Yemen 331

D
death penalty

(see also: cruel, inhuman and degrading punishments)

Africa overview 8-9; Americas overview 13-4; Asia-Pacific overview 21-2;
Europe and Central Asia overview 29; Middle East and North Africa
overview 38-9; Afghanistan 46; Albania 48; Algeria 52; Bahamas 61;
Bahrain 62; Bangladesh 64; Belarus 66; Bosnia and Herzegovina 72;
Burundi 79; Canada 86; China 93, 95; Congo (Republic of) 102; Cuba
107; Egypt 120; Equatorial Guinea 123; Ethiopia 129; France 133; Gambia
135; Georgia 136; Ghana 139; Guatemala 143; Guinea 145; India 154;
Indonesia 155; Iran 159-160; Iraq 160, 162; Jamaica 172; Japan 173;
Jordan 175; Kazakstan 176; Kenya 179; Korea (Democratic People's
Republic of) 180; Korea (Republic of) 181; Kuwait 183; Kyrgyzstan 185;
Laos 185; Lebanon 189; Libya 194; Malawi 198; Malaysia 200; Mali 201;
Mongolia 209; Nigeria 225; Pakistan 231; Peru 237; Poland 242; Qatar
245; Rwanda 251, 252; Saudi Arabia 257; Sierra Leone 264; Singapore
265; Somalia 271; Sudan 282; Swaziland 285; Syria 290; Taiwan 291;
Tanzania 293; Thailand 295; Trinidad and Tobago 298; Tunisia 301; Uganda
308; United Arab Emirates 312; United States of America 316, 319;
Uzbekistan 322, 325; Vietnam 328; Yemen 331; Zambia 332

CHILDREN

Iran 160; Saudi Arabia 257

deaths in custody

Angola 53; Armenia 56; Austria 58; Bangladesh 63; Germany 138;

Greece 140; Kyrgyzstan 184; Malaysia 199; Myanmar 217; Saudi Arabia 257;
Senegal 258; Syria 290; United Kingdom 315

detention

(see also: arbitrary arrests and detentions, police and
security forces, torture and other ill-treatment, cruel
inhuman and degrading punishment)

Middle East and North Africa overview 37; Algeria 50; Angola 53; Bahrain 62;
Bangladesh 63; Burundi 79-80, 81; Cameroon 84; China 93; Congo
(Republic of) 101; Cuba 103; Cyprus 107-8; Egypt 118-19; Equatorial
Guinea 122-3; Eritrea 124-5; Estonia 126; Gambia 134; Greece 140;
Guinea 144; Hungary 150; Iran 159; Iraq 161; Ireland 164; Israel/OPT 166-7;
Italy 171; Japan 173; Jordan 175; Kyrgyzstan 184; Lebanon 189;

Libya 193-4; Malaysia 199; Malta 201; Mexico 205-6; Mozambique 214;
Myanmar 216-7; Niger 223; Pakistan 228; Palestinian Authority 233-4;
Paraguay 236; Philippines 239; Poland 240-1; Romania 245-6;

Rwanda 253; Senegal 258; Sierra Leone 264; Singapore 265;

Somalia 269; Sri Lanka 278; Sudan 281; Syria 288-9; Thailand 294;
United Arab Emirates 311-2

disappearances
(see enforced disappearances)
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discrimination

(see also: children’s rights, Indigenous Peoples,

violence against women)

Algeria 51; Australia 56; Belarus 66; Bosnia and Herzegovina 72;
Bulgaria 77; Chile 92; Congo (Republic of) 102; Croatia 105-6; Czech
Republic 108-9; Denmark 114; Dominican Republic 115; Egypt 120;
Estonia 126, 127; Hungary 150; India 152-3; Iran 158; Italy 171; Korea
(Republic of) 182; Malaysia 200; Mexico 206; Pakistan 230; Paraguay 236;
Romania 246; Serbia 260, 263; Slovakia 266, 267; Slovenia 268; Syria
290; Viet Nam 329

LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER PEOPLE

Europe and Central Asia overview 29; Cameroon 84; China 96; Hungary 150;
Indonesia 155; Jamaica 172; Latvia 188; Lithuania 195-6; Malaysia 200;
Moldova 209; Morocco/Western Sahara 213; Nigeria 227; Poland 241;
Romania 246; Russian Federation 249; Uganda 308

RACISM

Europe and Central Asia overview 31-2; Belgium 67; Estonia 127;
Kazakstan 177; Laos 185-6; Latvia 188; Lithuania 196; Macedonia 197;
Netherlands 221-2; Puerto Rico 244; Russian Federation 251; Slovakia 266;
Switzerland 287; Ukraine 310-1; United States of America 319

ROMA

Bosnia and Herzegovina 72-3; Bulgaria 78; Croatia 106; Czech Republic 109;
Greece 142; Hungary 150; Italy 171-2; Montenegro 21; Romania 246;
Serbia 261; Slovakia 266-7; Slovenia 269

WOMEN

China 94; Indonesia 155-6; Iran 157-8; Ireland 165; Lebanon 190;

Libya 194; Morocco/Western Sahara 213; Netherlands 222; Poland 242;
Saudi Arabia 256; Syria 289-90; Yemen 331

E

economic social and cultural rights

(see also: housing, forced evictions, discrimination,

maternal health, land rights)

Africa overview 4; Americas overview 17-8; Asia-Pacific overview 20-1;
Europe and Central Asia overview 27; Middle East and North Africa
overview 33-34; Angola 52-3; Argentina 55; Azerbaijan 58-9; Cambodia 83;
Czech Republic 108-9; Dominican Republic 115; Ecuador 116; Equatorial
Guinea 123-4; Ghana 139; Guatemala 142; India 151-2; Indonesia 154;
Kazakstan 177; Kenya 179; Nigeria 226; Peru 237; Slovakia 265; South
Africa 271

enforced disappearances

Algeria 50-1; Bosnia and Herzegovina 71; Chad 91; Korea (Democratic
People's Republic of) 180; Macedonia 196; Mexico 205; Montenegro 210;
Myanmar 217; Pakistan 229; Philippines 238-9; Russian Federation 249;
Rwanda 254; Serbia 260, 262; Sri Lanka 278; Syria 290; Thailand 294

excessive use of force

Azerbaijan 59; Bahamas 61; Benin 69; Fiji 130; Georgia 137; Honduras 148;
Hungary 149-50; Italy 171; Malaysia 199; Mauritania 203; Mexico 205;
Myanmar 216; Pakistan 230; Rwanda 252; South Africa 273; Turkey 304

extrajudicial executions

(see also: killings)

Brazil 74; Colombia 97, 100-1; Macedonia 196; Montenegro 210;
Mozambique 214; Nigeria 226; Philippines 238; Russian Federation 247;
Venezuela 326; Zimbabwe 334

F

forced evictions

(see also: economic, social and cultural rights, housing)
Angola 52-3; Cambodia 83; Czech Republic 108-9; Dominican
Republic 115; Equatorial Guinea 123-4; Ghana 139; Guatemala 142;
Kenya 179; Nigeria 227; Slovakia 266
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freedom of expression

(see also: conscientious objection, prisoners of conscience,
political prisoners, human rights defenders)

Africa overview 9-10; Asia-Pacific overview 21-2; Europe and Central Asia
overview 31-2; Middle East and North Africa overview 38; Afghanistan 46-7;
Algeria 51; Angola 53-4; Armenia 55; Azerbaijan 58-9; Bahrain 61;
Bangladesh 64; Belarus 65; Bolivia 69; Burundi 81-2; Cameroon 85;
Central African Republic 89; Chad 91; China 94; Cuba 106; Dominican
Republic 115; Egypt 120; Eritrea 124; Ethiopia 128; Fiji 130; Gambia 134-5;
Guinea 144; Guinea-Bissau 145; Haiti 147; Indonesia 154-5; Iran 157;
Jordan 175; Kenya 178-9; Korea (Democratic People's Republic of) 180;
Korea (Republic of) 181; Kuwait 183; Kyrgyzstan 184-5; Liberia 192;
Libya 193; Malaysia 200; Mali 200-1; Mexico 206; Moldova 208;
Myanmar 215-16; Namibia 219; Nepal 221; Niger 224; Nigeria 227;
Pakistan 230; Paraguay 236-7; Poland 241; Russian Federation 248;
Rwanda 252; Senegal 258; Sierra Leone 263-4; Singapore 265; Somalia 270;
Sri Lanka 279; Sudan 283; Syria 289; Taiwan 291; Tanzania 293;
Thailand 295; Togo 297; Tunisia 300; Turkey 302; Turkmenistan 305;
Uganda 307; United Arab Emirates 312; Viet Nam 327; Yemen 330;
Zambia 332

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS

Finland 131; Greece 141; Turkey 304; Turkmenistan 305-6

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

Jordan 175; Kyrgyzstan 184; Singapore 265; Zambia 331; Zimbabwe 333-4
FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION

Belarus 65-6; Cuba 106; Jordan 175; Viet Nam 327-8; Zimbabwe 333-4
FREEDOM OF RELIGION

China 94; Egypt 120; Eritrea 124; Iran 158-9; Malaysia 200; Tajikistan 292;
Tunisia 301

H
health

(see also: economic, social and cultural rights, HIV/AIDS,
maternal health)

Indonesia 156; Ireland 164; Laos 186; Mongolia 209; Nicaragua 222;
Paraguay 236; Peru 238; Romania 246; Uruguay 322

MENTAL HEALTH CARE

Bulgaria 78-9; Czech Republic 109; Romania 246-7

HIV/AIDS

(see also: economic, social and cultural rights, health)

Africa overview 4; Americas overview 18; Asia-Pacific overview 24; Brazil 75;
Burundi 81; Estonia 126; Fiji 130; Gambia 135; Indonesia 155, 156;
Jamaica 173; Libya 194; Malawi 199; Mexico 204; Moldova 208; Papua
New Guinea 236; South Africa 272-4; Swaziland 284-5; Uganda 307

housing

(see also: economic, social and cultural rights, forced
evictions, land rights)

Albania 49; Angola 52; Czech Republic 108-9; Dominican Republic 115;
Equatorial Guinea 123-4; Fiji 130; France 133; Slovakia 267; United
States of America 321

human rights defenders

(see also: freedom of expression, prisoners of conscience)
Africa overview 9-10; Americas overview 12; Asia-Pacific overview 22-3,
Europe and Central Asia overview 31-2; Middle East and North Africa
overview 40; Angola 53-4; 25; Azerbaijan 59-60; Bahrain 62; Bangladesh 64;
Brazil 77; Cambodia 83-4; China 94; Colombia 100-1; Congo (Republic of
the) 102; Cyprus 108; Democratic Republic of the Congo 113; Egypt 120;
Ethiopia 128-9; Greece 141; Guatemala 143; Guinea-Bissau 146; Haiti 148;
Honduras 148-9; Iran 157-8; Mexico 206; Montenegro 211;
Morocco/Western Sahara 212; Nepal 221; Nigeria 227; Peru 238; Russian
Federation 248-9; Rwanda 253; Serbia 261; Somalia 270-1; Syria 290;
Thailand 295; Tunisia 301; Turkey 303; Uzbekistan 324-5; Venezuela 327;
Zimbabwe 334
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impunity

Africa overview 5-6; Americas overview 15-6; Europe and Central Asia
overview 29; Afghanistan 45-6; Algeria 50-1; Argentina 54-5; Armenia 56;
Brazil 77; Chile 92-3; Colombia 98-9; Democratic Republic of

the Congo 113; El Salvador 122; Gambia 135; Guatemala 143; Haiti 147-
8; India 153-4; Indonesia 156; Israel/OPT 168; Kenya 178; Lebanon 191;
Libya 195; Mexico 205; Montenegro 210-1; Nepal 220-1; Palestinian
Authority 233-4; Peru 238; Russian Federation 250; Serbia 261-2; South
Africa 274; Spain 278; Sri Lanka 279; Tanzania 294; Thailand 295; Timor-
Leste 297; Togo 298; Turkey 303; Ukraine 311; Uruguay 322

Indigenous Peoples

(see also: discrimination)

Argentina 55; Australia 56-7; Brazil 76-7; Canada 86; Chile 93;
Colombia 100; Nepal 221; Paraguay 237

internally displaced people

Azerbaijan 60; Bosnia and Herzegovina 72; Central African Republic 89;
Chad 92; Democratic Republic of the Congo 111; Iraq 163; Kenya 179;
Nepal 221; Russian Federation 250; Somalia 271; Sri Lanka 279;
Timor-Leste 297; Uganda 308

international justice

Bosnia and Herzegovina 70; Democratic Republic of the Congo 113;
Moldova 209; Namibia 219; Russian Federation 251; Rwanda 254;
Senegal 259; Sierra Leone 263-4; Somalia 270; United Arab Emirates 313;
Zimbabwe 335-6

WAR CRIMES

Bosnia and Herzegovina 70-1; Croatia 105; Liberia 192; Macedonia 196-7;
Montenegro 210; Rwanda 253-4; Serbia 260

J

justice system

(see also: unfair trials, detention)

Americas overview 15-6; Afghanistan 45; Bangladesh 65; Burundi 81;
Cambodia 83; China 94; Cuba 107; Democratic Republic of the Congo 113;
Egypt 119; Fiji 131; France 134; Gambia 134; Georgia 137; Haiti 147;
Ireland 166; Israel/OPT 167; Liberia 192; Malaysia 199; Mauritania 203;
Mexico 206; Nepal 220-1; Nigeria 227; Pakistan 228-9; Philippines 240;
Saudi Arabia 255; Sierra Leone 263-4, 265; Somalia 270; Swaziland 284-5;
Thailand 295; Timor-Leste 297; Trinidad and Tobago 299; Tunisia 300;
United States of America 319; Uruguay 322; Zambia 332; Zimbabwe 335-6

K
killings

(see also: armed conflict, extrajudicial executions, police
and security forces)

Afghanistan 46-7; Cambodia 83; Honduras 149; Lebanon 189; Myanmar
216-7; Pakistan 230-1; Trinidad and Tobago 298-9; Turkey 304
UNLAWFUL KILLINGS

Central African Republic 87-8; Chad 90; Democratic Republic of the
Congo 111-2;

POLITICAL KILLINGS

Algeria 50; Serbia 261

L
land rights

(see also: economic, social and cultural rights, housing)
Argentina 55; Brazil 76-7; Guatemala 143; Indonesia 155; Kazakstan 177
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maternal health

(see also: economic, social and cultural rights, health,
violence against women)

Indonesia 156; Mexico 205; Nicaragua 223; Paraguay 236-7; Peru 237-8;
Uruguay 322

migrants rights

(see also: refugees and asylum-seekers)

Africa overview 8-9; Europe and Central Asia overview 28; Middle East
and North Africa overview 39-40; Algeria 51; Bahamas 61; Belgium 67-8;
France 132-3; Germany 138-9; Greece 140; ltaly 171; Korea (Republic of)
182; Libya 194; Malta 201-2; Mexico 207; Morocco/Western Sahara 213-4;
Netherlands 222-3; Portugal 242; South Africa 272-3; Spain 276-7;
Switzerland 287-8; Tanzania 293

MIGRANT WORKERS

Jordan 176; Korea (Republic of) 182; Kuwait 183; Malaysia 200; Qatar
245; United Arab Emirates 313

P

police and security forces

(see also: deaths in custody, detention, excessive

use of force)

Angola 53; Argentina 55; Brazil 74-5; Georgia 136-7; Kenya 178;
Malaysia 199; Papua New Guinea 234; Sierra Leone 264; Switzerland 287;
Timor-Leste 296-7; Trinidad and Tobago 298

KILLINGS

Cameroon 85-6; Canada 87; Central African Republic 88; Colombia 97;
Dominican Republic 116; El Salvador 122; Fiji 130; Guinea 144;

Iraq 161, 162; Jamaica 172; Myanmar 216-7; Niger 224;

Puerto Rico 243-4; Turkey 304; United Kingdom 315-6; Yemen 330
TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT

Albania 49; Austria 58; Azerbaijan 59; Bangladesh 63-4; Bosnia and
Herzegovina 72; Brazil 75; Burundi 80; Czech Republic 109-10; Democratic
Republic of the Congo 111; Ecuador 116-17; Egypt 119-20; Equatorial
Guinea 123-4; Estonia 127; Ethiopia 129; Fiji 130; France 133; Greece 140-1;
Georgia 136-7; Hungary 149-50; Ireland 165; Iraq 162, 163; Israel/OPT 168;
Japan 174; Jordan 175; Kyrgyzstan 184; Macedonia 197; Mauritania 203;
Mexico 205; Moldova 207-8; Montenegro 211; Namibia 218; Nepal 221;
Niger 224; Nigeria 226; Pakistan 229; Paraguay 237; Portugal 243;
Russian Federation 251; Rwanda 252; Saudi Arabia 257; Senegal 258;
Slovakia 268; South Africa 273; Spain 275-6; Sudan 282-3; Syria 289;
Thailand 296; Tunisia 300; Turkey 304; Uganda 308; Ukraine 309-10;
United States of America 318-9; Uzbekistan 325; Yemen 331; Zimbabwe 335

political prisoners

(see also: freedom of expression, prisoners of conscience)
Eritrea 125-6; Ethiopia 128-9; Korea (Democratic People’s Republic of)
181; Laos 187; Rwanda 254; Syria 288-9; Tunisia 300; Yemen 330
POLITICAL PERSECUTION

Algeria 50; Congo (Republic of) 102; Montenegro 211; Myanmar 217;
Philippines 239-40; Turkmenistan 305-6

prison conditions

Albania 48-9; Angola 53; Argentina 55; Benin 69; Brazil 75; Burundi 81-2;
Cameroon 85-6; Congo (Republic of) 102; Eritrea 125; Greece 141; Iran
159; Ireland 164-5; Korea (Democratic People's Republic of) 181; Laos
187; Malawi 198-9; Myanmar 217-8; Nigeria 227; Peru 238; Rwanda 254;
South Africa 273-4; Tanzania 293-4; Tunisia 300-1; Turkey 304
PRISONERS HELD INCOMMUNICADO

Turkmenistan 306; United Arab Emirates 312-3
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prisoners of conscience

(see also: freedom of expression, human rights defenders)
Armenia 56; Azerbaijan 59; Bangladesh 64; Cuba 106-7; Egypt 120;
Ethiopia 1289; Equatorial Guinea 122-3; Eritrea 124-5; Ethiopia 127-9;
Finland 132; Indonesia 154; Iran 157-8; Korea (Republic of); Laos 187;
Libya 194; Mauritania 203; Mexico 206; Morocco/Western Sahara 212;
Myanmar 217; Niger 224; Russian Federation 249; Saudi Arabia 255-6;
Serbia 261; Somalia 271; Sudan 280, 283; Syria 288, 290; Tunisia 299;
United States of America 317, 319; Viet Nam 328-9; Yemen 330;

R

refugees

(see also: asylum-seekers)

Africa overview 8-9; Europe and Central Asia overview 28; Middle East
and North Africa overview 39-40; Algeria 51; Australia 57; Austria 57-8;
Belgium 67-8; Bosnia and Herzegovina 72; Bulgaria 78-9; Burundi 82;
Cambodia 84; Canada 87; Central African Republic 89; Chad 92; China 96;
Croatia 105; Denmark 114; Egypt 121; Eritrea 126; Finland 131-2;
France 132-3; Germany 138-9; Greece 140; Iraq 163; Italy 171;

Japan 174; Jordan 176; Kazakstan 177; Kenya 178; Korea (Democratic
People's Republic of) 180; Kyrgyzstan 185; Laos 186-7; Lebanon 190;
Libya 194; Macedonia 198; Malaysia 200; Malta 201-2; Montenegro 211;
Morocco/Western Sahara 213-4; Nepal 221-2; Poland 242; Slovakia 267;
Somalia 271; South Africa 272-3; Sweden 287; Switzerland 287-8;
Thailand 295-6; Turkey 304; Uganda 308; Ukraine 310; United Kingdom 316

renditions

(see also: counter-terror, “war on terror”)

Canada 86; Czech Republic 110; Europe and Central Asia overview 27;
Germany 137-8; Ireland 165; Italy 169-70; Poland 241; Romania 246;
United Kingdom 314-5

S

slavery

Bosnia and Herzegovina 71; Japan 174; Mauritania 204; Sierra Leone 264
FORCED LABOUR

Brazil 76; Mongolia 210; Myanmar 217; United Arab Emirates 313

T

torture and other ill-treatment

(see also: police and security forces, prison conditions,
excessive use of force, detention)

Middle East and North Africa overview 27; Afghanistan 46; Albania 49;
Azerbaijan 59; Bosnia and Herzegovina 72; Brazil 75; Burundi 80; China 94;
Democratic Republic of the Congo 112; Denmark 114; Egypt 119-20;
Equatorial Guinea 123; Eritrea 126; Guinea 145; Iran 159; Iraq 162;
Israel/OPT 168; Italy 170-1; Japan 174; Jordan 175; Kyrgyzstan 184;
Lebanon 189-90; Moldova 207-8; Mongolia 210; Montenegro 211;
Myanmar 218; Namibia 219; Nigeria 226; Palestinian Authority 234;
Russian Federation 251; Togo 298; Tunisia 300; Turkey 304; Uganda 308;
United Arab Emirates 312; United States of America 318-9

trafficking

(see also: violence against women)

Europe and Central Asia overview 30-1; Albania 48; Dominican

Republic 115-6; Finland 132; Greece 141; Macedonia 198; Montenegro 211;
United Kingdom 316

transitional justice

Burundi 82; Liberia 192; Morocco/Western Sahara 214; Nepal 220-1;
Sierra Leone 265
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U

unfair trials

Equatorial Guinea 124; Israel/OPT 167; Mexico 206; Russian Federation 251;
Serbia 262; Sudan 283; Swaziland 285; Turkey 303; Viet Nam 329;
Yemen 330

V

violence against women

(see also: discrimination, human rights defenders,

maternal health)

Africa overview 7-8; Americas overview 14-15; Asia-Pacific overview 24;
Europe and Central Asia overview 30; Middle East and North Africa
overview 39; Afghanistan 47; Albania 48; Algeria 51-2; Angola 54;
Australia 57; Bahamas 61; Bangladesh 65; Belarus 67; Bosnia and
Herzegovina 73; Brazil 75; Burundi 81; Canada 87; Chad 90-1; Chile 93;
China 96; Colombia 100; Céte d'lvoire 103; Croatia 106; Democratic
Republic of Congo 111-12; Dominican Republic 115; Egypt 120; Fiji 131;
Finland 131; Georgia 136; Ghana 139; Greece 142; Guatemala 143;
Guinea 145; Haiti 147; Honduras 149; Hungary 150; Indonesia 156; Iraq 163;
Ireland 165; Jamaica 173; Japan 174; Jordan 175; Kenya 179; Lebanon 190;
Liberia 192; Macedonia 198; Mexico 206; Moldova 208; Mongolia 210;
Morocco/Western Sahara 214; Namibia 219; Nigeria 226-7; Pakistan 231;
Palestinian Authority 235; Papua New Guinea 236; Portugal 243; Qatar 245;
Russian Federation 251; Saudi Arabia 256; Serbia 261, 263;

Sierra Leone 264-5; Slovakia 267; Somalia 271; South Africa 274-5;
Spain 277; Sudan 282; Swaziland 285-6; Switzerland 288; Syria 290;
Taiwan 292; Tanzania 293; Turkey 304; Uganda 308; Ukraine 311;

United Kingdom 316; United States of America 321; Uruguay 322;
Venezuela 327; Yemen 331

'HONOUR KILLINGS'

Pakistan 231; Palestinian Authority 235

VIOLENCE AGAINST GIRLS

Africa overview 7-8; Haiti 147; Jamaica 173; Macedonia 198; Namibia 219;
Pakistan 231

UN PEACEKEEPING FORCES

Céte d'lvoire 103; Haiti 147

w

‘'war on terror'

Africa overview 9; Americas overview 12-3; Middle East and North Africa
overview 36-7; Australia 57; Bahrain 62; Belgium 68; Bosnia and
Herzegovina 72; Canada 86; Denmark 114; Egypt 118; Ethiopia 129;
France 133; Italy 169-70; Jordan 175; Kenya 178-9; Kuwait 183; Libya 194;
Macedonia 197; Netherlands 222; Poland 241; Portugal 243; Qatar 245;
Romania 246; Saudi Arabia 256; Slovakia 267-8; Somalia 271; Spain 277-8;
Sweden 286; Syria 290; Tajikistan 293; Tunisia 299-300;

United Kingdom 313-5; United States of America 317-8; Yemen 330;
GUANTANAMO BAY

Americas overview 12-3; Middle East and North Africa overview 34-5;
Australia 57, 316; Canada 86; Jordan 175; United Kingdom 314; United
States of America 317-8

workers’ rights
Egypt 120; Jordan 176; Korea (Republic of) 182; Kuwait 183; Malaysia
200; Nicaragua 223; Qatar 245; United Arab Emirates 313

* This is an index of topics based around the subheadings
that appear in the A-Z of country entries. It should be used
hy the reader only as a navigational tool, not as a statement
of Amnesty International’s human rights concerns in a
particular country or territory.
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An opposition supporter is taken away by
police in Islamabad, Pakistan, 9 November
2007. Thousands of people, including
human rights activists, were arbitrarily
detained during a period of emergency

rule leading up to elections.
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In the 60th anniversary year of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the Amnesty International Report 2008 is dedicated
to the courageous women and men who continue to put their lives
on the line to defend human rights.

Every day, human rights defenders challenge the powerful,
expose the truth, and give voice to the voiceless.

The Amnesty International Report documents the state of human
rights in 150 countries. It reveals a world riven by inequality,
scarred by discrimination and distorted by political repression.

In every region of the world rights are violated with impunity.
People are killed and tortured because of their beliefs; women
die for want of basic health care in childbirth; whole communities
are made intentionally homeless by ruthless governments
seeking to exploit their land.

Over the last 60 years, the world has slowly come to embrace
human rights, and understand their promise.

This report shows why if we are to realize the Declaration’s vision
of “freedom from want” as well as “from fear” there is only one
possible way forward: working to ensure that the indivisibility of
the rights enshrined in the Declaration is a living reality for all.





