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KEADILAN, PERDAMAIAN DAN KEUTUHAN CIPTAAN (KPKC )  

Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) 
 

SINODE  GEREJA KRISTEN INJILI DI TANAH  PAPUA (GKI)  
Jl. Argapura  No. 9,  Jayapura  -  Papua , 

Tel/ Fax: (0967) 533 255  
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Mr. Philip Alston 
Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary, or Arbitrary Executions 
OHCHR UN-ORG 
1211 Geneva 10 
Switzerland 
 
 

Jayapura, 29 October 2008 
 
No.  : 383/D – 63/x/08 
Subject: Extrajudicial Execution of Opinus Tabuni, Papua Province, Indonesia 

 
 
Dear Mr. Philip Alston, 
 
Herewith we request your attention towards the extrajudicial execution of Opinus Tabuni 
(49), an indigenous Papuan who was shot dead on 9 August, International Day of Indigenous 
Peoples, by members of the Indonesian security forces during a peaceful demonstration in 
Wamena, Papua Province, Indonesia.  
 
Until now the identity of the perpetrator who shot Opinus Tabuni has not been made public by 
the Indonesian Police. 
 
In the communication with the Indonesian Government we therefore ask you to: 

1) Urge the Indonesian President and the Indonesian Government to guarantee the full 
investigation of the extrajudicial execution of Opinus Tabuni and carry out the 
prosecution of the perpetrator in accordance with Indonesian law; 

2) Remind the Indonesian Government of its international obligations to respect and fulfill 
the ratified International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International 
Covenant on Social, Economical and Cultural Rights, the Convention against Torture 
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and other 
international and national standards guaranteeing the right to life; 

3) Remind the Indonesian Government to respect as a member of the United Nations 
Human Rights Council the United Nations Declaration of Indigenous People; 

4) To urge the Indonesian Government to respect the right of the Indigenous People of 
Papua to celebrate the International Day of Indigenous People peacefully. 

 
We would encourage you to request an invitation from the Government of Indonesia to visit the 
country, with a special focus on the Provinces of Papua and West Papua, as cases of 
extrajudicial executions are not properly investigated and the perpetrators enjoy almost full 
impunity by the Indonesian State. 
 
Please find attached detailed information about the extrajudicial execution of Opinus Tabuni.  
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Thank you for your attention.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Rev. Jemima J. Mirino-Krey, STh       
Chairman        
Evangelical Christian Church of Papua     
(Gereja Kristen Injili di Tanah Papua, GKI)              
Jl. Argapura 9       
Jayapura 99222   
Papua, Indonesia      

 
 

 
 
 
J. Budi Hernawan OFM 
Director  
The Office for Justice and Peace of Jayapura Diocese 
Kotak Pos 1379 
Jayapura 99013  
Papua, Indonesia 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Socratez Sofian Nyoman 
Chairman  
Baptist Church 
Kota Raja 
Jayapura 
Papua, Indonesia 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Dr. Benny Giay 
Director 
Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation 
Kingmi Church 
Jl Walter Pos 
Sentani 
Papua, Indonesia 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Theo Hesegem 
Director 
Jaringan Advokasi Penegakan Hukum dan HAM Wamena  
Jalan Trikora di  Belakang Panti Asuhan Pelanggi II 
Wamena  
Papua, Indonesia 
 
 
 
 
 
Johanis Harry Maturbongs 
Director 
Kontras Papua (The Commission of Disappearances and Victims of Violence) 
Jl. Raya Sentani No. 67B 
Padang Bulan-Abepura  
Jayapura 99351 
Papua, Indonesia 
 
 
 
 
 
Kenny Mayabubun 
Executive Secretary 
FOKER (Forum Kerjasama LSM Papua) 
Jl. Raya Sentani No. 89 
Waena 
Jayapura 
Papua, Indonesia 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sebastiaan van der Zwaan 
Acting Director 
Justice and Peace Netherlands 
Lutherse Burgwal 10 
The Hague, Netherlands 
 
 
Margriet Nieuwenhuis 
Sector Manager Participation 
Cordaid (NGO with General Consultative Status) 
Lutherse Burgwal 10 
The Hague, Netherlands 
 
 
Jan van Doggenaar 
Director International Programs 
ICCO/Kerkinactie 
Joseph Haydnlaan 2a 
Utrecht, Netherlands 
 
 
Manon Vanderkaa 
Director 
CMC Mensen met een Missie 
Lutherse Burgwal 10 
The Hague, Netherlands 
 
 
Marjolijn Eshuis 
CMC-AMA/Asia Section 
P.O box 16442 
2500 BK Den Haag, The Netherlands 
 
 
Dr. Jochen Motte 
United Evangelical Mission (UEM) 
Communion of Churches in three continents 
Rudolfstr. 137 
42285 Wuppertal, Germany 
 
 
 
Dr. Siegfried Zöllner 
Chairman of Advisory Board 
West-Papua-Network Germany 
Rudolfstr. 137 
42285 Wuppertal, Germany 
  
 
 
 



CC: 

Mr. James Anaya, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental 

freedoms of indigenous people  

Mr. Frank La Rue, Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom 

of opinion and expression 

Jonathan Prentice, OHCHR Human Rights Adviser, Jakarta 

The International Committee of the Red Cross, Papua 

Amnesty International, International Secretariat London 

Delegation of European Commission to Indonesia 

Embassies in Jakarta 

Asian Human Rights Commission, Hong Kong 

Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (FORUM–ASIA), Bangkok 

Asian Indigenous & Tribal Peoples Network, New Delhi 

World Council of Churches (WWC), Geneva 

Mennonite Central Committee at the United Nations Office, New York 

Human Rights Watch, Brussels 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 1 
Chronology of Events 
 
On 9 August 2008, several thousand native Papuans peacefully celebrated the International 
Day of Indigenous People at the Sinapuk Field, in the city of Wamena, District Jayawijaya, 
Papua Province, Indonesia. It was the first time indigenous Papuans were celebrating the 
International Day of Indigenous People and people had gathered since morning rejoicing with 
traditional dancing, singing and speeches. At 2 pm some people within the crowd put up on 
wooden sticks the Indonesian Flag, the United Nations Flag, the SOS Flag and the Morningstar 
Flag of the Indigenous People of Papua. The Head of  Jayawijaya District Police (Kapolres) 
Drs. Abd. Azis Djamaludin gave immediate order for warning shots and the present police 
forces fired into the air for approximately three to four minutes. During these shootings Opinus 
Tabuni was shot dead by a bullet in his right side. At the time of the shooting the victim had 
been approximately 50 – 70 meters away from Sinapuk Field. Local people brought the dead 
body of Opinus Tabuni to the House of the Traditional Council of Papua (Dewan Adat Papua) 
in Tricia Street. On 10 August, 12pm, the corps was brought for an autopsy to the Hospital of 
Wamena.  
 
Appendix 2 
Police Investigation of the case 
During the autopsy, a bullet piece (2 millimeter length/ 0,5 millimeter diameter) was found in 
the right side of the heart of Opinus Tabuni. On 11 August, the bullet piece was sent for further 
examination to the forensic laboratory of the Indonesian Police Force in Makassar, but until 
now the owner of the firearm from which the bullet was fired has not been identified by the 
Police Forces. According to the Head of  Jayawijaya District Police (Kapolres) Drs. Abd. Azis 
Djamaludin members of BIN (Badan Intelejen Negara/ State Intelligence Body under the 
President), BAIS (Badan Intelejen Strategis/ Strategic Intelligence Body under the Indonesian 
Armed Forces), Intel Polres (Intelligence of District Police), Kopassus (Komando Pasukan 
Khusus/ Special Forces under the Amy), Kodim 1702 Wamena (Komando Distrik Militer/ 
District Military Command) and Polres Wamena (Kepolisian Resort/ District Level Police) had 
all been at the location of the incident.  
 
 
Appendix 3 
Identification of the Victim 
 
1. Family name : Tabuni 
2. First name  : Opinus 
3. Sex   : male 
4. Age   : 45  
5. Place of Origin : Piramid, Jayawijaya District 
6. Ethnic  : Dani 
7. Nationality  : Indonesian 
8. Profession  :  Farmer 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 4 
Photos 

 

 
Figure 1: Native Papuans celebrating International 
Day of Indigenous People in Papua 
 

Figure 2: Wamena 9 August 2008 

 
Figure 3: Thousands of Papuans join demonstration 
 

Figure 4: Celebrations on Sinapuk Field 1 

 
Figure 5: International Day of Indigenous People   
Wamena Papua 2008 
 

Figure 6: Peaceful Celebrations on Sinapuk 
Field 



 
Figure 7: Papuan Morningstar flag, Indonesian- and 
SOS-Flag 
 

Figure 8: Morningstar-, UN- and SOS-Flag 

 
Figure 9: Police Forces guarding the celebrations 
 
 

Figure 10: Police Forces firing warning shots 

 
Figure 11: Opinus Tabuni shot dead 
 
 

Figure 12: Bullet in right side of O. Tabunis 
body 



 
Figure 13: Autopsy of Opinus Tabuni Wamena 
Hospital, 10 August 2008 
 

Figure 14: Bullet piece found in right side of the 
heart 

 
Figure 15: The bullet piece that killed Opinus Tabuni 
 

 

 
 


